
ExamsCart.com



ExamsCart.com

Current Affairs Capsule: March 2021

IMPORTANT DAYS

Zero Discrimination Day is observed on March 1

The Zero Discrimination Day is held every year on 1 March. Purpose of the day is to ensure right to
equality, inclusion and protection of all people without any discrimination in their law and policies to
live a full life with dignity regardless of any barriers. The Day was launched by UNAIDS in 2014.
Theme of Zero Discrimination Day 2021 is “End Inequalities”

45th Civil Accounts Day celebrated on March 1

The 45th Civil Accounts Day was celebrated in New Delhi on 1 March. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman was the Chief Guest of the event. Comptroller and Auditor General G.C. Murmu,
Expenditure Secretary Dr T. V. Somanathan and Controller General of Accounts Soma Roy Burman
were present on the occasion among others.

3rd Jan Aushadhi Diwas celebrations begins on March 1

The Third Jan Aushadhi Diwas celebrations began on 1st March. The week-long celebrations will go
on till 7th of March. Jan Aushadhi Kendras conducted Health Check-up Camps across the country.
The health check-up activities include Blood Pressure check-up, Sugar level check-up, free doctor
consultation and free medicine distribution.

World Wildlife Day is observed on March 3

The World Wildlife Day is observed every year on March 3 to celebrate and raise awareness about
the world’s wild fauna and flora. Theme for World Wildlife Day 2021 is “Forests and Livelihoods:
Sustaining People and Planet”. The day was proposed by Thailand and recognised in 2013 by the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

World Hearing Day is observed on March 3

World Hearing Day is held on 3 March each year by the World Health Organisation (WHO) to raise
awareness on how to prevent deafness and hearing loss and promote ear and hearing care across
the world. Theme of World Hearing Day 2021 is Hearing care for ALL!: Screen. Rehabilitate.
Communicate.

National Safety Day is celebrated on March 4

The National Safety Day (NSD) is celebrated every year on March 4 by the National Safety Council
(NSC) of India. In 2021, we are observing the 50th NSD. The National Safety Day Theme 2021 is
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“Sadak Suraksha (Road Safety)”. Purpose of the day is to instill a sense of safety awareness among
people by providing them with safety, health and environment related support services. The first
National Safety Day was observed in 1972.

National Security Day is celebrated on March 4

In India, March 4 is celebrated as National Security Day (Rashtriya Suraksha Diwas) every year, in
the honor of the Indian Security Forces. The day aims to show gratitude to all the security forces,
including policemen, para-military forces, commandos, guards, army officers, and other persons
involved in security, who sacrifice their life in maintaining the peace and security of the people of the
country.

International Women's Day is observed on March 8

International Women's Day is observed on 8 March. The day is celebrated every year to help forge a
gender equal world, celebrate women's achievements and their increasing visibility in every sphere of
life. This day celebrates the cultural, political, economic and social achievements of women. It also
highlights the extraordinary roles played by women in almost every walk of life and celebrates acts of
courage and determination by ordinary women. The theme this year is - Women in leadership:
Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 world.

No Smoking Day is observed on Second Wednesday of March (10 March)

No Smoking Day is observed every year on the second Wednesday of March to raise awareness
about the harmful health effects of tobacco via smoking and to encourage people all over the world to
quit smoking.

International Day of Mathematics is observed on March 14

Every year, the International Day of Mathematics (IDM) is observed on March 14. The day was
initiated by the International Mathematical Union (IMU) to celebrate the beauty and importance of
mathematics and its essential role in everyone’s life. The theme for 2021 is "Mathematics for a
Better World".

World Consumer Rights Day is observed on March 15

World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated on March 15 every year to raise global awareness about
consumer rights and needs,and protect consumers across the globe against market abuses.The
theme for World Consumer Rights Day 2021 is "Tackling Plastic Pollution".

National Vaccination Day is observed on March 16

The National Vaccination Day, (also called the National Immunization Day), is celebrated every year
on March 16 in India, to convey the importance of vaccination to the entire nation. The day was first
observed in the year 1995. It was in 1995 that India started the Pulse Polio Programme and the first
dose of Oral Polio Vaccine was given.
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Ordnance Factories’ Day in India is observed on March 18

In India, the Ordnance Factories’ Day is observed on 18th of March every year. The day
commemorates the foundation of the first Ordnance Factory in colonial India at Cossipore near
Kolkata where production started on March 18, 1802. The Indian Ordnance Factories operate under
the Ministry of Defence (MoD) . The day is celebrated by displaying the rifles, guns, artillery,
ammunition..etc in exhibitions all over India.

Global Recycling Day is observed on March 18

The Global Recycling Day is observed every year on 18 March to recognise the importance of
recycling as a resource, not waste. The theme for 2021 is “Recycling Heroes”, to recognise the
people, places and activities that showcase the importance of recycling in preserving natural
resources.

World Sparrow Day is observed on March 20

World Sparrow Day is celebrated every year on March 20 to raise awareness about the House
Sparrow and other common birds to urban environments, and of threats to their populations. The day
was initiated by the Nature Forever Society of India in collaboration with the Eco-Sys Action
Foundation (France) and numerous other national and international organisations across the world.
The first World Sparrow Day was celebrated in 2010. Theme of 2021 World Sparrow Day is “I LOVE
Sparrows”

International Day of Happiness is observed on March 20

Every year the International Day of Happiness is celebrated on March 20 to promote happiness as a
fundamental human right for all human beings across the world. The day was proclaimed by the
United Nations General Assembly on 28 June 2012. The first International Day of Happiness was
officially held on 20 March 2013. The 2021 International Day of Happiness campaign theme is ‘Keep
Calm. Stay Wise. Be Kind’.

World Oral Health Day is observed on March 20

The World Oral Health Day is marked every year on March 20. Purpose of the day is to raise global
awareness of the issues around oral health and the importance of oral hygiene so that governments,
health associations and the general public can work together to achieve healthier mouths and
happier lives. The theme for the next three years, 2021-2023 is: Be Proud Of Your Mouth.

UN French Language Day is observed on March 20

The UN French Language Day is observed on 20 March. The day was established by the UN's
Department of Public Information in 2010, to celebrate multilingualism and cultural diversity as well as
to promote equal use of all six official languages throughout the Organization.
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World Frog Day is observed on March 20

The World Frog Day is observed annually on March 20 to raise awareness about the tailless
amphibian frogs: found on land and water both. The day was created in 2009 with the intention to
save many different species of frogs from going extinct.

World Day of Theatre for Children and Young People is observed on March 20

The World Day of Theatre for Children and Young People is celebrated all over the world on March
20 every year since 2001, by the international community of theatre practitioners for children and
young people. Purpose of the day to attract the attention of a wider public to the art of theatre for
children and young people.

International Day of Forests is observed on March 21

International Day of Forests is celebrated every year on March 21. The day was founded by the Food
and Agriculture Organization and United Nations in 2012. It is aimed at raising public awareness
among diverse communities about the values, significance and contributions of the forests to balance
the life cycle. Government networks and private organisations work together on this day every year to
enlighten people about the importance of forests and the role they play in our ecology as well as the
economy. The theme for International Day of Forests 2020 is “Forest restoration: a path to recovery
and well-being”.

World Down Syndrome Day is observed on March 21

The World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD) is observed globally on 21 March each year, in order to
raise public awareness for the rights, inclusion and well being of people with Down syndrome. The
Theme of 2021 World Down Syndrome Day is “#Connect”. The day was officially recognised by the
United Nations General Assembly in 2012.

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed on March 21

The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed annually on 21 March
to remind people about the negative consequences of racial discrimination. 2021 Theme of the day is
“Youth standing up against racism”

World Poetry Day is observed on March 21

The World Poetry Day is celebrated on 21 March every year to promote the reading, writing,
publishing and teaching of poetry throughout the world. The day was declared by the UNESCO (the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) in 1999, with the aim of supporting
linguistic diversity through poetic expression and increasing the opportunity for endangered
languages to be heard.
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World Puppetry Day is observed on March 21

The World Puppetry Day is observed every year on March 21, to promote the puppet arts. The first
celebration was held in 2003. The idea of World Puppetry Day was proposed by the Iranian puppet
theater artist Javad Zolfaghari in 2000 at the XVIII Congress of the Union Internationale de la
Marionnette, (UNIMA) in Magdeburg. Two years later in June 2002, the date of the celebration was
identified by UNIMA.

