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Weekly Current Affairs 

(1st February 2021 to 7th February 2021) 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

 

Indian Coast Guard celebrates its 45th Raising Day on 01 February 2021 

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) is celebrating its 45th Raising Day on 01 February 2021. The ICG was                  
formally established on February 1, 1977, by the Coast Guard Act, 1978 of the Parliament of India. It                  
operates under the Ministry of Defence. 

World Wetlands Day is observed on 02 February 

The World Wetlands Day is observed every year on February 2 globally. The day is celebrated to                 
mark the date of the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands on February 2, 1971, in the Iranian city                   
of Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian Sea. World Wetlands Day was first celebrated in 1997. 2021                  
marks 50 years of the Convention on Wetlands. The international theme for World Wetlands Day               
2021 is ‘Wetlands and Water’. 

World Cancer Day is observed on February 4 

World Cancer Day is observed every year on 4 February by the Union for International Cancer                
Control (UICC). Purpose of the day is to raise awareness and education about cancer, and pressing                
governments and individuals across the world to take action against the disease. Theme for World               
Cancer Day 2021 is ‘I Am And I Will’. 

International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation is observed on February 6 

International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation is a United Nations-sponsored             
annual awareness day that takes place on February 6 as part of the UN's efforts to eradicate female                  
genital mutilation. It was first introduced in 2003. It was first held in 2003. Theme for 2021 is- No time                    
for global inaction: unite, fund and act to end FGM/C. 
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STATE NEWS 

 

Biggest Aero show of Asia to begin in Bengaluru 

Asia’s biggest Aero show will kickstart in Bengaluru. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will inaugurate              
the three-days mega Aero India show i.e. taking place for the first time in a hybrid mode due to                   
COVID Pandemic. For the first time Defence Ministers of Indian Ocean region from 27 countries will                
participate in person or through virtual mode in a conclave organised on the sidelines to discuss                
shared threats and cooperation in disaster management. 

Varanasi receives second cruise boat under PRASAD scheme 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's parliamentary constituency, Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh, received the            
second cruise boat under the Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive (PRASAD)            
scheme of the Central Government. This two-tier cruise boat will run in waters of Ganga river and                 
show the tourists the spectacular view of 84 ghats of Kashi. State tourism Minister Neelkanth Tiwari                
received the cruise at Ravidas Ghat. He said that it will help in promoting the tourism sector of the                   
city. 

Uttarakhand sets up Botanical Garden to conserve 210 species of trees of Shivalik range 

In Nainital district of Uttarakhand, a first of its kind botanical garden named ‘Shivalik Arboretum’ has                
been inaugurated, for conserving over 210 species of trees found in the Shivalik range of Himalayas.                
Shivalik Arboretum aims to spread nature education among people so that they are able to feel an                 
emotional connection with the trees, and make them more active towards conservation. 

Maharashtra tops 2nd India Justice Report for delivering justice to people 

Maharashtra has retained its top rank in the second edition of the India Justice Report – 2020, which                  
judges states in terms of delivery of justice to people. Maharashtra retained its number one position                
among 18 large and mid -sized states (where population is over one crore each). Tamil Nadu and                 
Telangana were second and third respectively in the same category. Among the 7 small states               
(where the population is less than one crore each), Tripura has topped the list followed by Sikkim and                  
Goa. 

MSME wing of GoI to cooperate in setting up industries up to 20 crore rupees in Dhanbad 

In Jharkhand, the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, MSME wing of the Government of India will                
cooperate in setting up industries up to 20 crore rupees in Dhanbad. Addressing a meeting with the                 
industrialists and members of Dhanbad Chamber and Industrial Organizations, MSME Director Dr.            
SK Sahu said that the central government will give 70 percent amount, while the remaining 30                
percent is to be borne by the state government and industrialists. 
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Maharashtra government decides to provide financial assistance to start-up 

Maharashtra government has decided to provide financial assistance to start-up for registration of             
Intellectual property rights and Quality testing certificate. It will help for employment generation and              
promote Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

India’s First Amputee Clinic Launched In Chandigarh 

The first of its kind ‘amputee clinic’ in India, has been launched by the Post Graduate Institute of                  
Medical Education and Research (PGIMER), a premier medical and research institution in            
Chandigarh. 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands becomes first Union Territory to be corona free 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands has become the first state or Union territory in the country to become                 
Covid-19 free with active cases falling to zero in the islands. Health ministry’s website reported that                
the last four infected persons in Andaman and Nicobar Islands have been declared cured. The UT                
had reported a total of 4,932 cases and 62 deaths from the virus. 

