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Current Affairs Capsule: January 2021 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

 

African National Congress Foundation Day is observed on 8 January 

South African Native National Congress (SANNC) was founded on 8 January 1912 by John              
Langalibalele Dube in Bloemfontein. Behind this, the primary motive was to give voting rights to black                
and mixed-race Africans or to unite African people and spearhead the struggle for fundamental              
political, social, and economic change. 

16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention is being organized on January 9 

The 16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention is being organized on January 9, 2021. Pravasi              
Bharatiya Divas (PBD) was celebrated on January 9th to commemorate the contribution of overseas              
Indian communities to the development of India (NRI). Since 2003, the PBD Convention has been               
held every year. Since 2015, the format has been revised to celebrate PBD every two years. The                 
theme of Article 16 of the 2021 PBD Convention is: "Contribution to Aatmanirbhar Bharat''. 

World Hindi Day is being observed on January 10 

World Hindi Day is being observed every year on January 10. The day is commemorated every year                 
with the objective to promote use of Hindi language abroad. On this day in 2006, the First World Hindi                   
Conference was held in Nagpur with the aim to promote the language worldwide and since then,                
every year 10th January is observed as the World Hindi Day. 

Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda celebrated as National Youth Day on January 12 

The Nation celebrated the birth anniversary of youth Icon Swami Vivekananda on January 12. One of                
the greatest spiritual leaders of India, Swami Vivekananda introduced the world to the Indian              
philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga. He became popular in the western world after his famous speech                
at the World's Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in 1893. The theme of this year's National                 
Youth Day is 'YUVAAH – Utsah Naye Bharat Ka'. 

Indian Armed Forces Veterans Day being observed on 14 January 

In India, the Armed Forces Veterans Day is observed each year on 14 January since 2017 to                 
acknowledge and honour the selfless devotion and sacrifice of our veterans in the service of the                
nation. The day is observed as a mark of respect and recognition of the services rendered by Field                  
Marshal KM Cariappa OBE, the first Indian Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Armed Forces who              
retired on 14 January 1953. 2021 marks the 5th Armed Forces Veterans Day. 
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Army Day in India is celebrated on 15 January 

The Army Day in India is celebrated on 15 January every year, to salute the valiant soldiers who                  
sacrificed their lives to protect the country and its citizens. 2021 marks the 73rd Indian Army Day.                 
The day is marked to commemorate the day when General (later Field Marshal) KM Carriappa took                
over the command of Army from General Sir FRR Bucher, the last British Commander-in-Chief in               
1949 and became the first Commander-in-Chief of Indian Army post Independence. 

Parakram Diwas celebrations mark 125th birth anniversary year of Netaji Subhas Chandra            
Bose on January 23 

The nation paid homage to the great freedom fighter Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on his birth                
anniversary. It was on this day in 1897; Neta Ji was born in Cuttack, Odisha. The day is being                   
celebrated as Parakram Diwas. The year-long celebrations to commemorate the 125th birth            
anniversary year of Netaji also started on 23 January. The Government has decided to celebrate the                
birth anniversary of Netaji as 'Parakram Diwas' every year. Tourism Ministry has organised Dekho              
Apna Desh webinar on relevance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the 21st Century. 

National Girl Child Day being observed on January 24 

The National Girl Child Day is being observed on January 24. The day is observed for focusing                 
attention on ensuring equal opportunities to the girl child. Narendra Modi Government has given a lot                
of emphasis on the issue of girl child's education of and declining Child Sex Ratio.In January 2015,                 
Narendra Modi government had launched Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme with an objective to              
address the issue of declining Child Sex Ratio. Mr Modi had said that there is an urgent need to                   
reduce the increasing imbalance amongst the girl and boy child for the betterment of the society. 