International Day of Forests is celebrated on March 22

International Day of Forests is celebrated on 22 March. The day was founded by the Food and
Agriculture Organization and United Nations in 2012. It is aimed at raising public awareness among
diverse communities about the values, significance and contributions of the forests to balance the life
cycle. Government networks and private organisations work together on this day every year to
enlighten people about the importance of forests and the role they play in our ecology as well as the
economy.

World Water Day is observed on March 22

World Water Day is observed on 22 March. The day focuses attention on the importance of
freshwater and advocates for the sustainable management of freshwater resources. The objective of
the day is to raise awareness of the global water crisis, and a core focus of the observance is to
support the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) which is to ensure water and
sanitation for all by 2030.

World Meteorological Day is celebrated on March 23

The World Meteorological Day is celebrated every year on 23 March to commemorate the date of the
establishment of the World Meteorological Organization on 23 March 1950 The day also highlights
the contribution that the National Meteorological and Hydro-logical Services make to the safety and
well-being of society. The theme for 2021 World Meteorological Day is ‘The ocean, our climate and
weather’.

World Tuberculosis Day is observed on March 24

World Tuberculosis Day is observed on 24th March every year to raise public awareness about the
devastating health, social and economic consequences of Tuberculosis, TB, and to step up efforts to
end the global epidemic. The day is observed to commemorate the anniversary of Dr. Robert Koch’s
discovery of the TB bacteria in 1882. The theme of World TB Day 2021 - ‘The Clock is Ticking’.

World Theatre Day is celebrated on 27 March

The World Theatre Day is celebrated all over the world on the 27 March since 1962 to promote the
art form “theatre” accross the world. The day was initiated in 1961 by the International Theatre
Institute (ITI). Every year the Executive Council of ITI choses an outstanding theatre personality to
write the message for World Theatre Day. The author of the Message of World Theatre Day 2021 is:
Helen MIRREN, United Kingdom.
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Earth Hour 2021 is celebrated worldwide on the last Saturday of the March (27 March)

Every year, the Earth Hour is celebrated worldwide on the last Saturday of the March month to show
support for the fight against climate change and commitment towards a better planet. Earth Hour
2021 is being marked on March 27, 2021. It was started as a lights-off event in Sydney, Australia, in
2007 to raise awareness for energy consumption and effects on the environment. The Earth Hour
2021 theme will focus on “Climate Change to Save Earth.”

STATE NEWS

”Gharoki Pechan, Chelik Naam” Scheme launched in Nainital

In Uttarakhand, the Chief Minister, Shri Trivendra Singh Rawat has launched “Gharoki Paachan,
Chelik Naam” (daughter”s name is a home”s identity) programme and development schemes.
Initially, the scheme has been launched in Nainital and will be extended to entire Uttarakhand in the
coming weeks. The government has allocated Rs 42 crore for this scheme. This scheme is in line
with the effort of the state government towards promoting women empowerment.

Combined Commanders' Conference to begin at Kevadiya in Gujarat

A three-day Combined Commanders' Conference will begin at Kevadia in Gujarat. Theaterisation of
armed forces, self-reliance in the defence sector and evolving threats in the region will be the focus
areas during the three-day annual event.

Mumbai's CSMT becomes first railway station to get IGBC Gold Certification

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus Railway Station of Central Railway is the first railway station in
Maharashtra to be awarded with Gold certification as per CII’s Indian Green Building Council (IGBC)
ratings. Central Railway has implemented various green initiatives across its zone, with plantations
creating green areas, installation of solar panels, customer-friendly initiatives at many stations, LED
bulbs and lights etc.

Nagaland launches its first air cargo services from Dimapur airport

Nagaland yesterday launched its first air cargo services from Dimapur airport. Chief Minister Neiphiu
Rio officially flagged off the service, a joint initiative of Department of Horticulture, Nagaland and
Airport Authority of India with Air India and Indigo as airline partners.

Bengaluru and Shimla among 'Most liveable' cities across country

Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri announced the release of the final
rankings of Ease of Living Index-2020 and the Municipal Performance Index-2020 in New Delhi in an
online event. Bengaluru emerged as the top performer in the Million Plus category, followed by Pune,
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Ahmedabad, Chennai, Surat, Navi Mumbai, Coimbatore, Vadodara, Indore and Greater Mumbai. In
the Less than Million category, Shimla was ranked the highest in ease of living, followed by
Bhubaneshwar, Silvassa, Kakinada, Salem, Vellore, Gandhinagar, Gurugram, Davangere and
Tiruchirappalli.

Two-day Gur Mahotsav underway in Lucknow

In Uttar Pradesh, a Gur Mahotsav or jaggery festival is underway in Lucknow. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath inaugurated the two-day event. Mr Yogi said that the state government aims to provide
maximum benefit of their products to the farmers and for this purpose, the Mahotsav is being
organised.

India’s biggest Kidney Dialysis Hospital inaugurated at Balasahib Gurudwara in Delhi

India’s biggest Kidney Dialysis Hospital was inaugurated at Balasahib Gurudwara in Delhi. The Guru
Harikshan Institute of Medical Sciences and Research Kidney Dialysis Hospital has been opened by
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee. The 100 bedded hospital is equipped with most
technically advanced medical facilities where services will be provided free of cost to the patients.
There will also be no billing counter at the hospital.

Himachal Pradesh police to organize ‘All Women Parade' at Ridge in Shimla

On the occasion of International Women's Day, Himachal Pradesh Police Department will organize
‘All Woman Parade' at the historic Ridge Grounds in Shimla, aimed at increasing the strength of
women in the police force. The state police will celebrate the Day in two sessions.

Uttar Pradesh govt launches 2nd phase of Mission Shakti

Uttar Pradesh government today launched the second phase of Mission Shakti on the occasion of
International women's day. Launching the campaign Chief minister said that it will become a
milestone in women empowerment. First commercial flight from Bareily also started. The flight was
operated by all women crew members’ carrying 60 passengers to Delhi.

Tirath Singh Rawat sworn-in as Uttarakhand's new CM

Tirath Singh Rawat was sworn-in as the new chief minister of Uttarakhand. He was administered the
oath of office by Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya at Raj Bhawan in Dehradun.

IOCL, IDCO signs MoU to develop Paradip Plastic Park in Odisha

Indian Oil Corporation Limited and Odisha Industrial Infrastructure Development Corporation will
jointly set up a state-of-the-art plastic park in Paradeep in Odisha. A shareholder agreement, signed
yesterday in the virtual presence of the Chief Minister of Odisha Naveen Patnaik and Union
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, seeks to develop the project as the first
fully operational plastic park in the country.
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UP govt launches campaign to make golden cards of Ayushman Bharat scheme

The Uttar Pradesh government launched a campaign to make golden cards of Ayushman Bharat
scheme across the state. Our Correspondent reports that the campaign aims to drive awareness
about Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) across state and enable
beneficiaries, especially those residing in the rural and remote areas, to avail cashless health care
worth Rs. 5 lakh per family per year.

J&K govt approves interest-free loan worth two lakh rupees for beneficiaries of PMAY-U

Jammu and Kashmir government has approved a proposal to provide interest-free loan up to 2 lakh
rupees to the urban homeless economically weaker section beneficiaries under Beneficiary Led
Construction (BLC) component of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U).

Agreement signed for development of Sewage Treatment Plants in UP’s Moradabad

A tripartite Concession Agreement has been signed between the National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam and GA Infra Private Limited-Lahoti Buildcon Limited for
development of Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) for Moradabad. The contract was awarded at a
total cost of 99.68 crore rupees.

"Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan" programme held at J&K’s Budgam

In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, a day-long "Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan" programme
was held at Budgam. The event was inaugurated by District Development Commissioner Shahbaz
Ahmad Mirza and was jointly organized by the Social Welfare Department and District Administration
in collaboration with the Department of Health and many NGOs.

Sikkim paired with Delhi under 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat' programme

The Ek Bharat Shresth Bharat programme, launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015,
celebrates the diverse culture, traditions and languages of our country. Sikkim has been paired with
national capital New Delhi, under which various programmes and activities have been undertaken.

Mission Gramodaya launched in Madhya Pradesh

In Madhya Pradesh, Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar and Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan have launched the Mission Gramodaya in the state. Under the Gramodaya mission,
besides providing housing facilities in rural areas, basic and fundamental infrastructure will also be
expanded. Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar while addressing the state-level programme of
Gramodaya Mission virtually said that rural development schemes, especially Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojna and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana are being effectively implemented in Madhya
Pradesh.
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Jharkhand launches ‘SAAMAR’ campaign to fight malnutrition in the state

The state government of Jharkhand has launched a campaign called SAAMAR to tackle malnutrition
in the state. SAAMAR stands for Strategic Action for Alleviation of Malnutrition and Anemia
Reduction. The campaign has been launched with a 1000 days target, where annual surveys will be
conducted to track the progress.

Maharashtra, Odisha paired under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat programme

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat programme aims to enhance interaction and promote mutual
understanding between people of different states and Union Territories through the concept of state
and UT pairing. The states carry out activities to promote a sustained and structured cultural connect
in the areas of language learning, culture, traditions & music, tourism & cuisine, sports and sharing of
best practices, etc.

Bihar becomes first state to have Ethanol Promotion Policy

Bihar has become the first state of the country to have its own ethanol policy called Ethanol
Production Promotion Policy, 2021. The Policy was approved by the Central government in
December 2020 in consonance with National Policy of Biofuels, 2018 and subsequently by National
Biofuel Coordination Committee.

Nagaland Health Minister launches 'i-Learn' for Community Health Officers

Nagaland Health and Family Welfare Minister S Pangnyu Phom launched i-Learn, a capacity building
and performance tracking application for Community Health Officers, CHOs in the state at his office
chamber in Kohima. The state government launched an i-Learn application in partnership with
USAID-NISHTHA/Jgpiego which will cater across the 189 Health & Wellness centers in the state.
i-Learn is a learning management system for CHOs with self facilitated learning for improving and
learning new skills in clinical and non clinical areas.

Ladakh LG inaugurates first Solar Lift Irrigation Scheme of KREDA at Latoo Village

Ladakh Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur has inaugurated the first Solar Lift Irrigation Scheme of
Kargil Renewable Energy Development Agency (KREDA) at Latoo Village. This is the last Village on
the LOC. The project is inspired by the Vision of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for solarising
Ladakh as a model region by making it fully solarised and Carbon Neutral.

GRAM UJALA programme launched in Varanasi

The Union Minister of State (I/C) for Power & New and Renewable Energy, RK Singh, launched the
GRAM UJALA programme in Varanasi of Uttar Pradesh. Under this program Convergence Energy
Services Limited, CESL, a wholly owned subsidiary of Energy Efficiency Services Limited -EESL, will
distribute high quality LED bulbs, at an affordable cost in rural areas. Under the scheme One crore 50
lakh LED bulbs will be distributed in phase 1 resulting in energy savings of 2025 million KWh/year
and CO2 reductions of 1.65 million T CO2/year.
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Andhra Pradesh CM unveiled Kurnool Airport

The Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has inaugurated the Kurnool Airport
located at Orvakal and named it after the first ever freedom fighter of the country, Uyyalavada
Narasimha Reddy, as a tribute to him.

Goa paired with Jharkhand under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat

Under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat State of Goa is paired with Jharkhand. During this COVID
Pandemic period, various educational institutions carried out online and offline activities. Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat' campaign has been launched to promote cultural unity among various states of the
country. Coastal State Goa has got rich cultural heritage. Before this Pandemic Goan students had
visited Jharkhand for a cultural Exchange Programme.

NATIONAL NEWS

Nitin Gadkari launches Real-Time Monitoring System of Toll Plazas

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari launched the Real-Time Monitoring
System of Toll Plazas at a function in New Delhi.

Union Minister Thaawar Chand Gehlot launches 'Sugamya Bharat' App and handbook 'Access
- The Photo Digest'

Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Thaawar Chand Gehlot launched the 'Sugamya Bharat'
App and a handbook titled 'Access - The Photo Digest' through a video conference in New Delhi. The
App and the handbook have been developed by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities.

DDC Pulwama inaugurates artisan mela organised by NRLM

In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, The District Development Commissioner (DDC)
Pulwama, Dr. Raghav Langer today inaugurated an artisan mela organised by National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM) at Govt Degree College in Pulwama. The DDC appreciated the role of
artisans and Self Help Groups (SHGs) for keeping the traditional art alive to extract employment
avenues from this sector.
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Education Minister inaugurates New Delhi World Book Fair 2021

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ inaugurated the New Delhi World Book Fair 2021 -
Virtual Edition. Speaking on the occasion, the Minister appreciated that ‘National Education
Policy-2020’ is the theme of the book fair.

Union Minister Sanjay Dhotre inaugurates MEMP 2021 virtually

Minister of State for Electronics and Information Technology, Sanjay Dhotre inaugurated the
International Conference on Multifunctional Electronic Materials and Processing (MEMP 2021)
virtually on the occasion of 30th foundation day of Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology. Mr
Dhotre said that the domestic production of electronic items has increased from over one lakh 90
thousand crore rupees in 2014-15 to over five lakh 33 thousand crore rupees in 2019-20 at a
Compounded Annual Growth Rate of 23 per cent.

Indian Railway integrates all railway helplines into single number 139

Indian Railway has integrated all railway helplines into single number 139 which is Rail Madad
Helpline for quick grievance redressal and enquiry during the journey. As the new helpline number
139 will take over all the existing helpline numbers, it will be easy for the passengers to remember
this number and connect with Railways for all their needs during the travel.

WCD Ministry signs agreement with Invest India in New Delhi to enhance cooperation

Union Ministry of Women and Child Development signed an agreement with Invest India in New Delhi
to enhance cooperation. The aim of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is to enhance
cooperation in the thematic areas of Nutrition, Child Protection and Development, Women
Empowerment and convergent capacity building in mission mode.

PM Modi releases 11 Volumes of Manuscript of Srimad Bhagavadgita

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today released 11 Volumes of Manuscript with commentaries by 21
scholars on slokas of Srimad Bhagavadgita today at Lok Kalyan Marg, New Delhi. The Manuscript,
published by Dharmarth Trust, is written with extraordinary variety and nuance of Indian calligraphy
ranging from Shankar Bhashya to Bhasanuvada.

Union Cabinet approves PMSSN as a single non-lapsable reserve fund

The Union Cabinet approved the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi (PMSSN) as a single
non-lapsable reserve fund for share of Health from the proceeds of Health and Education Cess levied
under Finance Act, 2007.The major benefit of PMSSN will be enhanced access to universal and
affordable health care through availability of earmarked resources, while ensuring that the amount
does not lapse at the end of financial year.
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Government to launch 'Atmanirbhar Niveshak Mitra' portal for handholding and facilitation of
domestic investors

Government will soon launch 'Atmanirbhar Niveshak Mitra' portal for handholding and facilitation of
domestic investors. In order to further strengthen efforts to promote domestic investments, the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is in the process of finalising the
'Atmanirbhar Niveshak Mitra' digital portal. The portal is in testing phase and the final version will be
ready for launch by 15th May this year. The webpage will also be available in regional languages and
mobile App in due course.

Government launches Mera Ration Mobile App

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution launched the Mera Ration Mobile App
for the benefit of those ration card holders who move to new places in search of livelihood. At present
32 States and Union Territories are covered under One Nation One Ration Card- ONORC and
integration of the remaining four States and UTs is expected to be completed in next few months.