Arvind Kejriwal launches 'Delhi Switch' campaign to make people aware of clean vehicles 

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal today launched 'Delhi Switch' campaign to make people aware of clean               
vehicles. He appealed to people to buy such vehicles to combat pollution in the city. Speaking at the                  
event, he said that his government's vision is that 25% of new vehicles must be electric by 2024. He                   
said this at the 'Delhi Switch' campaign. 

CM Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurates first heliport of Assam in Majuli district 

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated the first heliport of the state in Majuli district.               
The heliport having facility for simultaneous landing of three helicopters was constructed at an              
expenditure of Rs 50 lakh. 

Odisha's Balasore to get country's first thunderstorm research testbed 

Odisha's Balasore will get the country's first thunderstorm research testbed, the India Meteorological             
Department (IMD). The objective of setting up the thunderstorm testbed is to minimize human              
fatalities and loss of property due to lightning strikes. Balasore's Chandipur has the Integrated Test               
Range for launching missiles. 

Himachal Pradesh becomes first State to implement e-cabinet 

Himachal Pradesh has become the first State in the country to make the end to end processing of the                   
cabinet paperless by implementing e-cabinet application. Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur inaugurated            
the first e-cabinet at Shimla. The e-cabinet application is also available as a Mobile App on android                 
devices. 
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Union Finance Minister attends third phase of Chah Bagicha Dhan Puraskar mela in Guwahati 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman attended the third phase of Chah Bagicha Dhan             
Puraskar mela in Guwahati . In the event, the Assam government is to distribute financial assistance                
of 3 thousand rupees each to nearly 7.5 lakh people belonging to tea garden areas. Assam Chief                 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Rameshwar            
Teli and state Finance Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma also attended the event. 

Karnataka govt sign Memorandum of Understanding with 34 Aerospace and Defence firms 

Karnataka has benefitted from the Aero India show that concluded in Bengaluru. The State              
Government signed Memorandum of Understanding with 34 Aerospace and Defence firms with an             
investment prospect of 2464 crore rupees that can generate 6462 direct employment opportunities.             
The minister for Large and Medium Industries Jagadish Shetter informed that the agreements signed              
during the Aero India Show will encourage aerospace and defence equipment manufacturers to set              
up bases in the state. 

Madhya Pradesh launches 'SAANS' campaign to reduce infant mortality 

The health department in Madhya Pradesh has launched the Social Awareness and Action to              
Neutralise Pneumonia Successfully (‘SAANS’) campaign with the aim of reducing infant mortality due             
to pneumonia. To reduce the death rate due to pneumonia among infants a strategy is being chalked                 
out under the Social awareness campaign in which medical staff is being trained. Training will be                
imparted at the community and primary health centres. Around 4,000 Health and Wellness Centres              
have been set up in Madhya Pradesh for this purpose. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

 

Prime Minister to inaugurate Chauri Chaura Centenary Celebrations 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Chauri Chaura Centenary Celebrations at Chauri             
Chaura, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh on Thursday through video conferencing. The day marks 100             
years of the Chauri Chaura incident, a landmark event in the country’s fight for independence. The                
Prime Minister will also release a postal stamp dedicated to the Chauri Chaura centenary during the                
event. Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath will also be present on the occasion. The                
centenary celebrations and various events planned by the State government will begin in all 75               
districts of the State from Thursday and will continue till 4th February 2022. 
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Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ addresses inaugural ceremony of ASEAN India Hackathon 

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ addressed the inaugural ceremony of the ASEAN            
India Hackathon. He said this Hackathon will provide a unique opportunity to India and ASEAN broad                
themes of “Blue Economy” and “Education”. ASEAN-INDIA Hackathon is an initiative taken by the              
Ministry of Education. The ASEAN India Hackathon is being organized online from 1st -3rd February               
2021 and prize distribution will take place on 4th February 2021. This unique hackathon offers               
opportunities for all the 10 ASEAN countries and India to forward their economic and cultural ties                
through collaboration in education, science and technology. 

