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Weekly Current Affairs 

(15th February 2021 to 21st February 2021) 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

 

World Pangolin Day 2021 is celebrated on the Third Saturday of February (20 February) 

The World Pangolin Day is celebrated on the “Third Saturday of February” every year. In 2021, the                 
annual World Pangolin Day is being celebrated on 20 February 2020. It marks the 10th edition of the                  
event. The day aims to raise awareness about these unique mammals and speed up conservation               
efforts. Pangolin numbers are rapidly declining in Asia and Africa. 

World Day of Social Justice is observed on February 20 

The United Nations’ (UN) World Day of Social Justice is observed on February 20 every year since                 
2009. The aim of the day is to recognize the need to promote and tackle issues of social justice such                    
as poverty, exclusion, gender equality, unemployment, human rights, and social protections, Focus            
on the goal of achieving full employment and support for social integration and Encourage people to                
look at how social justice affects poverty eradication. The theme for World Day of Social Justice 2021                 
is “A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy.” 

 

STATE NEWS 

 

Mandu festival starts at Mandu in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh 

In Madhya Pradesh, the three-day Mandu Festival began at Mandu in the historic town of Dhar                
district yesterday. State culture and tourism minister Usha Thakur inaugurated the mandu festival.             
Handicrafts related to handmade art are also being displayed in the Mandu Utsav to encourage               
vocals for locals. 

Arunachal Pradesh celebrates its 35th Statehood day on February 20 

Arunachal Pradesh is celebrating its 35th Statehood day. The state became a full-fledged State on               
February 20, 1987. Wide range of programmes was organized across the state to celebrate the day.                
The main state celebration was held at IG Park in Itanagar. 
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‘Covid Warrior Memorial’ to be established at Biju Patnaik Park in Bhubaneswar 

The state government of Odisha has planned to construct a ‘Covid Warrior Memorial’ in              
Bhubaneswar to recognise the self-less services of Covid warriors, who sacrificed their lives fighting              
the deadly virus. The ‘COVID Warrior Memorial’ would be set up at the Biju Patnaik Park in                 
Bhubaneswar. 

Dino Adventure Park & Fossils Museum inaugurated in Madhya Pradesh 

Dino Adventure Park & Fossils Museum also inaugurated by the Madhya Pradesh culture and              
tourism minister. The State Minister informed that the Dinosaur Park is the country's first modern               
fossil park which has 24 eggs and other fossils of dinosaurs on display. The park also provides                 
information related to the life of dinosaurs. 

PM Modi unveils several development projects worth Rs 6100 cr in Kerala 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled several key development projects worth 6,100 crore rupees             
at INS Garuda Naval Air Station at Kochi in Kerala. Among the projects unveiled by the Prime                 
Minister include the Propylene Derivative Petrochemical Project of Bharat Petroleum Corporation.           
The Prime Minister is also dedicated to the nation the Ro-Ro Vessels at Willingdon Islands in Kochi.                 
Ro-Ro service will benefit trade as a result of reduced transportation cost and transit time, and will                 
also lead to reduced congestion on the roads of Kochi. Apart from this, the Prime Minister laid the                  
foundation stone of the reconstruction of South Coal Berth at Cochin Port. 

3 days Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav 2021 organised in West Bengal 

To promote India's diverse cultural Heritage , the Ministry of culture, Government of India has               
organised 3 days of Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav 2021 in Cooch behar palace, in district Cooch               
behar of West Bengal. It is a 3 day programme which will showcase Indian culture and Heritage,                 
Classical dance, flolk dance, songs and local handicrafts in an exhibition . On the first day, eminent                 
tabla player Bikram Ghosh performed on the occasion. 