Rajya Sabha passes Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2021

The Parliament gave its nod to the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2021. The
legislation seeks to amend the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996. The Act contains provisions to
deal with domestic and international arbitration and defines the law for conducting conciliation
proceedings. The Bill replaces an Ordinance with the same provisions promulgated on 4th
November, 2020. It contains provisions to deal with domestic and international arbitration.

First Meeting of BRICS CGETI held under India’s Chairship

The first Meeting of the BRICS Contact Group on Economic and Trade Issues (CGETI) was held
under India’s Chairship from 9th till 11th of this month. The theme of BRICS this year is -"BRICS at
15: Intra BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation, and Consensus”. India presented the
calendar of events for BRICS CGETI 2021, which included the priority areas for deliverables,
schedule and scope of the MSME roundtable conference workshop on Services Statistics, and the
BRICS Trade Fair.

CCEA approves ₹9,129 cr for Arunachal, Sikkim intra-state electricity network

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved a revised cost estimate of ₹9,129.32
crore for strengthening intra state electricity transmission and distribution network of Arunachal
Pradesh and Sikkim.

Government announces “All India Tourist Vehicles Authorization and Permit Rules, 2021” to
be effective from April 01

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has announced a new scheme for tourist vehicle
operators, under which any tourist vehicle operator may apply for an “All India tourist authorization
and permit” through online mode. The new set of rules will be known as “All India Tourist Vehicles
Authorization and Permit Rules, 2021”. This will come into effect from April 01, 2021.
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Lok Sabha Speaker inaugurates 6th Mega-Health camp in Parliament House Annexe

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla inaugurated the 6th Mega-Health camp in Parliament House Annexe
for super-specialist consultations for Parliamentarians. Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha Harivansh
Narayan Singh, Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi and
Minister of State for Health Ashwini Kumar Choubey were present at the event.

Cabinet approves bill to set up DFI with initial capital of Rs 20 thousand crore

The Union Cabinet has approved a bill to set up Development Finance Institution (DFI) with an initial
capital infusion of 20 thousand crore rupees. The bill will be tabled in Parliament during the current
Budget Session. DFI is expected to raise long-term funds for infrastructure development projects in
the country.

Insurance Amendment Bill, 2021 passed in Rajya Sabha; FDI limit increased from 49 to 74 %

The Rajya Sabha has passed the Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2021. It seeks to amend the
Insurance Act, 1938 which will increase the limit of foreign investment allowed in Indian insurance
companies. The Bill provides to increase the foreign direct investment limit from existing 49 percent
to 74 percent. It also has a provision for removal of restrictions on ownership and control of the
insurance companies.

AIM, NITI Aayog, AWS announce new initiatives to boost innovation, entrepreneurship in India

Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog, and Amazon Web Services announced new initiatives to
strengthen the innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem in India. This will be done by empowering
school students with cloud computing skills, and enabling entrepreneurs to build innovative education
technology solutions on the cloud. Atal Innovation Mission will leverage Amazon Web Services
Educate, which is Amazon’s global program that provides resources for students and educators to
accelerate cloud-related learning.

PM Modi launched Catch the Rain campaign on World Water Day

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had virtually launched Jal Shakti Abhiyan : Catch the Rain campaign
on the occasion of World Water Day. The Jal Shakti Abhiyan : Catch the Rain Campaign will be
undertaken across the country, in both rural and urban areas, with the theme “catch the rain, where it
falls, when it falls”. It will be implemented from tomorrow to 30th November - the pre-monsoon and
monsoon period in the country. It will be launched as a Jan Andolan to take water conservation at
grass-root level through people’s participation.

Centre launches ‘Gram Ujala Scheme’ to offer LED bulbs at Rs 10/piece in rural areas

The Government of India has launched an ambitious scheme called “Gram Ujala” under which high
quality energy efficient LED bulbs will be given for just Rs 10 per piece in rural areas. This scheme is
in line with the government’s climate change strategy and further strengthening its self-reliance
credentials.
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Cabinet okays signing of MoU between UPSC, Afghanistan's IARCSC

The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), India and Independent Administrative Reforms and Civil
Services Commission (IARCSC), Afghanistan. The MoU will strengthen the relationship between
IARCSC and UPSC. It will facilitate sharing of experience and expertise of both the institutions in the
area of recruitment.

Lok Sabha passes Marine Aids to Navigation Bill, 2021 to replace old lighthouses law

Lok Sabha has passed the Marine Aids to Navigation Bill, 2021, to replace an old lighthouses law.
The Bill seeks to provide a framework for the development, maintenance and management of aids to
navigation in the country. It aims at repealing the Lighthouse Act, 1927, and provides for empowering
the Directorate General of Lighthouses and Lightships with additional power and functions. As per the
Bill, the centre will also provide training and certification in navigation.

No postal Ballot facility for overseas electors in upcoming assembly elections

Government has said it will not be possible to extend postal ballot facilities to overseas electors in the
upcoming assembly elections. In a written reply in Lok Sabha, Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
said the matter is still under discussions with the External Affairs Ministry to iron out the logistical
challenges involved in the implementation of the proposal. The Election Commission has taken up
the proposal to amend the Conduct of Election Rules to facilitate Electronically Transmitted Postal
Ballot System for overseas electors.

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal inaugurates Shaheed Bhagat Singh Smarak in New
Delhi

The Union Minister of Education , Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, virtually inaugurated the
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Smarak in New Delhi. The inauguration took place on the occasion of a
programme organised by the University of Delhi on ‘Shaheed Diwas’ to pay homage and
commemorate 90 years of martyrdom of our national icons of the Indian National Movement
-Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram Rajguru.

POWERGRID Launches Certified E-Tendering Portal “PRANIT”

State-owned Power Grid Corporation of India (POWERGRID) has launched an “e-Tendering Portal”
called ‘PRANIT’ to make the tendering process more transparent. The portal ”PRANIT” will involve
less paperwork and allow ease of operation, which in turn will make the tendering process more
transparent. POWERGRID is the only organization in India to have an e-procurement solution on
SAP Supplier Relationship Management (SRM), complying with all applicable requirements relating
to security and transparency as stipulated by STQC.
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Rajnath Singh, South Korean Defence Minister inaugurate Indo-Korean Bilateral Friendship
Park in Delhi Cantt

Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and South Korean Defence Minister Suh Wook inaugurated
the Indo-Korean Bilateral Friendship Park in Delhi Cantt. This Friendship Park has been built to
commemorate the contribution of Indian peacekeepers during the Korean War from 1950 to 53.

Jal Shakti Minister approves Rs. 465 crore as Performance Incentive fund for seven states
under JJM

Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Sekhawat has approved Rs. 465 crore as Performance Incentive
fund for seven states under Jal Jeevan Mission. These states are Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh.

Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan launches 'Tribal TB Initiative' in pursuit of TB Mukt Bharat

Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan launched the 'Tribal TB Initiative' in pursuit of TB Mukt Bharat. He
said that the government accords top priority to ensuring Universal Access to free treatment and care
for TB across the country. Dr Harsh Vardhan said, the Union Territories of Lakshadweep and district
of Badgam in Jammu and Kashmir have been declared TB Free on World TB Day this year.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Israel officially receives first ever UAE ambassador

Israel's president formally received the first-ever ambassador from the United Arab Emirates,
following last year's historic agreement between the countries to normalise ties. UAE envoy
Mohamed Al Khaja delivered his credentials to Israeli President Reuven Rivlin at a ceremony in
Jerusalem. The UAE was the first country to agree to establish full diplomatic relations with the
Jewish state under the Abraham Accords, a pact brokered by former US president Donald Trump.

Sri Lanka approves new port development with India and Japan

Sri Lanka's government will allow India and Japan to develop a new container terminal at the
country's main port, several weeks after scrapping a deal with the two countries to develop one of the
key terminals at the same port.