National Voters’ Day celebrated on January 25 

India observes “National Voters’ Day” every year on January 25 to encourage more young voters to                
take part in the political process. The day has been started from January 25, 2011 to mark the                  
Foundation day of Election Commission of India (ECI), which was established on 25th January 1950.               
2021 marks the 11th National Voters’ Day (NVD). The theme of NVD 2021 is, ‘Making Our Voters                 
Empowered, Vigilant, Safe and Informed’. 

National Tourism Day of India is celebrated on January 25 

January 25 is celebrated as National Tourism Day in India. The day was established by the                
Government of India to promote tourism and raise awareness of the importance of tourism for the                
country’s economy. 

India is Celebrating 72nd Republic Day on 26 January 2021 

India is observing the 72nd Republic Day on 26 January 2021, with celebrations at the majestic                
Rajpath in New Delhi. Republic Day marks the date on which the Constitution of India came into                 
effect on 26 January 1950. 
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International Customs Day is observed on 26 January 

The International Customs Day (ICD) is observed on 26 January every year. Objective of              
International Customs Day is to recognise the role of customs officials and agencies and focus on the                 
working conditions and challenges that customs officers face in their jobs. Theme for 2021 is               
“Customs bolstering Recovery, Renewal and Resilience”. The day was instituted by the World             
Customs Organization (WCO) to commemorate the day in 1953 when the inaugural session of the               
Customs Cooperation Council (CCC) was held in Brussels, Belgium. 

World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day is observed on January 30 

The second World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (World NTD Day) is being observed on January               
30, 2021 to celebrate the achievements made towards control of the world’s NTDs. Theme of World                
Neglected Tropical Diseases Day 2021 is "Face NTDs: End the Neglect". 

 

 

STATE NEWS 

 

ADB approves $100 million loan to upgrade power distribution system in Bengaluru 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide a USD 100 million (around Rs 730 crore) loan to                 
modernise and upgrade the power distribution system in Bengaluru city. Besides the USD 100 million               
sovereign loans, ADB will provide a USD 90 million loan without sovereign guarantee for the project                
to Bangalore Electricity Supply Company Ltd (BESCOM), one of the five state-owned distribution             
utilities in Karnataka. 

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurates migrant worker cell in Surat 

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has inaugurated a migrant worker cell of Surat Municipal             
Corporation (SMC) at Udhna based iLab in Surat. He said that this cell will do a detailed mapping of                   
migrant workers and classify them according to their skill. This will help in connecting ‘Shramshakti’ to                
relevant industries and boost their livelihood and also ensure their dignity. 

Madhya Pradesh rolls out 'Launch Pad Scheme' to make youth self-reliant 

'Launch Pad Scheme' is being started in Madhya Pradesh for boys and girls coming out of child care                  
institutions and having completed 18 years of age. The objective of this scheme of the Women and                 
Child Development Department is to provide such a platform to these youth, through which they will                
be able to become self-reliant by continuing their education and training. 

J&K admin signs MoU with NBCC to set up IT towers in both Capital cities 
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Jammu and Kashmir IT Infrastructure Development signed a Memorandum of Understanding with            
NBCC for establishing IT Towers in both the Capital cities of Jammu and Srinagar. 

Chennai tops the world in CCTV surveillance 

Chennai tops the world in CCTV surveillance. Chennai has the maximum CCTV coverage per square               
kilometre and per 1,000 population among the 130 cities studied worldwide, according to a recent               
report published in South Asia Journal. According to the report, the world’s first CCTV camera was                
installed in Germany in 1942, and now there are nearly one billion devices. China and India are the                  
countries with the highest densities of CCTV surveillance cameras in urban areas. Chennai, India,              
has 657 cameras per sq km. 

NDB extends $646 million for upgrading highway network, district roads in Andhra Pradesh 

The New Development Bank (NDB) has decided to lend $323 million for two projects to be taken up                  
in Andhra Pradesh. The Government of Andhra Pradesh will implement the Projects through the              
Roads and Buildings Department. The projects are aimed at widening of roads and reconstructing              
dilapidated bridges. 