Textile Minister Smriti Irani inaugurates 8th India International Silk Fair 

The Union Textiles Minister Smriti Irani inaugurated the 8th India International Silk Fair on Virtual               
Portal on 31st January 2021. The five days event is being held on Indian Silk Export Promotion                 
Council’s virtual platform due to COVID-19 pandemic. The fair is considered to be India’s biggest silk                
fair. 

Union Ministers jointly launch unified web portal for monitoring progress of GOBARDHAN            
activities 

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar, Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, Animal          
Husbandry Minister Giriraj Singh, Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Minister of             
State for Jal Shakti Rattan Lal Kataria jointly launched a unified web portal for monitoring the                
progress of GOBARDHAN activities across the nation. Gobardhan is an important component of             
Swachh Bharat Mission Phase-2 for organic solid waste management. 

India to host Indian Ocean Region Defence Ministers’ Conclave 

India will host Indian Ocean Region (IOR) Defence Ministers’ Conclave on the sidelines of Aero India                
2021. The broad theme of the conclave is ‘Enhanced Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Indian                
Ocean’. The event will commence with a welcome address by the Defence Secretary and addresses               
by Defence Ministers of different Indian Ocean Region Countries. 

India gets its first Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management in Chennai 

A dedicated Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management (CWCM) has been established at the              
National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management(NCSCM), Chennai, an institution under the           
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

‘Atmanirbharta’ named Oxford Hindi word of 2020 

Oxford Languages, the world’s leading dictionary publisher, has named ‘Aatmanirbharta’ as the Hindi             
word of the year 2020. ‘Aatmanirbharta’ means self-reliance. 
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BHEL commissions 800 MW thermal power plant in Madhya Pradesh 

Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has successfully commissioned the second unit (800 MW)             
of the 2x800 MW Gadarwara Super Thermal Power Project Stage-l. BHEL has commissioned 24 sets               
of supercritical boilers and 20 sets of supercritical turbine generators. 

Government to launch PLI scheme for air-conditioner, LED lights on 1 April 

The commerce and industry ministry will formally launch the production linked incentive (PLI) scheme              
for air conditioner and LED lights, worth ₹6,238 crore, on 1 April after the finance ministry's nod to the                   
proposal. 

Ayesha Aziz becomes India’s Youngest Female Pilot at 25 

Ayesha Aziz, a 25-year-old from Kashmir has become the youngest female pilot in the country. In                
2011, Ayesha Aziz had become the youngest Student pilot to get a license at the age of 15. She                   
underwent training to fly a MIG-29 jet at Russia's Sokol airbase the following year. 

Centre grants permission to raise additional five thousand 34 crore rupees through Open             
Market Borrowings to four states 

Government said that four more states Assam, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab have been              
granted permission to raise additional five thousand 34 crore rupees through Open Market             
Borrowings. The Finance Ministry said, these states have undertaken Ease of Doing Business             
reforms stipulated by the Department of Expenditure and have become eligible to mobilise additional              
financial resources. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

World Bank to provide USD 500 million to Bangladesh for improving Road and Digital              
Connectivity 

The government of Bangladesh signed an agreement with the World Bank for the upgradation of rural                
roads and connectivity in the western region on Monday. The project is expected to benefit over 20                 
million people in the western region of Bangladesh. The project will help upgrade the 48 kilometre                
two-lane Jessore-Jhenaidah road to a modern 4-lane highway. It will also help improve 600 kilometre               
of connecting rural roads and build or develop new rural markets. The project will finance installation                
of fiber-optic cables along the highway to ensure fast and reliable internet service, said the World                
Bank Press release. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                              ExamsCart.com 

Nguyen Phu Trong re-elected as Chief of ruling Communist Party of Vietnam for 3rd term 

The ruling Community Party of Vietnam has re-elected its 76-year-old General Secretary Nguyen Phu              
Trong for a third five-year term. He has been serving the post since 2011. Trong was granted an                  
exemption to contest in the election, though he was above the age limit of 65. 