US imposes fresh sanctions against Russia over Navalny issue

The United States has slapped sanctions on Russian individuals and entities over the near-fatal
poisoning of prominent opposition figure Alexei Navalny with a nerve agent. Speaking to reporters,
the senior White House officials said the sanctions were being imposed in coordination with the
European Union, and urged the release of Navalny from prison.
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Bangladesh launches national app portal

The Government of Bangladesh has launched its national app portal bdapps.com. The agreement
between the ICT division of the government of Bangladesh and the telecom company Robi was
signed in Dhaka. BDApps will be established as the hub of the ICT division for application
developers. Under the agreement, the ICT division will collaborate with bdapps to organise exclusive
boot camps and software development events in the country.

1st consignment of ‘red rice’ flagged off to US

In a major boost to India’s rice exports potential, the first consignment of ‘red rice’ was flagged off to
the US. Iron rich ‘red rice’ is grown in Brahmaputra valley of Assam, without the use of any chemical
fertilizer. The rice variety is referred as ‘Bao-dhaan’, which is an integral part of Assamese food.

EAM Dr. Jaishankar inaugurates new Cultural Centre of High Commission of India in Dhaka

A new cultural centre of the High Commission of India was inaugurated by the External Affairs
Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar in Dhaka. It is the second cultural centre of the High Commission of India
after the Dhanmondi centre at the Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre in Dhaka. The new cultural centre
has facilities for conducting short term courses on Indian art forms and holding cultural programmes
and art-exhibitions.

PM Modi to inaugurate ‘Maitri Setu’ between India & Bangladesh

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Maitri Setu between India and Bangladesh through
video conferencing. Mr Modi will also inaugurate and lay the foundation stone of multiple
infrastructure projects in Tripura during the event. The bridge Maitri Setu has been built over Feni
river which flows between Indian boundary in Tripura State and Bangladesh. The name Maitri Setu
symbolizes growing bilateral relations and friendly ties between India and Bangladesh.

Bangladesh’s first transgender newsreader appointed

A private news channel has appointed Bangladesh’s first transgender news presenter. Tashnuva
Anan Shishir will start presenting news for Boishakhi TV from the International Women’s Day on
March 8. This was announced on Friday by the TV news channel. The TV channel has appointed
another transgender Nusrat Mau as one of the main characters for the regular drama section of the
TV channel's entertainment wing.

France launches first military exercises in space

France launched its first military exercise in space this week to evaluate its ability to defend its
satellites and other defense equipment from an attack. Michel Friedling, the head of France's newly
created Space Command said the exercises are a "stress-test of their systems. He said that they
were a first for the French army and even a first in Europe. The exercise, codenamed "AsterX" in
memory of the first French satellite from 1965, will be based on 18 simulated events in an operations
room.
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US President Joe Biden signs 1.9 trillion dollar coronavirus rescue package into law

US President Joe Biden has signed the 1.9 trillion dollar coronavirus rescue package into law,
marking a significant legislative accomplishment as the new administration looks to shepherd the
country through the pandemic. President Biden, who signed the bill alongside Vice President Kamala
Harris in the Oval Office, characterized the measure as historic legislation aimed at rebuilding the
backbone of this country.

Prime Ministers of India, Australia, Japan & US President to virtually participate in First Quad
Leaders’ Summit

The First Quad Leaders’ Summit held virtually.. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of
Australia, Scott Morrison, Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga and US President Joseph R
Biden will participate in the first Leaders’ Summit of the Quadrilateral Framework. The Leaders will
discuss regional and global issues of shared interest and exchange views on practical areas of
cooperation towards maintaining a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region.

Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina inaugurates Amar Ekushey book fair in Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the Amar Ekushey book fair in Dhaka. Participating in the
inaugural event through video conferencing Prime Minister Hasina urged upon all to develop the habit
of book reading. Prime Minister Hasina also released the book ‘New China 1952’ which is the English
translation of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s book ‘Amar Dekha Naya Chin’. She also distributed
prizes among the winners of the Bangla Academy Literary Award 2020. The book fair has been
dedicated to the martyrs of the liberation war of 1971.

World Bank to provide USD 200 million to Bangladesh to support COVID 19 affected youth,
returnee migrants

The World Bank has approved USD 200 million to help Bangladesh to provide support and services
to the low-income urban youths impacted by COVID 19 pandemic and the migrants who had to return
involuntarily. The Recovery and Advancement of Informal Sector Employment (RAISE) project of the
World Bank is aimed to benefit about 1.75 lakh poor urban youth through training, apprenticeship
programme, counselling, micro and self-employment support. It will also help about 2 lakh migrants
who were forced to return to Bangladesh to reintegrate in the domestic labour migrate or prepare for
re-migration.

First shipment of food product from Bangladesh to India through Inland Waterways starts

The first shipment of food products exported from Bangladesh to India using the inland waterways left
the Pran Industrial Park from Palash in Narsingdi. Minister of State for Shipping Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury flagged off the ship M V Alif Lam Mim which will cover a distance of about 710 kilometers
to Kolkata in 8 days.
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World Bank to provide USD 500 mn for COVID-19 vaccination to Bangladesh

The World Bank has approved USD 500 million financing to help Bangladesh vaccinate 54 million
people against COVID 19. The additional financing to the COVID 19 Emergency Response and
Pandemic Preparedness Project will help Bangladesh in procuring vaccines, expanding storage
facilities and distribute it to 31 percent of its population. It will help the Bangladesh government in
achieving the target of vaccinating 40 percent of the population against COVID 19 in the first phase.
The project will also help in providing training and capacity building for vaccination in the country.

Italy signs International Solar Alliance amended Framework Agreement with India

Italy has signed the amended Framework Agreement of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) with
India. The European country signed the ISA framework agreement after an amendment to the
Framework Agreement of the ISA entered into force. The amendments of the ISA framework
agreement allows all the member states of the United Nations to join the ISA grouping, including
those lying beyond the tropics.

India participates in Nowruz celebrations at SCO in Beijing

India participated in the Nowruz festivities at the SCO Secretariat in Beijing on Friday. As SCO is
celebrating 2021 as ‘Year of Culture’, India showcased performances of Kathak, Yoga, Indian cuisine,
artefacts to an audience of more than 500. Eighteen countries including all the member countries,
dialogue partners and observer countries presented their cultural diversities including their cuisine.

World’s first Ship Tunnel to be built in Norway

The Norwegian Coastal Administration has received the green signal to start working on the
construction of the world's first tunnel, being built exclusively for ships. The tunnel is dubbed as “Stad
Ship Tunnel” and would be built under the mountainous Stadhavet peninsula in northwestern Norway.
The 1.7 km tunnel will be able to handle ships of up to 16,000 tonnes and give ships a safer passage
through the treacherous Stadhavet Sea.

India, Bangladesh making film titled ‘Bangabandhu’ on occasion of 100th birth anniversary of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

India- Bangladesh ties have a civilisational, cultural, social and economic linkage. Two nations have
much in common- a shared history and common heritage, linguistic and cultural ties, passion for
music, literature and the arts. On the occasion of the 100th birth anniversary of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, India and Bangladesh are together making a film titled Bangabandhu by the renowned film
director Shyam Benegal.

India, Bangladesh sign five MoUs in various fields

India and Bangladesh signed 5 MoUs in the fields of trade, IT and setting up of sports facilities on the
concluding day of the 2-day long official visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Both the leaders
discussed the progress achieved in areas of health, trade, connectivity, energy, developmental
cooperation and many more. Both leaders agreed that a direct passenger train named ‘Mitali
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Express’ will run between Dhaka and New Jalpaiguri. India gifted 109 ambulances to Bangladesh
and also 1.2 million doses of the Covishield vaccine. India released a silver coin to commemorate 50
years of the establishment of diplomatic ties between the two countries. Bangladesh also released a
gold coin to commemorate the Mujib Borsho.

BANKING & FINANCE

NPCI Partners SBI Payments to launch “RuPay SoftPoS” for Merchants

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and SBI Payments have partnered to launch “RuPay
SoftPoS” for Indian merchants. RuPay SoftPoS will enable merchants to use their near-field
communication (NFC)-enabled smartphones as point of sale (PoS) terminals and accept payment up
to Rs 5,000 through a simple tap and pay mechanism.