World Bank approves $105 million loan to improve Waterways in West Bengal 

The World Bank has signed a $105 million project with the Government of India and the Government                 
of West Bengal to improve the inland water transport infrastructure in Kolkata, West Bengal. The               
$105 million loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), has a              
maturity of 17 years, including a grace period of 7 years. 

Uttar Pradesh govt launched Kisan Kalyan Mission to double farmers' income 

Uttar Pradesh government launched a special program named as Kisan Kalyan Mission for farmer              
welfare and to double the farmers income of the state. 

Marathi Journalism Day being celebrated across Maharashtra 

Marathi Journalism Day is being celebrated across Maharashtra. On 6th January 1832, Balshastri             
Jambhekar, who is known as the Father of Marathi Journalism, started the first newspaper “Darpan’               
and since then this day is being celebrated as the Marathi Journalism Day in the state. 

Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh become first states to complete One Nation One Ration             
Card reforms 

Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh have become the first group of states to complete three out of                 
the four citizen-centric reforms stipulated by the Ministry of Finance. The two states have completed               
the One Nation, One Ration Card Reforms, Ease of Doing Business Reforms and Urban Local               
Bodies Reforms. 
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Gujarat govt to cover 4000 villages under Kisan Suryoday Yojana by January 

Gujarat Government will cover 4000 villages under the Kisan Suryoday Yojana by the end of this                
month. Kisan Suryoday Yojana was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Gujarat last              
year. Under this ambitious scheme, farmers are getting the day time agriculture power supply.              
Gujarat Government has planned to cover all the villages under this scheme by the end of 2022.                 
Under this scheme, the state government is going to install new transmission lines and substations at                
an estimated cost of Rs. 35 thousand crore in three years. The aim of this scheme is to protect the                    
farmers from snakes and other wild animals during the night time. 

Centre decides to form committee to protect language, culture & land of Ladakh 

The Centre has decided to form a committee to protect the language, culture and land of Ladakh and                  
ensure citizen's participation in the Union Territory's development. The Committee will be headed by              
the Minister of State for Home G Kishan Reddy and will include elected representatives from Ladakh,                
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council, central government, and the Ladakh administration. 

Executive Councillor LAHDC Kargil for Agriculture signs MoU with Sikkim State Organic            
Certification Agency 

In Ladakh, Executive Councillor LAHDC Kargil for Agriculture Mohammad Ali Chandan signed a             
Memorandum of Understanding for organic farming and its certification with Sikkim State Organic             
Certification Agency. The MOU was signed during a meeting organized by the Mission Director,              
Union Territory of Ladakh for interaction, deliberation and confirmation of the Agriculture Sector in              
Kargil under Organic Certification. 

Samagra Shiksha in partnership with HUL distributes 1.5 lakh soaps to different schools of              
J&K 

In Jammu and Kashmir, the Samagra Shiksha in partnership with Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL),              
has distributed 1.5 lakh soaps to different schools of the Union Territory to support the government’s                
response to COVID-19. 

J&K LG, Manoj Sinha launches Mobile Application 'Satark Nagrik' and Departmental Vigilance            
Officers Portal 

In Jammu and Kashmir, LG, Manoj Sinha launched Mobile Application ‘Satark Nagrik’ and             
Departmental Vigilance Officers Portal of J&K Anti Corruption Bureau at Civil Secretariat, Jammu.             
Speaking on the occasion, the LG observed that the UT Government is taking comprehensive              
measures for ensuring transparent, accountable and responsive governance. The mobile application           
launched today has been developed with a purpose to facilitate seamless flow of information about               
corruption and enable citizens to submit their grievances with ease and mobility. 

Week long Fit India Movement commences in Kargil 

In Kargil, the Week Long Fit India Movement commenced from the Government Middle School Latoo               
on the LOC with 60 players participating in Snow Football Match. Fit India Movement is a nation-wide                 

 

 



                                                                                                                              ExamsCart.com 

campaign that aims at encouraging people to include physical activities and sports in their everyday               
lives. 