West Bengal Chief Minister launched the 'Maa' scheme to provide meal at ₹5 to poor people 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee virtually launched the 'Maa' scheme under which her              
government would provide a meal at a nominal cost of ₹5 to poor people. Self-help groups will                 
operate the kitchens from 1 pm to 3 pm every day and such kitchens will be set up everywhere in the                     
state gradually. They will get a platter of rice, dal, a vegetable and egg curry for ₹5, she said adding                    
that the state government will bear a subsidy of ₹15 per plate. 

PM Modi inaugurates first full fledged international cruise terminal at Cochin Port in Kerala 

PM Modi inaugurated India’s first full-fledged international cruise terminal at Cochin Port in Kerala.              
The ₹25.72-crore cruise terminal with facilities to handle 5,000 tourists will be spread over 12,200 sft.                
It will bring under one roof personnel of Customs, Bureau of Immigration and CISF, speeding up                
paperwork. 
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UP govt starts training programme for aspirants of various competitive exams under            
'Abhyudaya Yojana' 

In Uttar Pradesh, the State Government has started a free of cost training programme for aspirants of                 
various competitive examinations under 'Abhyudaya Yojana'. Under the Abhyuday Coaching Scheme           
candidates will get high-level guidance regarding examination and interview by skilled mentors            
including IAS, IPS, IFS, PCS , PPS and other state-level officers. Retired officers would also be                
called for the training of aspirants for better management. Under this scheme, candidates preparing              
for UPSC, UPPCS, Subordinate Services, Banking Services, NEET, NDA, CDS TET exam including             
others will be benefited. 

PM Modi inaugurates Ennore Thiruvallur Madurai Tuticorin Ramanathapuram pipeline project 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Ennore Thiruvallur Madurai Tuticorin          
Ramanathapuram pipeline project as part of the one Nation one gas grid concept. The 143 kilometer                
of the Ennore Thiruvallur Bengaluru Puducherry Nagapattinam Madurai Tuticorin Natural gas pipeline            
has been laid at a cost of Rs 700 crore. The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of the                    
Cauvery Basin Refinery at Nagapattinam. The project will help utilise gas from ONGC fields and               
deliver natural gas as feedstock to industries and other commercial customers. 

Manoj Kumar from Ranchi selected for showcasing his toys during Toy Fair 

Manoj Kumar from Ranchi, Jharkhand has been selected for showcasing his toys during the Toy Fair                
scheduled to be organised between February 27 - March 2 this year. An elated Manoj who is quite                  
happy to be part of this Toy fair to represent Jharkhand on the national platform. 

PM Modi inaugurates key projects in power, urban sectors in Kerala 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of key projects of power and                
urban sector in Kerala through video conferencing. PM dedicated the Pugalur - Thrissur Power              
Transmission Project to the nation. The project that was completed at a cost of 5070 crore rupees will                  
infact enable Thrissur district to be the major power hub of Kerala. The Prime Minister also dedicated                 
to the nation the 50 MW Kasaragod Solar Power Project, developed under the National Solar Energy                
Mission. He also laid the foundation stone for the Integrated Command and Control Centre at               
Thiruvananthapuram. 

‘Snakepedia’ mobile app launched in Kerala to help treat snake bites 

A team of scientists, doctors and photographers in Kerala have launched a mobile application named               
“Snakepedia”, that will present all relevant information on snakes, to help the public as well as                
doctors in treating snake bites. The android mobile application documents information on snakes with              
the help of pictures, infographics and podcasts and analyses its first aid, treatment, myths and               
superstitions The main aim of the app is to help the public identify snakes, avail proper treatment on                  
time for snakebites, bust myths about snakes, and protect snakes as well as snakebite victims. 
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Assam CM inaugurates Centre for Perishable Cargo at LGBI Airport 

Centre for Perishable Cargo at International Cargo Terminal, LGBI Airport Guwahati was inaugurated             
by Chief Minister of Assam, Sarbanand Sonowal in presence of Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary,              
AAI's regional executive director M Suresh and airport cargo officials. The perishable cargo terminal              
has been developed by AIDC, Assam Industrial Development Corporation Ltd acting as a nodal              
agency for export of perishable cargo through air transport. 

Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio announces two new grants 

Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio announced two new grants, namely, the Chief Minister's Grant              
for Journalism and the Chief Minister's Research Grant. Mr Rio said, the journalism grant will support                
the strengthening of democracy and thereby positively impact good governance as it is an endeavour               
to empower a vibrant fourth estate. He said, the research grant will support advancement of science                
and extend funding to research and research scholars. 

India's first Digital Varsity comes up in Kerala 

Kerala took a major step forward in its progress towards a knowledge society with the inauguration of                 
the country's first Digital University, based in Technocity at Mangalapuram. Kerala CM said the              
launch of the first Digital University in the country would open tremendous opportunities for              
youngsters. 

Govt approves new schemes for industrial development worth Rs 28,000 crore for J&K 

Government has announced a new Central Sector Scheme for Industrial Development of Jammu and              
Kashmir. The scheme is approved with a total outlay of 28 thousand 400 crore rupees. It will be                  
effective from 1st April this year and will remain in force up to 31st March 2037. The main purpose of                    
the scheme is to generate employment which directly leads to the socio economic development of               
Jammu and Kashmir. 

47th Khajuraho Dance Festival begins in Madhya Pradesh 

The week-long 47th Khajuraho Dance Festival began in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh which is based              
on the Indian classical dance tradition. The first day event is dedicated to Bharatanatyam              
performance by Geeta Chandran and her troupe and Kathak performance by Deepak Maharaj. The              
festival is being organized by the Culture Department through Ustad Alauddin Khan Music and Arts               
Academy Bhopal. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

 

Union Textile Minister Smriti Irani rolls out commercial Jute seed distribution scheme 

Union Textile Minister Smriti Irani rolled out the commercial Jute seed distribution scheme. Jute              
Corporation of India had last year signed an MoU with National Seeds Corporation for commercial               
distribution of 1 thousand Metric Tonne certified jute seeds for the year 2021-22. 

IIT Bombay launches fundraising campaign ‘Cherish IIT Bombay 2021’ 

IIT Bombay launched its first-ever annual fundraising campaign in India, Cherish IIT Bombay 2021.              
As per information shared by the IIT, the funds will be used for the creation of world-class laboratory                  
complexes, modernization of lecture halls and continuation of awards to attract and retain faculty. It               
says, donations made to IIT Bombay by corporate bodies and individuals are 100% tax-deductible              
under section 80G of the Indian Income Tax Act. 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launches Pilot Pey Jal Survekshan 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched a Pilot Pey Jal Survekshan under Jal Jeevan                
Mission- Urban, JJM-U. Secretary Housing and Urban Affairs Durga Shanker Mishra informed that it              
will be conducted in cities to ascertain equitable distribution of water, reuse of wastewater and               
mapping of water bodies with respect to quantity and quality of water through a challenge process.                
The total outlay proposed for JJM (U) is 2 lakh 87 thousand crore rupees which includes 10 thousand                  
crore rupees for continuing financial support to AMRUT Mission. 

Union Cabinet approves production-linked incentive scheme for telecom sector 

The Union Cabinet today approved a production-linked incentive scheme for the telecom sector.             
Electronic and IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said, the production-linked incentive worth Rs 12,195              
Crore has been cleared for the telecom sector. He said, this will create 40 thousand direct and                 
indirect employment. Support under the Scheme will be provided to companies and entities engaged              
in manufacturing of specified telecom and networking products in India. 