RBI takes IDBI Bank out of PCA framework

The Reserve Bank of India has taken the IDBI Bank, out of the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA)
framework, amid the improving finances of the bank, however it is subjected to certain conditions and
continuous monitoring. IDBI Bank was placed under PCA in May, 2017.

Deutsche Bank executes world’s first green hedge with Continuum

Deutsche Bank and Continuum Energy Levanter Pte Ltd, a subsidiary of Continuum Green Energy
(Continuum), said they have executed the world’s first green hedging transaction, with a second party
opinion based on a specially designed green hedge framework.

No requisition for printing currency notes of Rs 2000 placed in last 2-years

Government informed that no requisition for printing currency notes of 2000 rupees has been placed
in the last two years. This was stated by Minister of State for Finance Anurag Thakur in a written
reply in Lok Sabha. Mr. Thakur added that 3 thousand 362 million currency notes of rupees 2
thousand denomination were in circulation on 30th March, 2018. He said that it constituted nearly
3.27 per cent of the currency in terms of volume. However, as on 26th February this year, the volume
of the 2000 currency notes has come down at 2.01 percent of the total currency.

NPCI launches UPI-Help on BHIM app for Grievance Redressal

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the umbrella entity for digital payments in India,
has launched a new application named “UPI-Help” on BHIM UPI, which will act as a grievance
redressal mechanism for the users of the BHIM application. Initially, UPI-Help has been made live on
the BHIM app for the customers of State Bank of India, AXIS Bank, HDFC Bank, and ICICI Bank.
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RBI asks banks to implement image-based Cheque Truncation System in all branches by Sep
30

The Reserve Bank of India has asked banks to implement the image-based Cheque Truncation
System (CTS) in all branches by September 30 this year. The move is aimed at faster settlement of
cheques resulting in better customer service. The Apex bank said that to leverage the availability of
CTS and provide uniform customer experience irrespective of location of her/his bank branch, it has
been decided to extend CTS across all bank branches in the country.

PNB sets-up wholly owned subsidiary ‘PNB Cards & Services Ltd’ to manage credit card
business

State-run Punjab National Bank (PNB) has set up a wholly-owned subsidiary namely “PNB Cards &
Services Ltd” to manage its credit card business. The PNB Cards & Services Ltd was incorporated on
March 16, 2021, by the Registrar of Companies, Delhi.

RBI Constitutes 5 member Standing External Advisory Committee under Shyamla Gopinath
for evaluating applications for Universal Banks and SFBs

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a five members standing external advisory committee
(SEAC) to evaluate applications for “on-tap” licensing of universal banks and small finance banks
(SFBs). The committee will be chaired by the former RBI deputy governor Shyamala Gopinath. The
panel will have a tenure of three years.

🔹 Members of committee:

➨ Revathy Iyer – Director, central board, RBI

➨ B Mahapatra – Former executive director, National Payments Corporation of India

➨ T N Manoharan – Former chairman, Canara Bank

➨ Hemant G Contractor – Former MD, State Bank of India, and former Chairman, Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority.

Provident fund contribution limit raised to Rs 5 lakh per annum for tax-free interest

Government has raised the limit for tax exemption on interest earned on provident fund contributions
by employees to 5 lakh per annum in specified cases as against 2.5 lakh rupees proposed in the
Budget.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Board approves sale of its 61.65 % stake in Numaligarh
Refinery

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Board has approved sale of its 61.65 percent stake in Numaligarh
Refinery for 9,875 crore rupees. Oil India Limited, Engineers India Ltd and Assam Government will be
picking up the stake.

HDFC ERGO Launches “Business Kisht Suraksha” to Protect MFIs & Financial

HDFC ERGO General Insurance has launched a product called “Business Kisht Suraksha”, to
provide a unique cover to MFIs, financial institutions and banks in the event of a catastrophe or
natural disaster. The Business Kisht Suraksha aims to protect the balance sheet of financial
institutions due to non-payment of EMIs by borrowers, following listed calamities such as floods,
earthquakes, cyclones, etc.

Axis Securities launches online platform ‘YIELD’ for hassle free investment in bond,
debenture

Axis Securities has launched a first-of-its-kind initiative called ‘YIELD’, that will allow retail investors
direct access to the debt instruments, YIELD is an online platform to buy and sell bonds as well as
debentures in the secondary market.

WCD Ministry signs agreement with Invest India in New Delhi to enhance cooperation

Union Ministry of Women and Child Development today signed an agreement with Invest India in
New Delhi to enhance cooperation. The aim of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is to
enhance cooperation in the thematic areas of Nutrition, Child Protection and Development, Women
Empowerment and convergent capacity building in mission mode.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

PM Modi to receive CERAWeek Global Energy and Environment Leadership Award

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will receive the CERAWeek Global Energy and Environment
Leadership Award. He will also deliver the keynote address at the Cambridge Energy Research
Associates Week 2021 via video conferencing. CERAWeek was founded in 1983 by Dr. Daniel
Yergin. The CERAWeek Global Energy and Environment Leadership Award was instituted in 2016.
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Amitabh Bachchan becomes first Indian to be honoured with 2021 FIAF Award

Bollywood megastar Amitabh Bachchan has been chosen as the recipient of the prestigious 2021
FIAF Award by the International Federation of Film Archives (FIAF). The 78-year-old iconic actor is
the first Indian cinema personality to be bestowed with the FIAF Award for his dedication and
contribution to the preservation of the world’s film heritage.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman conferred Gandhi Peace Prize 2020

The Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2020 is being conferred on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. The jury for the prize Chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and comprising the Chief
Justice of India and the leader of the single largest opposition party in Lok Sabha unanimously
selected the name of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for the award.

Gandhi Peace Prize for year 2019 being conferred on late Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said of
Oman

The Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2019 is being conferred on late Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said
of Oman. The award carries an amount of one crore rupees, a citation, a plaque andan exquisite
traditional handicraft item. Gandhi Peace Prize is an annual award instituted by the Government
since 1995, the 125th Birth Anniversary commemoration year of Mahatma Gandhi. The award is
open to all persons regardless of nationality, race, language, caste, creed or sex.

67th National Film Awards Announced

The winner of 67th National Film Awards was announced on 22 March 2021 in New Delhi to honour
the best of Indian cinema in 2019.

Most Film Friendly State Award – Sikkim

Award for Best Book on Cinema – A Gandhian Affair: India’s Curious Portrayal of Love in Cinema,
by Sanjay Suri

Best Feature Film: Marakkar: Lion of the Arabian Sea (Malayalam)

Best Actor (shared): Manoj Bajpayee for Bhonsle (Hindi), and Dhanush for Asuran (Tamil)

Best Actress: Kangana Ranaut for Panga (Hindi) and Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi (Hindi)

Best Director: Sanjay Puran Singh Chauhan for Bahattar Hoorain (Hindi)

Best Non-Feature Film: An Engineered Dream (Hindi)

Best Hindi Film: Chhichhore

Best book on cinema: A Gandhian Affair: India's Curious Portrayal of Love in Cinema written by
Sanjay Suri.
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Esaf Small Finance Bank bags ‘Great Place to Work’ Award

Esaf Small Finance Bank has been awarded ‘Great Place to Work’ certification by the Great Place to
Work Institute. ESAF started its operations as an NGO in 1992 as an Evangelical Social Action
Forum. Before becoming a bank, ESAF was a non-banking finance company and microfinance
institution (NBFC-MFI), licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and headquartered in Thrissur
city of Kerala. Paul Thomas the Founder of ESAF.

Hindi Writer Prof. Sharad Pagare to be conferred with Vyas Samman - 2020

Well known Hindi writer Prof. Sharad Pagare will be conferred with the prestigious Vyas Samman -
2020 for his novel 'Patliputru Ki Samragi.' The Vyas Samman, started in 1991, is given by K K Birla
Foundation for an outstanding literary work in Hindi authored by an Indian citizen published during
the last 10 years. It carries an award of four lakh rupees along with a citation and plaque.

Harsh Mariwala honoured as ‘EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2020’

HarshC. Mariwala, chairman of Marico, was named the EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2020. He will
now represent India at the EYWorld Entrepreneur of the Year Award on June 10.