Telangana becomes 3rd State in country to successfully undertake Dept. of Expenditure            
stipulated ULB reform 

Telangana has become the 3rd State in the country to successfully undertake Urban Local Bodies,               
ULB reform stipulated by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance. The State has become               
eligible to mobilise additional financial resources of Rs 2,508 crore through Open Market Borrowings.              
Permission for the same was issued by the Department of Expenditure. Telangana has now joined               
the two other States Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, who have completed this reform. 

Industrial development scheme worth ₹24,800 cr launched in J&K 

The National Democratic Alliance government has approved an incentive package worth 284 billion             
rupees ($3.8 billion) to boost industry and create jobs in the newly created union territory of Jammu                 
and Kashmir. The scheme aims to attract new investments into the region, which has slow industrial                
growth and lack of employment. Existing industries in Jammu and Kashmir have been provided              
working capital support at the rate of 5% for 5 years. 

Assam govt to provide khadi shirt, eri shawl and eri stole to Grade IV employees in a phased                  
manner 

The Assam government will provide a khadi shirt, eri shawl and eri stole to Grade IV employees in a                   
phased manner, in a move to pay tributes to Mahatma Gandhi and his movement for Khadi. The first                  
phase will be started within this month. Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said, the initiative has               
been taken in the true spirit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s call for Atmanirbhar Bharat and                
Assam government’s series of activities for making Assam self-reliant. 

Army, LAHDC Kargil sign MoU to evacuate Kargil Lower Plateau 

In a historic development, an MoU was signed between the LAHDC Kargil and the Army to evacuate                 
the Kargil Lower Plateau. The MoU was signed between the Deputy Commissioner and             
CEO,LAHDC, Kargil Baseer ul Haq Choudhary on behalf of the LAHDC, Kargil and Brigade              
Commander, 121 Infantry Division Brigadier Vivek Bakshi on behalf of the Army in presence of the                
Chairman and Chief Executive Councilor, LAHDC, Kargil, Feroz Ahmad Khan and the General             
Officer Commanding (GOC), 8 Mountain Division Major General Praveen Kumar Airy, AVSM. As per              
the MoU, substitute land shall be provided to the Army near Maratha Unit Kurbathang and Mulbekh                
area. 

Centre approves new National Highway projects worth Rs 5,801 cr for Maharashtra 

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gandkari said that the Centre has approved               
new National Highway projects worth Rs 5,801 crore rupees for Maharashtra under the Annual Plan. 
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Dr Harsh Vardhan dedicates coastal research vessel to Nation at Chennai Port Trust 

Dr Harsh Vardhan dedicates coastal research vessels to the Nation at Chennai Port Trust. Dr.Harsh               
Vardhan said that the Central Government under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has               
been creating milestones in every field. He said that Prime Minister's Atma Nirbhar schemes have               
helped Indian scientists to formulate research activity in deep ocean research. Indian scientists were              
the first in the world to isolate the Coronavirus and begin genome sequencing of the virus braving the                  
fight against Covid in an intelligent manner. 

Gujarat govt issues notification to restrict people from flying kites at public places 

Gujarat government has issued a notification to restrict people from flying kites at public places               
during Makarsankranti festival due to COVID-19 pandemic. As per the notification issued by the state               
home department, any act of flying kites or assembling of persons at public places, open grounds or                 
roads, streets will be prohibited. 

Gujarat CM decides to create new Bagasara Prant in Amreli district 

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has decided to create a new Bagasara Prant in Amreli district.                
This will take the state’s revenue services nearer to the people and provide services faster. The                
newly created Bagasara Prant would come into effect on 26th January, which includes Bagasara and               
Vadiya talukas in it. 

Tamil Nadu govt announces free 2GB data per day to nearly 10 lakh students 

In order to enable students to attend online classes, Tamil Nadu government announced a data               
scheme for nearly 10 lakh students in school and even colleges as well as scholarship-funded private                
colleges for a period of four months. To enable students to attend online classes, the state                
government announces free 2GB data per day to 9,69,047 students enrolled in govt and              
government-aided arts and science colleges, polytechnic, engineering colleges and         
scholarship-funded private colleges from January-April, 2021. 

