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Weekly Current Affairs 

(8th February 2021 to 14th February 2021) 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

 

International Day of Women and Girls in Science is observed on 11 February 

The International Day of Women and Girls in Science is celebrated on 11 February every year. The                 
2021 theme of the Day is “Women Scientists at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19”. 

World Unani Day is observed on 11 February 

World Unani Day is observed globally on February 11 every year to mark the birthday of “Hakim                 
Ajmal Khan”, an eminent Indian Unani physician. The first Unani Day was celebrated in 2017 at                
Central Research Institute of Unani Medicine (CRIUM), Hyderabad. Objective of the day is to spread               
awareness in masses and action about healthcare delivery through the Unani system of medicine              
worldwide through its preventive and curative philosophy. 

World Radio Day is celebrated on February 13 

World Radio Day (WRD) is being celebrated across the Globe on February 13. The day was                
proclaimed by the member states of UNESCO in 2011 and subsequently adopted by the United               
Nations General Assembly in 2012 as an International Day. According to UNESCO, radio is a               
powerful medium for celebrating humanity and constitutes a platform for democratic discourse. The             
theme of World Radio Day 2021 is ‘”New World, New Radio”. The theme is further divided into three                  
sub-themes: a) Evolution, b) Innovation, and c) Connection. 

National Women’s Day in India is observed on February 13 

India celebrates Sarojini Naidu's birthday as National Women's Day every year on February 13. She               
was born on February 13, 1879. She was famous for her nickname 'Nightingale of India' or 'Bharat                 
Kokila' because of her poems. She has written several poems on themes like romance, patriotism,               
and tragedy. 
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STATE NEWS 

 

PM Modi launches Asom Mala in Assam's Sonitpur district 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the ‘Asom Mala’ programme in Dhekiajuli of Sonitpur district.              
As per the PMO, this initiative will boost the state’s road infrastructure and contribute to Assam’s                
economic progress and improve connectivity. 

India's first geothermal power project to be established at Puga village of eastern Ladakh 

India's first geothermal power project will be established at Puga village of eastern Ladakh. Puga has                
been identified as the hotspot of geothermal energy in the country by the scientists. India's first ever                 
geothermal power project, known as Geothermal Field Development Project is planned to            
commission by the end of 2022. The tripartite MOU was signed between ONGC Energy, LAHDC, Leh                
and the Power Department of UT Ladakh. 

Kerala to gets its first human milk bank 

The State's first human milk bank was inaugurated at the Ernakulam General Hospital by Health               
Minister K.K. Shylaja. The facility will ensure breast milk for newborns who cannot be breastfed by                
their own mothers, who might be deceased, unwell or unable to produce sufficient milk. 

NCW in collaboration with Social Welfare Department of J&K holds first ever Mahila Jan              
Sunwai Programme in Jammu 

In Jammu and Kashmir, the National Commission for Women (NCW) in collaboration with the Social               
Welfare Department of the Union Territory held the first ever Mahila Jan Sunwai Programme in               
Jammu.  

Uttar Pradesh Government announces unique 16-digit Unicode to identify landholdings 

The Uttar Pradesh government has introduced a system of issuing a unique 16-digit Unicode to mark                
all kinds of landholdings in the state. Purpose of the unicode is to check cases of land disputes, put                   
an end to fake registries of disputed land and save people from falling into the trap of fraudsters. 

Odisha launches citizen-centric on-line services of State Transport department 

The Odisha govt. launched various citizen-centric on-line services of the State Transport department. 
On the occasion, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik said that the digital initiative will allow freedom to the 
vehicle owners to choose any transport office of the state for vehicle related services. AIR 
correspondent reports that with the state road transport offices going paperless and contactless, long 
queues in front of the transport offices across the state will soon be a thing of the past-said the chief 
minister while rolling out the services. 
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Maharashtra govt signs MoU with Flipkart to promote wooden toys, local artifacts, handicrafts 

In order to promote wooden toys, local artifacts, handicrafts Maharashtra Small Industries 
Development Corporation and Maharashtra State Khadi & Village Industries Board have signed a 
MoU with Flipkart. This MoU will enable artisans, weavers, craftsmen & MSMEs from Maharashtra to 
showcase their products to millions of customers in India. Flipkart will provide free training for 
packaging and branding to all these manufacturers. 