Veteran singer Asha Bhosle selected for Maharashtra Bhushan award, state’s highest honour

The Maharashtra Government has named legendary singer Asha Bhosle for the Maharashtra
Bhushan Award, the highest honour presented by the government of Maharashtra. Bhosle has been
chosen for the award for the year 2020, by a committee chaired by Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray.

Ambassador of India to Thailand receives King Bhumibol World Soil Day - 2020 Award for
ICAR

Ambassador of India to Thailand Suchitra Durai received the prestigious King Bhumibol World Soil
Day - 2020 Award of Food and Agriculture Organization on the behalf of the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research. Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives of Thailand Dr. Chalermchai Srion
conferred the award in a Ceremony held at Bangkok.

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS

Jaideep Bhatnagar takes over as Principal DG, PIB

Mr. Jaideep Bhatnagar has taken over as Principal Director General, Press Information Bureau. Mr.
Bhatnagar is an Officer of the Indian Information Service belonging to the 1986 Batch. He has earlier
served in Doordarshan as Head of the Commercial, Sales and Marketing Division. He also served as
Prasar Bharati Special Correspondent in West Asia.
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Matam Venkata Rao takes charge as MD & CEO of Central Bank of India

Matam Venkata Rao has been sworn in as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of
state-run Central Bank of India. The appointment of Rao is effective from March 01, 2021, for a
period of three years.

IPS Officer Kuldiep Singh given additional charge as Director General of CRPF

Centre has appointed IPS officer Kuldiep Singh to hold additional charge as the Director General
(DG) of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), with effect from March 01, 2021. Singh is a
1986-batch officer from West Bengal cadre, working as the special DG of its central zone.

Mary Kom appointed as Chairperson of AIBA's champions & veterans committee

Mary Kom has been appointed as the Chairperson of the International Boxing Association's (AIBA)
champions and veterans committee. Mary Kom thanked AIBA President and said she will give her
best at the position.

Manpreet Vohra Appointed as High Commissioner of India To Australia

Manpreet Vohra has been appointed as the High Commissioner of India to Australia. Vohra, a 1988
batch Indian Foreign Service Officer, is presently Ambassador of India to Mexico.

Indian-Origin Naureen Hassan appointed as First VP & COO of Federal Reserve Bank

Indian-origin Naureen Hassan has been appointed as the first Vice President and Chief Operating
Officer (COO) of the New York-based Federal Reserve Bank, by the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System. The 25-year Hassan will take over the new role with effect from March 15,
2021.

Indian Economist Ligia Noronha appointed as Assistant Secretary-General of UN

Leading Indian economist Ligia Noronha has been appointed as the Assistant Secretary-General and
Head of the New York Office of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Noronha will
succeed fellow Indian and development economist Satya Tripathi. Noronha, who has been working
with UNEP since 2014, is an economist with over 30 years of international experience in the field of
sustainable development.

Wipro appoints Pierre Bruno as CEO for Europe business

Information Technology services major Wipro has appointed Pierre Bruno as Chief Executive Officer
for Europe. Bruno will lead Wipro’s business in six distinct regions across Europe. In Europe, Wipro
operates in six regions, comprising UK & Ireland, Germany, Switzerland, Nordics, Benelux and
Southern Europe.
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Imran Amin Siddiqui appointed as Executive Director of Indian Bank

Imran Amin Siddiqui, the General Manager of state-owned Indian Bank, has been appointed as the
Executive Director (ED) of Indian Bank. Apart from him, Shri Shenoy Vishwanath V and Shri
K.Ramachandran are the other two ED on the board of Indian Bank.

Government Appoints Dr. GP Samanta as new Chief Statistician of India

The Central Government has appointed Dr. G P Samanta as the new Chief Statistician of India (CSI)
for a period of two years. He is India’s fourth Chief Statistician of India (CSI). Currently, Dr Samanta is
serving as an adviser in the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) Department Of Statistics and Information
Management. Dr. Samanta will also serve as the Secretary in the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI).

Union Minister Anurag Thakur becomes first serving MP to get promoted as Captain in
Territorial Army

Union Minister of State for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Anurag Thakur has been appointed as
Captain in the Territorial Army on March 10, 2021. Anurag Thakur has been promoted to the rank of
Captain at 124 Infantry Battalion Territorial Army (Sikh). He is the first serving Member of Parliament
(MP) to become a regular commissioned officer in the Territorial Army. Anurag Thakur is a four-time
BJP MP from Hamirpur in Himachal Pradesh.

CAG of India Girish Murmu re-appointed Chairman of UN Panel of External Auditors for 2021

Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) Girish Chandra Murmu has been re-appointed as the
Chairman of the Panel of External Auditors of the United Nations for the year 2021.

P K Sinha, Principal Adviser to PM Modi Resigns

Former Cabinet Secretary P.K. Sinha, the Principal Advisor to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has
resigned from the PMO, citing “personal reasons”. Sinha, a 1977-batch retired IAS officer from Uttar
Pradesh cadre, was appointed Principal Adviser to the PM in September 2019.

Kuldiep Singh appointed as Chief of Central Reserve Police Force

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has appointed senior IPS officer Kuldiep Singh as the
Director General (DG) of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). Kuldiep Singh, a 1986 batch IPS
officer of the West Bengal cadre, is presently the Special DG, CRPF. The appointment of Singh as
DG of CRPF will be effective from March 01, 2021, up to September 30, 2022 i.e. date of his
superannuation.

Dattatreya Hosabale elected as RSS General Secretary

The Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha of RSS has elected Dattatreya Hosabale as its Sarkaryavah or
General Secretary for a period of three years. Dattatreya Hosabale was Sah Sarkaryavah of RSS



ExamsCart.com

since 2009. He replaces Bhaiyyaji Joshi. The election was held in the Pratinidhi Sabha held in
Bengaluru. Dattatreya Hosabale hailing from Shivamogga district in Karnataka joined RSS in 1968.

Samia Suluhu Hassan sworn in as Tanzania’s first woman President

Samia Suluhu Hassan was sworn in as the sixth President of Tanzania on March 19, 2021, becoming
the first female leader of the East African country. The 61-year-old Hassan assumed the presidency,
following the death of previous President John Magfufuli, due to heart condition. Hassan will finish
Magufuli’s second five-year term, which will run until 2025.

Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan appointed as Chairman of ‘Stop TB Partnership Board’

The Union minister for Health and Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan, has been appointed as the
Chairman of the Stop TB Partnership Board. He will serve a three year term as the chair of the board
of Stop TB Partnership, which will commence from July 2021.

President appoints Rajendra Badamikar and Sushree Khazi Jayabunnisa Mohiuddin as
Additional Judges to Karnataka High Court

President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Rajendra Badamikar and Sushree Khazi Jayabunnisa
Mohiuddin as Additional Judges of Karnataka High Court for a period of two years. The Department
of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice has issued a notification in this regard.

Chitra Nayak appointed as Independent Director of Infosys

IT services major Infosys announced the appointment of former Salesforce executiveChitra Nayak as
an independent director. Nayak has over 25 years of professional experience in go-to-market,
general management, and operations leadership roles at various organisations.

SPORTS

Ladakh Sqay Team wins eight medals in 21st National Sqay Championship

Ladakh Sqay Team won eight medals in the recently concluded 21st National Sqay Championship
held at Jaipur in Rajasthan. It was also presented an Outstanding Performance Award by the Sqay
Federation of India.

Vinesh Phogat bags Gold in Ukraine wrestling event

Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat has won the gold medal in the women's 53-kg category at XXIV
Outstanding Ukrainian Wrestlers and Coaches Memorial in Kyiv, Ukraine. Vinesh Phogat defeated
world number seven Vanesa Kaladzinskaya of Belarus in the finals to win the gold medal and make a
winning return to her first competitive outing since the Covid-19 induced lockdown.
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Manish Kaushik clinches gold at Boxam International Tournament

Manish Kaushik clinched gold as Indian boxers concluded their impressive campaign at the Boxam
International Tournament with 10 medals in Castellon, Spain.