Govt approves over ₹12,000-cr PLI scheme for telecom equipment 

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved Production Linked Incentive (PLI) norms for the telecom              
and network equipment manufacturing in order to boost local manufacturing of the components, said              
Union Minister of Electronics and Information Technology Ravi Shankar Prasad. The PLI scheme for              
the telecom sector is worth ₹12,195 crore over 5 years. The scheme will be implemented from April                 
1. 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launches e-Chhawani portal 

 

 



                                                                                                                              ExamsCart.com 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched e-Chhawani portal. Launching the portal, Mr Singh said,             
residents of Cantonment areas can register their complaints regarding civic issues and resolve them              
while sitting at home. e-Chhawani project aims to provide online municipal services to more than 20                
lakh citizens across 62 Cantonment Boards through a multi-tenancy central platform. Through this             
portal, online application for renewal of leases, online registration of births and deaths and online               
application for water and sewerage connection will be very simple. 

Government makes FASTag mandatory on all National Highways 

Government has made FASTag mandatory on the National Highways. All lanes in the fee plazas on                
National Highways were declared as FASTag lane midnight last night. As per NH Fee Rules 2008,                
any vehicle not fitted with FASTag or vehicle without valid, functional FASTag, entering into the               
FASTag lane of the fee plaza will have to pay a fee equivalent to two times of the fee applicable to                     
that category. FASTag is a RFID tag which is linked with a payment instrument and can be easily                  
affixed on the windscreen of any vehicle. 

Cabinet approves Juvenile Justice law amendments, magistrates to get more power 

The Union Cabinet approved amendments to the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)              
Act 2015, increasing the role of district magistrates and additional district magistrates. Women and              
Child Development Minister Smriti Irani said in every district, the district magistrate and the additional               
district magistrate will get the power to monitor functions of agencies responsible for the              
implementation of the Act. 

Santosh Kumar Gangwar launches Apps and instruction manuals for 5 All India Surveys on              
Labour 

Labour and Employment Minister Santosh Kumar Gangwar launched Software Applications and           
instruction manuals with questionnaires for five All India Surveys on Labour. The five All India               
surveys on migrant workers, domestic workers, employment generated by professionals and the            
transport sector have a tremendous role to play at national level by providing data on the most                 
affected labour market participants. The surveys are also significant as a path-breaking initiative             
being taken by the Bureau in terms of use of Information Technology in the entire chain of data                  
collection to report generation. 

Union Health Minister addresses third India Tourism Mart 

Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has said that advancements in the country's vast and               
vibrant health care industry has made it comparable with the best in the world. He said this while                  
addressing the third India Tourism Mart, organized by the Federation of Associations in India Tourism               
and Hospitality (FAITH), through video conferencing. 

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar inaugurates Atal Paryavaran Bhavan 
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Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Prakash Javadekar inaugurated the Atal             
Paryavaran Bhavan at Lakshadweep. He said that Lakshadweep will undergo a comprehensive            
development, without compromising its commitment to nature. 

Go Electric campaign launched to boost adoption of electric mobility vehicles, electric            
cooking appliances to ensure energy security 

The Central Government launched the Go Electric campaign to boost the adoption of electric mobility               
vehicles and electric cooking appliances to ensure energy security in the country. Road Transport              
and Highways Minister Nitin Gadakari said, Go Electric is a future of India which will promote cost                 
effective, environment friendly and indigenous electric products. Expressing concern over the huge            
imported cost of fossil fuel. 

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar launches BRICS-2021 website 

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar launched the BRICS-2021 website. The website will provide              
a comprehensive snapshot of the strong BRICS engagement and the exhaustive calendar of events              
during BRICS under the Chairship of India. He also soft launched the upgraded facilities at Sushma                
Swaraj Bhavan that will serve as the Secretariat for BRICS Summit. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

UK PM Boris Johnson to host virtual meeting of G7 leaders 

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson is to host fellow G7 leaders for a virtual meeting on February 19                  
ahead of its presidency of a summit in June of the Group of Seven countries including the UK,                  
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the US. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to               
attend the G7 Summit in Cornwall in June after India was invited as a guest country by the UK,                   
alongside South Korea and Australia. 