Robotic Spa’ facility inaugurated at Visakhapatnam railway station 

Waltair Division, in its efforts to enhance the passenger amenities at Railway stations, has              
commissioned another innovative facility called Robotic Spa under Non-fare revenue at           
Visakhapatnam railway station. The Robotic Spa comprising Relaxing Chair, Foot massager and Fish             
pedicure spa gives a pleasant experience to the Rail Customers waiting at Visakhapatnam railway              
station. The motto behind such an innovative model is to facilitate the esteemed rail customers to                
spend quality time while waiting for trains. 

₹220-crore solar power plant to be set up in Andhra Pradesh 

Amara Raja Batteries Ltd (ARBL) said that it would set up a 50 megawatt solar power plant in                  
Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh at a total outlay of ₹220 crore. "This will further reduce the cost of                   
power and simultaneously bring down the company's carbon footprint," the company said in a              
statement. 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

 

PM to inaugurate World Sustainable Development Summit 2021 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the World Sustainable Development Summit 2021 on             
10th of February at 6.30 P.M. via video conferencing. The theme of the summit is ‘Redefining Our                 
Common Future: Safe and Secure Environment for All’. The 20th edition of The Energy and               
Resources Institute’s (TERI) flagship event- the World Sustainable Development Summit, will be held             
online from 10th to 12th February. The summit will bring together a wide number of governments,                
business leaders, academicians, climate scientists, youth and the civil society in the fight against              
climate change. 

Rajya Sabha passes Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2021 

Rajya Sabha passed The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2021. It will replace              
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Ordinance of 2021 which merged the Jammu and             
Kashmir cadre of the Indian Administrative Service, Indian Police Service, and Indian Forest Service              
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with the Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram, and Union Territory cadre, also known as AGMUT cadre.               
The President had promulgated the ordinance last month to amend the Jammu and Kashmir              
Reorganisation Act, 2019. 

Hardeep Singh Puri introduces National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)            
Second (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in Rajya Sabha 

Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri introduced the National Capital Territory              
of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in the Rajya Sabha. The Bill will                
replace the The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second (Amendment)             
Ordinance, 2020 which was promulgated by President Ram Nath Kovind on 30th December 2020. It               
amends the National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second Act, 2011. 

Centre allocates Rs 16,000 cr for PM Fasal Bima Yojana 

Government has allocated 16,000 crore rupees for Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for 2021-22 to               
boost the safety of farmers' crops. The Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Ministry said this will ensure                
maximum benefit of crop insurance reaches to farmers. The Ministry said, this is a budgetary               
increase of around 305 crore rupees as against the previous fiscal year 2020-21, which reiterates the                
government's commitment towards growth of the agriculture sector in the country. 

Centre proposes to provide 1000 crore rupees for welfare of tea workers of Assam 

The Centre in its Union Budget for the next fiscal has proposed to provide one thousand crore rupees                  
for the welfare of tea workers of Assam and West Bengal. The amount will be spent especially for the                   
welfare of women and children associated with the tea gardens in these states. 

Govt launches new Central Sector Scheme titled 'Formation and Promotion of 10,000 FPOs 

The Ministry of Agriculture has said that the government has launched a new Central Sector Scheme                
titled 'Formation and Promotion of 10,000 Farmer Produce Organizations (FPOs)' and it has             
committed resources in this regard with a budgetary provision of Rs 6,865 crore. The Ministry in a                 
statement said that FPOs are to be developed to produce clusters, wherein agricultural and              
horticultural products are grown for leveraging economies of scale and improving market access for              
members. 

National Horticulture Fair 2021 begins in Bengaluru 

The Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmer Welfare, Kailash Choudhry, inaugurated the              
National Horticulture Fair (NHF) 2021 on February 08, 2021 in Bengaluru via virtual mode. The               
five-day long event has been organised by the Indian Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR), from               
February 8 to February 12 at its IIHR campus situated in Hesaraghatta, Bengaluru. The theme of                
NHF 2021 is ‘Horticulture for Start-Up and Stand-Up India’. 
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DDA approves draft 'Green Development Area' policy for sustainable development 

The DDA approved a draft policy that provides a comprehensive framework for defining minimum              
land area required for green development and ensuring seamless development of infrastructure with             
sustainability. The policy will now be put in the public domain for inviting objections or suggestions.                
The objection and suggestions shall be placed before the Board of Enquiry and Hearing (BOEH). 