Chess player Koneru Humpy from Andhra Pradesh wins BBC ISWOTY for 2020

Chess player Koneru Humpy from Andhra Pradesh has won the BBC Indian Sportswoman of the
Year award (ISWOTY) for 2020, following a public vote. The 33-year-old beat sprinter Dutee Chand,
airgun shooter Manu Bhaker, wrestler Vinesh Phogat and India hockey captain Rani Rampal to the
award. Humpy is the World Rapid Chess champion having won the title in December 2019 after a
two-year maternity break. In 2020, she won the Cairns Cup, an elite-level tournament for the top
female players.

India's Singhraj wins gold in World Shooting Para Sport World Cup

In para-shooting, Indian para-athlete Singhraj won gold medal in the 2021 World Shooting Para Sport
World Cup being held at Al Ain in the UAE. He defeated Uzbekistan's Server Ibragimov to get the top
honour in the P1 - Men's 10m Air Pistol SH1 final.

India Legends beat Sri Lanka Legends in Road Safety World Series T-20

In Cricket, India Legends defeated Sri Lanka Legends by 14 runs in the final of Road Safety World
Series to clinch the title at Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Stadium in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. Yusuf Pathan who smashed an unbeaten 62 and picked up two wickets in his four-over
spell was adjudged player of the match for his all-round performance in the summit clash. Sachin
Tendulkar, captain of the India Legends, finished the tournament as the third-highest run-getter in the
tournament.

Malaysia's Lee Zii Jia wins All England Badminton Championships Men's title; Nozomi
Okuhara clinches Women's title

Malaysia's Lee Zii Jia has won the All England Badminton Championships men's title as he defeated
Denmark's Viktor Axelsen in the summit clash. Japan's Nozomi Okuhara won the women's title as
she defeated Pornpawee Chochuwong 21-12, 21-16 in the finals.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

India conducts successful flight test of SFDR technology off Odisha coast

Defence Research and Development Organisation has successfully carried out a flight demonstration
based on Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet technology from Integrated Test Range Chandipur off the coast
of Odisha. The Defence Ministry said all the subsystems, including the booster motor and nozzle-less



ExamsCart.com

motor, performed as expected. During the test, many new technologies were proven, including Solid
Fuel based Ducted Ramjet technology.

World’s fastest supercomputer “Fugaku’ begins operations

The world’s most powerful supercomputer named “Fugaku”, developed by Japanese scientific
research institute RIKEN and Fujitsu, has been made available for research work. Fugaku will help
the Japanese government to achieve its vision to establish an ultra-smart Society 5.0, where all
people live safe and comfortable lives. Fugaku computer has 100 times the application performance
of K supercomputer and is developed to implement high-resolution, long-duration and large-scale
simulations.

BOOKS & AUTHORS

Book Titled ‘Advantage India: The Story of Indian Tennis’ by Anindya Dutta

The banker-turned-author Anindya Dutta has come out with his new book titled “Advantage India:
The Story of Indian Tennis”, which is about the history of Indian tennis. The book revolves around
pre-Independence tennis and early players like Ramanathan Krishnan and Vijay Amritraj. Westland
Sport is the publisher of the book.

INDEX / RANKING

India ranks 139 while Finland tops among 149 countries in World Happiness Report 2021

India has been placed at 139th position out of 149 countries in the UN World Happiness Report 2021
released on March 19, 2021. In 2019, India was ranked 140th. The World Happiness Report 2021
has been topped by Finland, for the fourth consecutive year.
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DEFENCE

France launches first military exercises in space

France launched its first military exercise in space this week to evaluate its ability to defend its
satellites and other defense equipment from an attack. Michel Friedling, the head of France's newly
created Space Command said the exercises are a "stress-test of their systems. He said that they
were a first for the French army and even a first in Europe. The exercise, codenamed "AsterX" in
memory of the first French satellite from 1965, will be based on 18 simulated events in an operations
room.

India - Uzbekistan joint military exercise DUSTLIK II begins in Uttarakhand

The India - Uzbekistan joint military exercise DUSTLIK II commenced today in Foreign Training Node
Chaubatia, Ranikhet in Uttarakhand. This is the Second Edition of annual bilateral joint exercise of
both armies. It will continue till the 19th of this month. The first edition of the exercise was held in
Uzbekistan in November 2019. 45 Soldiers each from Uzbekistan and Indian Army are participating
in the exercise.

OBITUARY

BJP MP Nand Kumar Singh Chauhan passes away

BJP MP from Khandwa, Nand Kumar Singh Chauhan passed away in Medanta Hospital, Delhi-NCR
last night. He had tested positive for COVID19 and was undergoing treatment at Delhi.

Veteran Marathi actor Shrikant Moghe dies at 91

Veteran Marathi actor Shrikant Moghe died in Pune. He was 91. He was active in Marathi Stage and
Film industry for more than 50 years. Moghe was famous for his roles in Marathi films like
Madhuchandra, Sinhaasan, Gammat Jammat, Umbaratha and Vasudev Balwant Phadke; and
Marathi stage plays Varyavarchi Varaat, Tuze Aahe Tujapashi and Lekure Udand Jali.

Former Rajasthan governor Anshuman Singh passes away

Justice Shri Anshuman Singh, the former Governor of Rajasthan & Gujarat, has passed away due to
some health ailments. He was 86. Anshuman Singh was a retired Justice who served as the
Governor of Rajasthan from January, 1999 till 2003.
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Brahma Kumaris’ chief Dadi Hriday Mohini passes away

Dadi Hriday Mohini, the chief administrator of the spiritual movement Brahma Kumaris, died at a
private hospital in Mumbai. She was 93. She played a pivotal role in spreading the positive message
of the Brahma Kumaris family globally.

Noted Kathakali artist Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair passes away

Noted Kathakali artist Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair passed away in Kozhikode, Kerala this
morning. The 105-year old had won the hearts of Kathakali lovers for several decades for his mudras,
charm and grace. Nation had awarded him with Padma Shri in 2017 for his contributions to Kathakali.

Renowned Padma Bhushan winning painter Laxman Pai passes away

Renowned Indian artist and painter Laxman Pai has passed away. He was 95. The Goa-based
painter was a recipient of the Padma Bhushan, India’s third highest civilian honour

Former Boxing Champion ‘Marvelous’ Marvin Hagler passes away

The former undisputed middleweight boxing legend “Marvelous” Marvin Hagler has passed away. He
was 66. He was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame and the World Boxing Hall of
Fame in 1993.

Tanzanian President John Magufuli passes away

Tanzania's President John Magufuli has passed away. He was 61.The President died of a heart
ailment that he has battled for over 10 years. The Vice President announced 14 days of national
mourning.

Former Union Minister and BJP leader Dilip Gandhi passes away

Former Union Minister and BJP leader Dilip Gandhi has passed away. He passed away at the age of
69. Gandhi has represented the Ahmednagar South constituency three times as an MP.

Audio cassette tape inventor Lou Ottens passes away

Lou Ottens, the Dutch engineer who is credited with the invention of the audio cassette tape, has
passed away. He was 94. Ottens founded the cassettes in the year 1960s, while he was employed
with tech giant Philips. Later it led to the invention of the first reel-to-reel walkman in 1963.

Noted writer & filmmaker Sagar Sarhadi passes away

Noted writer and filmmaker Sagar Sarhadi, known for films like "Kabhi Kabhie", "Silsila", and
"Bazaar", passed away. He was 88. Sarhadi began his career writing Urdu short stories and entered
Bollywood via Yash Chopra's 1976 "Kabhi Kabhie", starring Amitabh Bachchan and Raakhee.
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Former RBI deputy governor K C Chakrabarty passes away

Former Deputy Governor of Reserve Bank K C Chakrabarty passed away. He was 68.

Noted journalist and author Anil Dharker passes away

Noted journalist and author Anil Dharker passed away. He was 74. He was undergoing treatment for
a heart ailment. Anil Dharker was the founder and director of the Mumbai International Literary
Festival.
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