Myanmar military announces new State Administrative Council 

The regime in Myanmar headed by the Army has announced a new State Administrative Council.               
The council headed by the Army Chief General Min Aung Hlaing has eleven members out of which                 
eight are from the military. 

US extends New START Nuclear Arms Control Treaty with Russia for five years 

The United States has extended the New START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) nuclear arms              
control treaty with Russia for five years. Announcing the move, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken                
said it made the world safer. The treaty, which first went into effect in 2011, limits the United States                   
and Russia to deploying no more than 1,550 strategic nuclear warheads each and imposes              
restrictions on the land- and submarine-based missiles and bombers to deliver them. 

India & Bahrain join hands for Renewable Energy 

India and Bahrain have agreed to forge deeper engagement in the field of renewable energy. The                
Joint Working Group in the field of Renewable Energy which held its first meeting in virtual format,                 
underscored the importance of renewable energy to meet climate change goals. A Memorandum of              
Understanding was signed in July 2018 between India and Bahrain for promoting bilateral             
cooperation in the field of Renewable Energy. 

14th International Children’s Film festival concludes in Bangladesh 

The 14th International Children’s Film Festival of Bangladesh (ICFFB) came to an end in Dhaka. 179                
films from 37 countries were shown at various venues during the 7-day long festival organised by the                 
Children’s Film Society (CFS) of Bangladesh. Apart from Bangladesh, films from India, Armenia, US,              
UK, Ireland, Japan and China among others were shown in the course of the festival. 

World’s First ‘Energy Island’ to be built by Denmark in North Sea 

The Government of Denmark has approved a project to build the world’s first energy island, in the                 
North Sea that will produce and store enough green energy to meet the electricity needs of three                 
million households in European countries. The first-of-its-kind giant island will be as big as 18 football                
pitches (120,000sq m). 
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BANKING & FINANCE 

 

2.3 billion transactions worth Rs 4.2 trillion recorded through UPI in January 2021 

The Unified Payment Interface recorded 2.3 billion transactions worth Rs 4.3 trillion rupees in              
January 2021. On a Year-on-year basis, The Unified Payment Interface's transaction value jumped             
76.5 percent; while transaction value jumped nearly 100 per cent. First one billion UPI transactions               
per month took 3 years to cross but the next billion had come in less than a year. 

RBI projects GDP at 10.5 percent in 2021-22 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said that the monetary policy review has decided to continue with                 
an accommodative stance of monetary policy to maintain status quo on key policy rates. This will                
continue as long as necessary at least through the current financial year and into next year to revive                  
growth and mitigate the impact of Covid 19. The repo rate is kept unchanged at 4 percent and the                   
reverse repo rate at 3.35 percent. RBI governor Shaktikant Das said that the GDP growth is projected                 
at 10.5 percent in the Financial Year 2021-22. He said projection of CPI inflation has been revised to                  
5.2 percent for the fourth quarter of the current financial year. 

RBI to set up a 24x7 helpline for digital payment services 

RBI has announced certain measures of protection of common bank account holders in today’s              
Monetary policy statement. It includes setting up of 24*7 helpline for digital payment services,              
integrated ombudsman scheme, CTS across all bank branches and allowing retail investors to open              
Gilt accounts with RBI. RBI is also considering the facility of registering and resolving the customer                
complaints through the helpline. 

RBI announces integrated ombudsman scheme for bank customers 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced an integrated ombudsman scheme to improve             
grievance redressal mechanism for bank customers. The scheme will be rolled out in June. Currently,               
there are three separate ombudsman for banks, non-banking finance companies and non-bank            
prepaid payment issuers that are wallets. RBI plans to integrate these under one centralised scheme. 