Cabinet approves ₹100 crore grant-in-aid for Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved a              
₹100 crore grant-in-aid to Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizers Corporation Limited (BVFCL), Assam, to            
help sustain operations of its urea manufacturing units. The company is the first gas-based urea               
manufacturing unit in India and has all infrastructure and feedstock availability, but it has been difficult                
to maintain reasonable production levels in a cost-effective manner because of old and obsolete              
technology. 

PM Modi to inaugurate Maritime India Summit-2021 on 2nd March 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Maritime India Summit-2021 on 2nd March. Minister              
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Mansukh Mandaviya said, around 20 thousand delegates will             
participate, 24 partner countries will join and more than 400 Projects are set to be showcased in the                  
2nd edition of Maritime India Summit 2021 to be held virtually from 2nd March to 4th March. The                  
event is being organised by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways jointly with FICCI as                
Industrial Partner and EY as Knowledge Partner. 

First ever India Toy Fair to be organised from 27th February to 2nd March 

The Government is organising the first ever India Toy Fair from 27th February to 2nd March. Women                 
and Child Development Minister Smriti Zubin Irani, Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank            
and Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal jointly inaugurated the website of The India Toy               
Fair-2021 in New Delhi. 

India’s first ever CNG Tractor to be launched 

India’s first ever CNG Tractor will be launched. This will help farmers increase their income, by                
lowering costs and help to create job opportunities in rural India. The Road Transport and Highways                
Ministry said the most important benefit for the farmer will be to save more than one lakh rupees                  
annually on fuel costs, which will help them to improve their livelihood. It will also help farmers to                  
save up to 50 per cent on the fuel cost as the current Diesel prices are around 77 rupees per litre                     
whereas CNG is only 42 rupees per kilogram. 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurates more than 57,000 water structures in MP under             
'Jalabhishekam' campaign 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh virtually inaugurated more than 57,000 water structures            
constructed in Madhya Pradesh under the 'Jalabhishekam' campaign from New Delhi. Union Minister             
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Narendra Singh Tomar also attended the program virtually organised in the presence of Chief              
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan at Bhopal. 

Upper ceiling for family pension raised from Rs 45,000 to Rs 1,25,000 per month 

Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Dr.Jitendra Singh said that in a far                
reaching reform regarding family pensions the upper ceiling has been raised from Rs 45,000 to Rs                
1,25,000 per month. He said, the move will bring 'Ease of Living' for the family members of the                  
deceased employees and would provide adequate financial security to them. 

Amit Shah approves over ₹3000 cr assistance for 5 states hit by natural disasters 

Four states that were hit by natural disasters in 2020 -Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Tamil Nadu and                
Puducherry - will get about ₹3,000 crore central assistance under the National Disaster Response              
Fund (NDRF). Madhya Pradesh, meanwhile, will receive ₹1,280.18 crore for pest attack during Kharif              
season. AP will get ₹280.78 crore and Bihar ₹1,255.27 crore for floods during the SW monsoon.                
Tamil Nadu will get ₹63.14 crore for cyclone Nivar and ₹223.77 crore for cyclone Burevi. Puducherry                
will get ₹9.91 crore Nivar. 

World Bank, Govt. of India and Govt. of Chhattisgarh signed an agreement worth USD 100               
million for project CHIRAAG 

The Government of India, jointly with the Government of Chhattisgarh has signed an agreement              
worth USD 100 million with the World Bank for project CHIRAAG (Chhattisgarh Inclusive Rural and               
Accelerated Agriculture Growth). CHIRAAG Project aims to develop sustainable production systems           
in the state of Chhattisgarh, that will allow tribal households in remote areas of the state to produce                  
diversified and nutritious food, round-the-year. 

Lok Sabha gives nod to Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill 2021 

Lok Sabha gave its nod to Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill 2021. The Bill contains               
provisions to deal with domestic and international arbitration. It defines law for conducting conciliation              
proceedings. The Bill replaces an Ordinance with the same provisions promulgated on 4th November              
last year. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

South Korea to Build World’s Largest Offshore Wind Farm 

President Moon Jae-in-led South Korea Government has approved a plan to build the world’s largest               
wind power plant in the country by 2030. The project will help to foster an environmentally-friendly                
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and fasten the step to achieve the target of becoming carbon                
neutral by 2050. The estimated cost of the project is 48.5 trillion won ($43.2 billion). The Wind power                  
Plant will be located in the southwestern coastal town of Sinan. It will have a maximum capacity of                  
8.2 gigawatts. 