UAE's 'Hope' probe sends home 1st image of Mars 

The UAE's "Hope" probe sent back its first image of Mars, days after the spacecraft successfully                
entered the Red Planet's orbit. The picture captured the largest volcano in the solar system, Olympus                
Mons, emerging into the early morning sunlight. 

‘Pahela Phagun’ spring festival celebrated in Bangladesh 

The first day of the spring called ‘Pahela Phagun’ was celebrated in Dhaka despite the continued                
shadow of Corona pandemic in the country. Cultural organisations held programmes at different             
venues in the city to herald the beginning of the spring. Programmes were held at the Suhrawardy                 
Udyan, Nandan Manch of Shilpakala Academy and several other locations. 
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India and Russia hold bilateral consultations on UNSC issues in Moscow at DG level 

India and Russia held bilateral consultations on UNSC issues in Moscow at the DG level. The                
Russian delegation was led by Director of the Department of International Organizations of the              
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation Peter Ilichev. Joint Secretary UNP and Summits in               
MEA Prakash Gupta led the Indian delegation along with officials from Embassy of India in Moscow. 

Ethiopian Deputy PM arrives in New Delhi on 4-day visit to India 

Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Demeke Mekonnen Hassen arrived             
in New Delhi yesterday on a four-day official visit to India. Mr Hassen inaugurated the new Chancery                 
and Residence at Ethiopian Embassy in New Delhi along with External Affairs Minister Dr. S.               
Jaishankar. 

Cabinet approves trade pact between India and Mauritius 

The Union Cabinet, headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved signing of a comprehensive              
economic cooperation agreement (CECPA) between India and Mauritius to liberalize norms and            
improve trade between the two nations. The CECPA, which is kind of a free trade pact, would cover                  
310 export items for India, including foodstuff and beverages, agricultural products, base metals,             
electricals and electronic items. 

Foreign Ministers of India, Australia, Japan and US to meet today to discuss free, open and                
inclusive Indo-Pacific region 

The Third India-Australia-Japan-USA QUAD Foreign Ministers Meeting will be held today with            
participation of the respective Foreign Ministers. The QUAD meeting will provide an opportunity to              
continue the useful exchange of views from their last meeting in Tokyo in October last year. The                 
Ministers will exchange views on regional and global issues especially practical areas of cooperation              
towards maintaining a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. They will also discuss ongoing              
efforts to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, addressing global climate change and other issues of              
mutual interest. 

Facebook blocks Australian users from sharing or viewing news content 

Facebook has blocked Australian users from sharing or viewing news content on the platform,              
causing alarm over public access to key information. Australians woke up this morning to find the                
Facebook pages of all local and global news sites were unavailable. Several government health,              
emergency and other pages were also blocked. Those outside of Australia are also unable to read or                 
access any Australian news publications on the platform. Facebook's move is in response to a               
proposed law in Australia which would make tech giants pay for news content. 

India and Nepal sign MoU for reconstruction of six secondary schools in Himalayan Nation 

India and Nepal signed a MoU for the reconstruction of six secondary schools in the Himalayan                
nation. The MoU was for the construction of six secondary schools at a total cost of Nepali Rupees                  
518 million, according to a statement by the Indian Embassy. 
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Bangladesh Supreme Court launches AI based translation software ‘Amar Vasha’ 

The Bangladesh Supreme Court launched the Artificial Intelligence (AI) based translation software            
‘Amar Vasha’ through a virtual event. The software will translate orders and judgements of the               
Supreme Court from English to Bangla. The Software has been developed with ‘EkStep’ foundation              
of India. It is based on their ‘Anuvaad’ translation software used in India to translate from English to                  
Indian languages including Bangla. Anuvaad was deployed by the Supreme Court of India as SUVAS               
(Supreme Court Vidhik Anuvaad Software) from November 2019. The Chief Justice of the Supreme              
Court of Bangladesh is Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain. 