Free bus service for women and elderly in Assam 

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal flagged off 25 pink buses for free service to women and                
senior citizens under the 'Bhraman Sarathi' scheme in Guwahati. This free transport service             
introduced for the first time in Guwahati would immensely help the women and senior citizens. I                
urged all commuters to take adequate care of these buses 

Smriti Irani inaugurated Surat International Textile Expo -SITEX at Surat 

Union Minister for textile and women and child development Smriti Irani inaugurated Surat             
International Textile Expo -SITEX at Surat, the Gujarat’s first physical exhibition after Covid19. She              
said that Gujarat was always ready to share knowledge on the textile industry with West Bengal. The                 
three-day exhibition aimed to promote the brand ‘Surat’ by highlighting the strength of the textile               
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sector. The exhibition is spread over 10500 square metre area where about 100 exhibitors from               
different parts of the country have kept their stalls. 

"Period Room" set up for women at a public toilet in Maharashtra 

In a bid to help the women, residing in congested slums, during their menstruation days, a ‘period                 
room’ has been set up at a public toilet in Maharashtra's Thane city. Equipped with several basic                 
facilities, the period room aims to facilitate menstrual hygiene among women dwelling in slums. The               
much-needed facility has been set up by the Thane Municipal Corporation in collaboration with an               
NGO, at a slum in Shanti Nagar locality of Wagle Estate area in Thane. 

Cherry Blossom Mao Festival held in Manipur 

In Manipur, the Cherry Blossom Mao Festival was held at Senapati district marking the beginning of                
pink season in the district. Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh graced the function virtually due to                 
the pandemic. The Mao area of Senapati district in Manipur is known for Cherry Blossom, a plant                 
which is popularly known as Sakura in Japan. The Manipur government started organizing the              
festival every year from 2017 onward. However this year, the authority decided to scale down the                
festival due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee Inaugurates 26th Kolkata International Film Festival 

West Bengal CM, Mamata Banerjee has inaugurated the 26th Kolkata International Film Festival             
(KIFF). The inaugural ceremony was also virtually attended by Bollywood superstar and West             
Bengal’s brand ambassador Shah Rukh Khan from Mumbai. Legendary filmmaker Satyajit Ray’s            
classic ‘Apur Sansar’ will be the inaugural film of the festival in which 131 movies from 45 countries                  
will be screened till January 13. 

Maharashtra CM launches Mumbai Coastal Road Tunnel Boring Work 

Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray launched Mumbai Coastal Road Tunnel Boring Work            
in Mumbai while operating the giant tunnel boring machine ‘Mawla’. This machine will go on boring                
two longest tunnels in Mumbai. The tunnels will connect princess street and Priyadarshini Park in               
Mumbai. The 12.1 metre wide tunnels are considered to be the widest tunnels in the country. The two                  
tunnels in this project are expected to be completed by June 2022. 

First ever Ice climbing festival celebrated in Nubra valley (Leh) 

In Leh, the first ever Ice climbing festival was celebrated in Nubra valley. The Seven Day event was                  
organized by Nubra Adventure Club. Ice climbing is a popular winter sport abroad. 18 participants               
across Nubra valley including 4 women, have taken part in Ice climbing. All were trained in basic ice                  
climbing skills during the festival at three locations, Podong Cake at Panamik, Artificial Glacier at               
Ayee Village and first ascent at " Nubra Adventure Club Crag" located near Warshi Village. Three                
trainers Rigzin tsewang, Tsewang Namgyal and Kran Kowshik imparted ice climbing skills.            
Participants were awarded certificates as well. 
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NECBDC sign MoU with J&K govt on Bamboo Entrepreneurship and Bamboo Infrastructure            
Development 

In order to boost the unexplored potential of bamboo sector, the Ministry of DoNER, through North                
East Cane & Bamboo Development Council (NECBDC) under North Eastern Council (NEC) signed a              
MoU with J&K Government for Bamboo Entrepreneurship and Bamboo Infrastructure Development.           
The MoU was signed in the presence of LG, Manoj Sinha and Union MoS (Independent Charge) for                 
Ministry of Development of NER, MoS, PMO, Dr. Jitendra Singh at Convention Centre, Jammu. 