India, Afghanistan ink pact to build Shahtoot Dam in Kabul 

India and Afghanistan ink pact to build Shahtoot Dam in Kabul. The Shahtoot dam is to be built on                   
the Maidan river tributary of Kabul river. The project has been in the works for several years even as                   
Pakistan has expressed concern that it would reduce water flow into the country. It is part of new                  
development initiatives unveiled by India last November. India has also taken up community projects              
worth $80 million in Afghanistan as part of a programme to take development to the farthest corners                 
of Afghanistan through schemes directly impacting the lives of Afghans. 

Suzanne Clark to become first woman to lead US Chamber of Commerce 

The US Chamber of Commerce will soon see Suzanne Clark as its next CEO, the first woman to                  
helm the group. Clark, who's currently president of the US Chamber, will succeed Thomas J.               
Donohue. Her appointment comes at a time when the business community faces challenges             
including economic fallout. 

US President Joe Biden signs order for sanctions on leaders of military coup in Myanmar 

US President Joe Biden has signed an executive order imposing sanctions on the leaders of the                
military coup in Myanmar. The US President said he has approved a new executive order allowing                
the United States to immediately sanction the military leaders who directed the coup, their business               
interests as well as close family members. He said they would identify targets of those sanctions this                 
week. 

Bangladesh receives USD 200 mn from World Bank for safe water and sanitation services in               
Rural areas 

Bangladesh has received USD 200 million for Water Sanitation, Hygiene (WASH) project for rural              
areas from the World Bank. The agreement was signed between the government of Bangladesh and               
the World Bank. The project is planned to help 3.6 million to access hygienic sanitation facilities and                 
about 6 lakh people to access clean water in rural areas. The WB funding will provide microcredits to                  
both households and entrepreneurs for water and sanitation facilities. More than 3 lakh poorest              
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households will receive fully subsidised toilets. Apart from household water connections, the project             
will construct 3000 community piped water schemes. 

China celebrates Lunar New Year on February 12 

China is celebrating Lunar New Year on 12th February as it ushered into the Year of the Ox. It is one                     
of the most important Chinese festivals, also known as the Chinese New Year or Spring Festival. In                 
China, the festival lasts 15 days, starting with a feast the night of New Year's Eve and ending this                   
year with the Spring Lantern Festival on 26th Feb. People wear special clothes, write Spring Festival                
couplets, make dumplings, hang up lanterns and the characters for luck. Festivities started in the last                
lunar month of the Laba Festival. 

Mario Draghi sworn in as PM of Italy 

The ex-head of the European Central Bank, Mario Draghi, sworn in as Italian Prime Minister. He has                 
secured the support of almost all the main political parties, following the collapse of the previous                
administration last month. 

 

BANKING & FINANCE 

 

Federal Bank launches ‘FedFirst’ savings account scheme for children 

Federal Bank has launched a special savings account scheme for children below the age of 18 years,                 
called FedFirst. The account will develop among children healthy saving and spending habits, and              
give them the freedom to save, spend and earn. The account comes with FedFirst contactless Debit                
Card with a daily cash withdrawal limit of Rs. 2,500. 

RBI announces ₹20,000 crore worth of government bond purchase 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said it will purchase government securities worth ₹20,000 crore               
through open market operations (OMOs) to keep the yields in check so that the government               
borrowing programme goes through. The central bank will purchase long-term securities maturing in             
2024, 2028, 2030 and 2034, according to an RBI notification. The bond market had been waiting for                 
the OMO announcement ever since the government had announced, in the Union Budget, its intent               
to raise Rs12 trillion through a borrowing programme for the next fiscal and an additional Rs80,000                
crore for this year. 

PNB inks deal with Indian Oil to provide up to ₹2 crore loan to dealers 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with India Oil             
Corporation Ltd to cater to the financing needs of the IndianOil dealers. The MoU would benefit                
dealers with credit facilities at lower interest rates, nil margin, and with minimum or zero collateral                
requirements through the PNB e-Dealer scheme. 
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State Bank of India revises FY21 GDP estimates to -7.0 % 

State Bank of India’s Economic Research Department revised FY21 GDP estimates to -7.0%.             
Previously it had estimated GDP at -7.4%.SBI is expecting FY 22 GDP to be 11%. But it has                  
cautioned that all projections are conditional on the absence of any rise in infections. The report says                 
the 9.5% fiscal deficit of the Centre might be on the higher side. SBI has already estimated that                  
excluding off-balance sheet liabilities, fiscal deficit of the Centre is at 8.7% of GDP. 