ICICI Bank signs MoU with Japan's MUFG Bank 

ICICI Bank today announced the signing of a MoU with MUFG Bank, Japan’s premier bank, for                
collaboration towards catering to the banking requirements of Japanese corporations present in India.             
The MoU was signed at a virtual event by Vishakha Mulye, Executive Director, ICICI Bank and                
Junsuke Koike, Executive Officer and Regional Executive for India and Sri Lanka, MUFG Bank, in the                
presence of senior officials of both banks. 
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY 

 

Fiscal deficit pegged at 6.8 percent of GDP 

The Fiscal deficit for the financial year 2021-22 pegged at 6.8 percent. The Total resources being                
transferred to the states including the devolution of states share, grants, loans and releases under               
centrally sponsored scheme in budget estimate for the fiscal is 13 lakh 88 thousand 502 crore rupees                 
which shows an increase of 74 thousand 565 crores over revised estimate of 2020-21. 

NBCFDC signs MoU with Apollo Medskills Pvt Ltd for providing COVID Vaccine            
Administration training 

The National Backward Classes Finance and Development Corporation (NBCFDC) has signed an            
MoU with Apollo Medskills Private Ltd for providing COVID Vaccination Administration training to             
Nurses, Medical and Nursing students and Pharmacists belonging to its target group on a co-funding               
basis. 

Reliance Industries gets world's first 'carbon-neutral' oil from US 

Mukesh Ambani's Reliance Industries Ltd has sourced the world's first consignment of            
'carbon-neutral oil' from the US as it looks to become a net zero-carbon company by 2035. 

SEBI bars Future Group CEO Kishore Biyani from accessing securities market for 1 year 

Markets regulator Sebi has barred Future Group CEO Kishore Biyani and his brother Anil from               
accessing securities market for a period of 1 year in a case pertaining to alleged insider trading                 
between March and April 2017. 

India's Forex reserves jump by 4.85 billion dollars to record high of 590.18 billion dollars 

The country's foreign exchange reserves rose by 4.85 billion US Dollars to touch a record high of                 
590.18 billion dollars in the week ended January 29. Forex reserves rose on account of an increase                 
in foreign currency assets (FCA), a major component of the overall reserves. FCA increased by 5.03                
billion dollars to 547.22 billion dollars. 

Finance Minister holds bilateral meeting with UK's Secretary of State for International Trade 

UK Secretary of State for International Trade Mary Elizabeth Truss met Finance Minister Nirmala              
Sitharaman in New Delhi. Ms Truss congratulated India for a forward-looking modern budget with its               
focus on investments and recovery in the post COVID-19 world. She acknowledged India as an               
influential player in FinTech, Digital Economy, Start-ups, Innovation and Data. The close            
collaboration in the sphere of COVID vaccine, demonstrated the close and trusted partnership             
between the two countries. 
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APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

 

Lt General Chandi Prasad Mohanty takes charge as Vice Chief of Army Staff 

Lieutenant General Chandi Prasad Mohanty today took over as the Vice Chief of the Army Staff . An                  
alumnus of Rashtriya Indian Military College, Dehradun, National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla           
and Indian Military Academy, Dehradun, Lt Gen CP Mohanty was commissioned into the Rajput              
Regiment in 1982. In a career spanning four decades, the General officer served across a wide                
spectrum of conflicts and terrain profiles and tenanted a host of Command, Staff and Instructional               
appointments. 

NASA appoints Indian-American scientist Bhavya Lal as acting chief of staff 

Indian-American Bhavya Lal was appointed by NASA as the acting chief of staff of the US space                 
agency yesterday. In a statement, NASA said Lal brings extensive experience in engineering and              
space technology, serving as a member of the research staff at the Institute for Defence Analyses                
Science and Technology Policy Institute (STPI) from 2005 to 2020. 

Facebook Hires Henry Moniz as its First Chief Compliance Officer 

Facebook Inc. has appointed Henry Moniz as its first-ever Chief Compliance Officer. Mr Moniz will               
join Facebook on February 8 to lead the company’s global compliance team, to enhance its global                
compliance and risk management and promote the highest standards of legal and ethical conduct at               
the company. 