Odisha govt waives examination fees for matriculation students 

The Government of Odisha has waived the examination fees for matriculation students of the              
ongoing academic session. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik yesterday ordered the waiver in the larger              
interest of the students. AIR Bhubhaneswar Correspondent reports that more than six lakh students              
will stand to benefit from this decision. 

‘Uruka’ to be celebrated in Assam 

In Assam, all preparations have been made to celebrate Uruka on the eve of Magh or Bhogali Bihu,                  
the post-harvest festival on a grand scale. Community and household feast will be held tonight on the                 
occasion of Uruka. People constructed Meji across Assam, made of thatch and fire woods to be burnt                 
during Magh or Bhogali Bihu. 

Naveen Patnaik inaugurates India’s first ‘Fire Park’ in Bhubaneswar 

The Chief Minister of Odisha, Naveen Patnaik virtually inaugurated a first of its kind ‘Fire Park’, to                 
educate and bring awareness on basic fire safety measures among the people, particularly the              
students. The ‘Fire Park’ is located inside the premises of the Odisha Fire and Disaster Academy in                 
Bhubaneswar. The minister also launched an online portal, ‘AgnishamaSeva’ of Odisha Fire Service. 

Haryana CM inaugurates country's first air taxi service from Chandigarh to Hisar 

Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar inaugurated air taxi services from Chandigarh to Hisar from              
Chandigarh Airport under Centre's UDAN scheme. For the first time in the country, a small aircraft in                 
the form of an air taxi is being used for services. The air taxi service is the first flight to be flagged off                       
to the newly constructed Hisar airport in Haryana. The airline Aviation Connectivity & Infrastructure              
Developers was awarded the Hisar – Chandigarh – Hisar route under the UDAN 4 bidding process. 

J&K govt begins hi-tech, 24X7 Call Centre for pilgrims of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine 

Jammu and Kashmir government has started a hi-tech, round the clock Call Centre for pilgrims of                
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine. It was inaugurated by Lt Governor Manoj Sinha in Katra yesterday. It                 
will prove a major leap towards creating a robust response mechanism to address the queries and                
grievances of the devotees. 

Tamil Nadu celebrates Thiruvalluvar Day 

 

 



                                                                                                                              ExamsCart.com 

Tamil Nadu celebrates Thiruvalluvar Day in honour of the Saint Poet Thiruvalluvar. Valluvar's epic              
work, Thirukkural, which consists of 1330 kurals or couplets is translated into many international and               
Indian languages. Russian Writer Leo Tolstoy was greatly inspired by Thirukkural and so was              
Mahatma Gandhi. Thiruvalluvar day is celebrated on the 2nd day of the Thai month. 

Telangana celebrates festival of cattle ‘Kanuma’ 

Kanuma, the festival of cattle is celebrated in Telangana. On occasion, the people especially in rural                
areas, worship cattle and agriculture tools. Rural craftsmen and artisans who help farmers in their               
daily chores are specially honoured. 

Delhi government plans 'rent a bike' scheme for tourists 

Tourists in Delhi may soon enjoy rides on rented two-wheelers as the Arvind Kejriwal government is                
firming up a scheme to issue licences for 'rent a bike' services in the national capital. 

Harvest festival of Pongal is celebrated in Tamil Nadu 

The harvest festival of Pongal is being celebrated across Tamil Nadu with great enthusiasm. People               
woke up early, dressed up in traditional clothes and prepared the famous delicacy - Pongal - with                 
rice, milk and jaggery. Pongal is marked in the auspicious Tamil month of Thai when new businesses                 
are started. 