ICICI Pru launches goal-based savings product GIFT 

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance has recently launched Guaranteed Income for Tomorrow or GIFT that              
helps policyholders to achieve their long-term financial goals. GIFT is a great way to save for your                 
mid to long term goals like children education, retirement. 

IRDAI advises all insurance companies for issuance of Digital Insurance Policies via            
DigiLocker 

Insurance Regulatory Authority of India, IRDAI has advised all insurance companies for issuance of              
Digital Insurance Policies via DigiLocker. In a circular, the Authority advised all insurers to enable               
their IT systems to interact with Digilocker facility to enable policyholders to use digilocker for               
preserving all their policy documents. The circular also mentioned that the insurers should inform              
their retail policy holders about Digilocker and how to use it. Digilocker is an initiative under the Digital                  
India programme by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology where citizens can get              
authentic documents and certificates in digital format from original issuers of these certificates. 

 

 

BUSINESS & ECONOMY 

 

New Development Bank commits $100 mn to NIIF Fund of Funds 

The National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) said the New Development Bank, formerly             
known as the BRICS Development Bank, has committed to invest $100 million into NIIF Fund of                
Funds (FoF), which pumps capital into Indian private capital funds. Through this investment in the               
FoF, NDB aims to support private capital investments in India when Indian companies are seeking               
much-needed equity to achieve their long-term growth. 

Volkswagen, Microsoft extend collaboration to self-driving car software 

Volkswagen AG and Microsoft Corp. are expanding their cooperation involving the U.S. software             
giant’s cloud technology to include speeding up development of automated driving. VW’s new             
software division will build a cloud-based platform with Microsoft that will help simplify development              
processes and allow faster integration into its vehicle fleet. 
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SBI achieves ₹5 lakh trillion mark in home loan segment 

State Bank of India (SBI) has reached another landmark by crossing the ₹5 trillion (5 Lakh crore)                 
mark in its home loan segment. The bank has set its sight on achieving a home loan AUM of ₹7                    
trillion by FY 2024. 

 

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 

 

Australia’s Robert Irwin wins Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2021 

Robert Irwin, an Australian wildlife photographer, has won the first prize in the Wildlife Photographer               
of the Year People’s Choice Award Contest. Robert won the award for the image titled ‘bushfire’,                
which is the picture of the devastating Australian Bushfire in 2020, he captured using a drone, near                 
the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve in Cape York, Queensland. The Wildlife Photographer of the Year is                
the largest wildlife photography competition in the world, organised by the Natural History Museum. 

Tamil Movie “Koozhangal” Wins Tiger Award at Rotterdam International Film Festival 2021 

The Tamil film “Koozhangal” has won “Tiger” award, at the 50th edition of the International Film                
Festival Rotterdam 2021. The Tiger award is the top honour of the festival, given for best film.                 
Koozhangal (meaning Pebbles) has been Produced by Nayanthara and directed by Vinod Raj PS. 

 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

 

Nigeria’s Okonjo-Iweala set to become first female Chief of WTO 

Nigerian economist Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, has been chosen as the next Director General of the World               
Trade Organization (WTO). She would be the first woman as well as the first African national to lead                  
the organization. Okonjo-Iweala, the former finance minister of Nigeria, will succeed Roberto            
Azevedo, who stepped down in August 2020. 

Rajnish Kumar appointed as exclusive advisor of Kotak's Special Situation Fund 

Kotak Investment Advisors Limited (KIAL) announced that Rajnish Kumar, former Chairman of State             
Bank of India (SBI), would be exclusive advisor for its US$ 1 billion Special Situation Fund. 

Mallikarjun Kharge to be Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha 

Senior Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge will be the leader of opposition in Rajya Sabha,              
succeeding Ghulam Nabi Azad whose tenure comes to an end.  

 

 



                                                                                                                              ExamsCart.com 

Justice Puligoru Venkata Sanjay Kumar appointed as chief justice of Manipur High Court 

President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice Puligoru Venkata Sanjay Kumar as the Chief              
Justice of the Manipur High Court. A notification in this regard has been issued by the Ministry of Law                   
and Justice. Justice Puligoru Venkata Sanjay Kumar is presently Judge of the Punjab and Haryana               
High Court. 