Russia reports first cases of H5N8 bird flu in humans 

Russia said it found the world’s first cases of H5N8 avian influenza in humans though the virus isn’t                  
yet spreading between people. Authorities have sent information on the seven cases detected in              
workers at a poultry farm in southern Russia to WHO, Anna Popova, the country’s public-health chief 

11th India-EU Macroeconomic dialogue held through video conferencing 

The 11th India-EU Macroeconomic dialogue was held through video conferencing. Secretary           
Economic Affairs Tarun Bajaj led the Indian delegation. The delegation from European Union was led               
by Director General of Economic and Financial Affairs ECFIN in European Commission Maarten             
Verwey. The Indian delegation included representatives from Department of Economic Affairs,           
Department of Revenue and Ministry of External Affairs. 

 

BUSINESS & ECONOMY 

 

Wipro signs 5-year partnership with Telefónica Germany / O2 

Information technology firm Wipro Ltd has signed a five-year strategic partnership with O2, the              
commercial brand of Telefónica Germany, a provider of mobile telecommunications, broadband and            
landline in Germany. This program brings Wipro and Telefónica Germany / O2 together to allow for                
risk-mitigated self-funded transformation that will benefit both companies. 

Medanta to get ₹100 crore loan from ADB to combat Covid-19 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide ₹100 crore loan to hospital chain Medanta for               
healthcare services and medical equipment to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. The project will support              
the purchase of personal protective equipment, basic hygiene products, and patient care equipment             
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such as ventilators and beds. It will also support staff training programmes on infection prevention               
and control. 

 

ICICI Lombard partners with Flipkart to offer ‘Hospicash’ insurance 

The e-commerce company Flipkart has partnered with ICICI Lombard to offer its customers the              
‘Group SafeGuard’ insurance, a group health insurance policy. The ‘Group SafeGuard’ comes with             
daily cash benefits starting from Rs 500, and ‘Hospicash’ benefit for Flipkart consumers. The product               
will allow consumers to avail a payout for each day of hospitalisation. 

SC directs RBI to lay down regulations in six months for locker facility management in banks 

The Supreme Court Friday directed the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to lay down regulations within                
six months mandating the steps to be taken by banks with respect to locker facility management. The                 
apex court said that a customer is completely at the mercy of the bank, which is the more resourceful                   
party, for the protection of their assets. 

S&P Global Ratings forecasts, India will be one of fastest growing emerging market             
economies with a 10 per cent growth in next fiscal 

S&P Global Ratings has said that India will be one of the fastest growing emerging market                
economies with a 10 per cent growth in the next fiscal. S&P Director, Sovereign & International Public                 
Finance Ratings, Andrew Wood said this while speaking in a webinar on India outlook for 2021. 

 

 

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 

 

Andhra Pradesh CM Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy conferred Skoch Chief Minister of the Year               
Award 

The Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has been conferred the Skoch Chief                
Minister of the Year Award. The Award has been presented to the CM by Chairman, Skoch group,                 
Sameer Kochhar personally at Tadepalli in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

WCCB receives Asia Environmental Enforcement Award-2020 

The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) has received the Asia Environmental Enforcement            
Award-2020 awarded by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Union Environment           
Minister Prakash Javadekar said that WCCB getting the award twice in three years is a testimony of                 
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India's commitment towards ending wildlife crime. Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) has been             
awarded this year under the Innovation category. Earlier, the Bureau had received the award in 2018                
under the same category. 

Hyderabad gets recognition as 2020 Tree City of the World 

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization and the Arbor Day Foundation have             
recognized Hyderabad as a 2020 Tree City of World, for its commitment to growing and maintaining                
urban forests. The recognition was a testament to the city’s sustained and institutional efforts to plant,                
nurture and celebrate trees, development of urban and peri-urban forestry actions, projects and             
strategic planning and commitment to building a healthy city. 