Google Cloud appoints Bikram Singh Bedi as Managing Director for India business 

Google Cloud has announced the appointment of Bikram Singh Bedi as the Managing Director for its                
India business. At Google, Bikram Bedi will be responsible for leading Google Cloud's sales and               
operations teams in this dynamic market. 

Ajay Singh re-elected as President of Boxing Federation of India 

Ajay Singh has been re-elected as President of the Boxing Federation of India (BFI) after defeating                
former Maharashtra sports minister Ashish Shelar in the polls. Singh received 37 votes while Shelar,               
who has held many top positions in sport, including the role of President of Maharashtra Cricket                
Association and Mumbai District Football Association, got 27 votes in the BFI elections. 

S.N. Subrahmanyan appointed as Chairman of the National Safety Council 

The Ministry of Labour & Employment has appointed Shri S.N. Subrahmanyan as the Chairman of               
the National Safety Council (NSC) of India for a period of three years. S.N. Subrahmanyan is the                 
CEO and Managing Director of L&T Ltd., India’s largest construction company. 
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Praveen Sinha appointed as interim Director of CBI 

The Department of Personnel and Training, under the Personnel Ministry has appointed Praveen             
Sinha, as the interim director of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), with immediate effect on 03                 
February 2021. Praveen Sinha, a 1988-batch Gujarat cadre Indian Police Service (IPS) officer, is              
currently an additional director at CBI, the premier investigating agency of India. 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Amazon starts road testing Rivian electric vans 

Amazon.com Inc. began testing the first lot of its Rivian Automotive Inc. electric delivery vans in Los                 
Angeles as it works to fulfill a pledge to meet the goals of the Paris climate accord 10 years early. 

ISRO to launch iBrazilian, Indian startup satellite in first mission of 2021 

India's space agency Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is planning to launch Brazilian             
satellite Amazonia-1 and three Indian payloads on 28 February in its first mission of 2021. The                
satellites, including one built by a home-grown start-up, are slated to be launched on board the Polar                 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) C-51 at 10.24 am from the Sriharikota spaceport, said K Sivan, the                
secretary in the Department of Space and Chairman of Bengaluru-headquartered ISRO. 

 

SPORTS 

 

Tamil Nadu beat Baroda by 7 wickets to lift second Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy 

Tamil Nadu lifted the coveted Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy after defeating Baroda by seven wickets                
in the final at the Sardar Patel Stadium in Ahmedabad. This was Tamil Nadu’s second Syed Mushtaq                 
Ali Trophy (SMAT) triumph, after winning their first title way back in 2006-07. Baroda, who had won                 
the title twice in the past (in 2011-12 and 2013-14), ended runners-up this time. It was a clinical                  
campaign for Tamil Nadu who remained unbeaten throughout the league. Chasing 121 to win, they               
overhauled the target in 18 overs with 7 wickets to spare. 

Former pacer Merv Hughes inducted into Australian Cricket Hall of Fame 

Former right-arm fast bowler Merv Hughes has been inducted into the Australian Cricket Hall of               
Fame. The 59-year-old played 53 Tests and 33 ODIs for Australia in a career spanning from 1985 to                  
1994, during which he captured 212 Test wickets and 38 ODI wickets. 
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INDEX / RANKINGS 

 

India ranked 53rd in EIU’s Democracy Index, Norway Tops 

India’s position has slipped by two places to be placed at 53rd spot in the 2020 Democracy Index,                  
from among 167 countries. Democracy Index is the global ranking released by The Economist              
Intelligence Unit (EIU) that provides a snapshot of the current state of democracy worldwide. The               
overall score of India is 6.61 in the Index, on a scale of 0-10. Norway has topped the Index. 

 

OBITUARY 

 

Christopher Plummer, oldest Oscar winner in his 80s, Passed Away 

Christopher Plummer, the Canadian actor who won awards for performances on stage and screen              
during a career that spanned six decades, has died. He was 91. Christopher Plummer acted in more                 
than 125 films. 
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