Tata Motors appoints Marc Llistosella as new CEO & MD 

Tata Motors Ltd, India’s largest vehicle maker, named Marc Llistosella as the managing director and               
chief executive officer (MD and CEO) of its India business which comprises the commercial and               
passenger vehicle businesses. Marc Llisotsella is an experienced automotive executive with a long             
track record in greenfield projects, turnaround management and leading organizations. 

Volvo Cars appoints Jyoti Malhotra as MD in India 

Volvo Cars India has appointed Jyoti Malhotra as the new Managing Director of the company. The                
new appointment will come into effect from 1 March. With the appointment of Jyoti Malhotra, Volvo                
Cars India has chosen the first Indian to lead the company in India. 

India’s Ajay Mathur is set to become the next ISA chief 

Ajay Mathur, who heads the New Delhi-based The Energy and Research Institute, is set to become                
the next director general of the International Solar Alliance (ISA). ISA, co-founded by India and               
France, is the first treaty-based international government organization to be based in India. The              
alliance has become a significant public policy tool for India and is considered a counter to China’s                 
ambitious One Belt One Road initiative. His appointment is set to be finalized after Mauritius withdrew                
from the race. 

 

DEFENCE 

 

India-US Joint Military Exercise 'Yudh Abhyas' begins in Rajasthan 

The India-US Joint Military Exercise 'YUDH ABHYAS' commenced at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in              
Rajasthan with unfurling of the National Flags of both the countries. 14-day exercise is focused upon                
joint training on Counter Insurgency and terrorism under the United Nation's mandate. A number of               
aerial platforms including newly inducted indigenous Advanced Light Helicopter WSI ‘RUDRA’, MI -             
17, Chinooks, Stryker Vehicles of US Army and BMP-2 Mechanised Infantry Combat Vehicles of              
Indian Army, will be utilised in the exercise. 
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BOOKS & AUTHOR 

 

Mohammad Hamid Ansari has written a book titled ‘BY MANY A HAPPY ACCIDENT:             
Recollections of a Life’ 

The former vice president of India, Mohammad Hamid Ansari has written a book titled ‘BY MANY A                 
HAPPY ACCIDENT: Recollections of a Life’. The book narrates about the life and work of Mr. Ansari,                 
from academia to professional diplomacy and then be co-opted in public life followed by acquiring the                
second highest office for two consecutive terms. The book has been published by the Rupa               
Publications India and has a foreword by Pranab Mukherjee. M. Hamid Ansari was the vice president                
of India and chairman of the Rajya Sabha for two consecutive terms from 2007 to 2017. 

Book titled ‘Platform Scale: For a Post-Pandemic World’ written by Sangeet Paul Choudary 

Entrepreneur-author Sangeet Paul Choudary, has come out with his new book titled “Platform Scale:              
For a Post-Pandemic World”. The book explains the importance of platform business models, their              
ability to scale rapidly and the factors that will cement their dominance in a post-pandemic world. The                 
book is published by Penguin Random House India. 

 

 

SPORTS 

 

Centre grants permission to BCCI to use drones for live aerial cinematography of India Cricket               
Season in 2021 

Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) have granted              
conditional exemption to the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) for the deployment of drones                 
for live aerial cinematography of the India Cricket Season in 2021. The conditional exemption is valid                
till 31st of December 2021 from the date of issue of the letter or until the full operationalization of                   
Digital Sky Platform-Phase-1. 
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OBITUARY 

 

Former US Secretary of State George Shultz passed away 

Former US Secretary of State, George Shultz who significantly shaped foreign policy in the late 20th                
Century, has died at the age of 100. He passed away at his home in California. He served three                   
former Presidents - Dwight Eisenhower, Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan - in various roles. 

India Tennis Legend and Davis Cup Coach Akhtar Ali passed away 

A former Davis Cup coach and legendary Indian tennis player, Akhtar Ali, has passed away, as he                 
was suffering from Parkinson’s disease and other health issues. He was 81.Akhtar Ali, was a father                
figure in Indian tennis. He represented India continuously in eight Davis Cup between 1958 and 1964                
and was captain of Indian Davis Cup in 2008. 
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