 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

 

Kiran Bedi removed as Puducherry LG; Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan given           
additional charge 

Dr. Kiran Bedi has been removed from the post of Puducherry Lieutenant Governor. Telangana              
Governor Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan has been given additional charge as Lieutenant Governor of             
Puducherry. 

 

OneWeb appoints Srikanth Balachandran as CFO 

OneWeb, a broadband satellite communications company acquired by a consortium of investors            
comprising the UK government and Sunil Mittal-led Bharti Global, has appointed Srikanth            
Balachandran as chief financial officer (CFO). In January, Japan’s SoftBank Group and Hughes             
Network Systems LLC invested $400 million in OneWeb, taking the total funding in the company to                
$1.4 billion. The UK government and Bharti Global had invested $500 million each to acquire               
OneWeb under a bankruptcy resolution process. 

 

Ajai Malhotra elected as the first Indian Chairperson of the Advisory Committee of the United               
Nations Human Rights Council 

Ajai Malhotra has been elected as the Chairperson of the Advisory Committee of the United Nations                
Human Rights Council. Malhotra first joined the Indian Foreign Services in 1977 and has previously               
served as ambassador to Russia, Kuwait, Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative to the             
United Nations, New York and Romania. Headquarters of the United Nations Human Rights Council              
is in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Xech designs India’s first stethoscope sterilizer 

XECH, India’s emerging innovator brand, has launched XECH STEROSTET – one-of-its-kind and            
India’s first Stethoscope Sterilizer which uses a special UV-C GI Technology to effectively sterilize              
stethoscopes diaphragms of all sizes up to 99.9999%. 

Centre Launches new Instant Messaging platform ‘Sandes’ 

The National Informatics Centre (NIC), under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology,             
has launched an instant messaging platform called “Sandes”. Similar to WhatsApp, the new             
government instant messaging systems (GIMS) platform can be used for all kinds of communications              
by anyone using a mobile number or email id. 

NASA lands its fifth rover 'Perseverance' on Mars successfully 

The American space agency NASA successfully landed its fifth rover 'Perseverance' on Mars in a               
deep crater near the planet's equator called Jezero. It touched down the surface of Mars after                
successfully overcoming a risky landing phase known as the seven minutes of terror. The              
six-wheeled vehicle will now spend at least the next two years drilling into the local rocks, looking for                  
evidence of past life. 

 

DEFENCE 

 

India Participates in Naval Exercise ‘Iran-Russia Maritime Security Belt 2021’ 

India joined Iran and Russia in the naval exercise dubbed as “Iran-Russia Maritime Security Belt               
2021”, which kicked-off in the northern part of the Indian Ocean on February 16, 2021. The Chinese                 
navy will also join the exercise. The drill will cover an area of 17,000 square kilometres (6,500 square                  
miles). 

Anti-tank missiles Helina, Dhruvastra successfully tested, ready for induction 

Joint User Trials for Helina (Army Version) and Dhruvastra (Air Force Version) Missile Systems              
designed and developed by DRDO were carried out from Advanced Light Helicopter platform in              
desert ranges. Five missions were carried out for evaluating the missile capabilities in minimum and               

 

 



                                                                                                                              ExamsCart.com 

maximum range. HELINA is a third generation, lock on before launch fire and forget Anti-Tank               
Guided Missile that can engage targets both in direct hit mode as well as top attack mode. The                  
system has all weather day and night capability and can defeat battle tanks with conventional armour                
as well as with explosive reactive armour. 

SPORTS 

 

Ravichandran Ashwin becomes first bowler to dismiss left-handers 200 times in Tests 

Ravichandran Ashwin has become the first player in the 143-year history of Test cricket to take 200                 
wickets against left-handed batsmen. He achieved the feat during the second day of India’s second               
Test against England at the MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai, his home ground. Stuart Broad              
was the 200th left-hander to be dismissed by Ashwin. 

Elise Mertens, Aryna Sabalenka win women's doubles title of Australian Open 

In Tennis, the Belgian and Belarus pair of Elise Mertens and Aryna Sabalenka has won the                
WOMEN'S doubles final of the Australian Open 2021. They defeated Barbora Krejcikova and             
Katerina Siniakova of the Czech Republic in straight sets of 6-2, 6-3. 

Kings XI Punjab renamed as Punjab Kings ahead of IPL auction 

The IPL Franchise, Kings XI Punjab has formally been renamed as Punjab Kings ahead of the Indian                 
Premier League auction, which was held on February 18, 2021, in Chennai. The new brand name                
and logo of the team was officially released by the management on February 17, 2021. 

 

Vivo is back as title sponsor for Indian Premier League 2021 Season 

The Chinese mobile and technology company brand Vivo has returned as the title sponsors of IPL for                 
the 2021 edition. This was informed by the Indian Premier League Governing Council chairman              
Brijesh Patel at the IPL 2021 Auction in Chennai on february 18, 2021. In 2018, Vivo acquired the IPL                   
title sponsorship for Rs 2,199 crore in a five-year deal. 

 

Chris Morris becomes costliest ever player at IPL auction for Rajasthan Royal 

Chris Morris became the costliest ever player at an IPL auction for Rajastyhan Royal while               
Krishnappa Gowtham became the costliest Indian uncapped player for Chennai Super Kings at the              
IPL 2021 auction. 

 

Naomi Osaka lifts Australian Open Women's title defeating Jennifer Brady 
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Japan's Naomi Osaka cemented her place as the outstanding star of the women's singles game by                
beating American Jennifer Brady in the Australian Open final to win her fourth Grand Slam title.                
Osaka remained unbeaten in major finals after a 6-4, 6-3 win in Melbourne. 

Barbora Krejcikova of Czech Republic and Rajeev Ram of US won Australian Open Mixed              
Doubles title 

Barbora Krejcikova of Czech Republic and Rajeev Ram of US clinched the Australian Open Mixed               
Doubles title. They defeated the Australian pair of Samantha Stosur and Matthew Ebden 6-1, 6-4 in                
the final match. 

 

BOOK & AUTHOR 

 

Home Minister releases book 'Rashtra Pratham - 82 varshon ki Swarnim Gatha' 

Home Minister Amit Shah today released a book 'Rashtra Pratham - 82 varshon ki Swarnim Gatha' in                 
New Delhi. The book chronicles the glorious history of CRPF since its raising in 1939 and it has                  
detailed and thoroughly researched accounts of CRPF's journey, challenges, successes, and           
sacrifices. 

 

OBITUARY 

 

Indo-Pak War Veteran Retired Major General BK Mahapatra passes away 

War veteran Major General (retired) Basant Kumar Mahapatra, who had participated in major battles              
including the 1962 Indo-China war, and 1965 and 1971 India-Pakistan war, has passed away. He               
was 87. He was popularly known as ‘Tank Man’. 

Former Governor of Bihar and Jharkhand M Rama Jois passes away 

Former Governor of Bihar and Jharkhand M Rama Jois who had served as the Chief Justice of                 
Punjab and Haryana High Court has passed away. He was 89 years old. Retired Justice Rama Jois                 
had also served as a Rajya Sabha member. During the Emergency he was imprisoned at Bengaluru                
along with Atal Bihari Vajpayee. A noted jurist, he wrote several books on ancient Indian law, Habeas                 
Corpus law, Raja Dharma and Bharathiya way to lead purposeful life. 

Former Union Minister and Veteran Congress Leader Captain Satish Sharma passes away 
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Veteran Congress leader and former Union Minister Captain Satish Sharma passed away in Goa              
after a brief illness, and suffering from cancer. He was 73.He served as the Union Minister of                 
Petroleum and Natural Gas from 1993 to 1996 in the Narasimha Rao government. 
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