Punjab CM launches scheme for allotment of fair price shops across state 

Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh virtually kicked off a state-wide scheme for allotment of 7,219               
fair price shops (FPS) under his government's flagship 'Ghar Ghar Rozgar te Karobaar Mission'. 

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar inaugurates state’s first Bird Festival ‘Kalrav’ 

The Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar inaugurated the first-ever bird festival of the state, ‘Kalrav’,                
at Nagi-Nakti bird sanctuary, located in Jamui district. 

3-day Ports Review Meeting named 'Chintan Baithak' to be held at Gujarat 

A three-day Ports Review Meeting named 'Chintan Baithak' will be held at Gujarat from 21st to 23rd                 
of this month. 

● It will be chaired by Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Mansukh Mandaviya. 
● The Chintan Baithak will include sessions on exploring new vistas of urban transportation,             

effective implementation of SAROD-Ports and issues related to International Arbitrations. 

India’s first Labour Movement Museum to be set up in Kerala 

The first-of-its-kind Labour Movement Museum, in India, would be launched in Alappuzha in Kerala,              
to showcase the history of the world labour movement. 
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● The museum will portray the growth of the world labour movement and the history of Kerala’s                
labour movement, through pictures, documents and other exhibits. 

Karnataka CM Yediyurappa launches Avalokana software 

Chief Minister of Karnataka B. S. Yediyurappa launched Avolokana software that will enable the              
government to access data on sanctions and expenditures incurred by 39 departments on 1,800              
programmes implemented by them. 

● Avalokana software is a transparent e-governance tool that will provide Assembly           
constituency-wise release of Government grants and allocations under different development          
programmes. 

● The software provides focused eye view on Sustainable Development goals, Scheduled Caste            
Sub-Plan, Tribal Sub-plan and Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 

1st consignment of green peas and white brinjals shipped on direct flight from Varanasi to               
Sharjah 

The first consignment of green peas and white brinjals of Varanasi has been shipped from direct flight                 
from Varanasi to Sharjah. 

● The shipment was flagged-off by Dr. M Angamuthu, Chairman of agricultural and processed             
food products export development authority, APEDA and Deepak Agrawal, Divisional          
Commissioner Varanasi. 

● The consignment of One metric ton fresh vegetables is the first one to be transported from Lal                 
Bahadur Shastri International airport of Varanasi to Sharjah directly. 

Gujarat CM Vijay Rupani announces ‘Horticulture Development Mission’ 

Chief Minister of Gujarat Vijay Rupani announced the ‘Horticulture Development Mission’ (Bagayat            
Vikas Mission). 

● Under this mission, the waste land of the government will be given on 30-year lease for                
farming of horticulture and medicinal crops. 

● As per an estimate, the government has about 50,000 non-cultivated land waste lands. The              
government intends to convert this land into cultivation. 

● A list of land blocks for land allotment in transparent manner will be released on I-Khedut                
portal. 

● The government will also offer priority assistance to lease owners for drip-sprinkler fountains. 

Sikkim government has decided to set up a Film City Complex in the vicinity of the capital city                  
of Gangtok 

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh was briefed about the proposed Film City in Sikkim by a team of                  
senior officers of the State government of Sikkim. As per the proposal, Sikkim government has               
decided to set up a Film City Complex in the vicinity of the capital city of Gangtok. The Film City                    
Complex envisages an acting school, different kinds of film sets as well as artificial sets, ramps for                 
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fashion events, miniplex cinema, amphitheatre, mobile theatre, concert halls, recreation park, editing            
studios, and sound studios. 

Meghalaya celebrates its 49th Statehood day in Shillong 

Meghalaya celebrated its 49th Statehood day on 21 January 2021 at U Soso Tham Auditorium,               
Shillong with an array of cultural programs in a subtle manner unlike yesteryears. The State gained                
its Statehood day on this very day in 1972 under the North Eastern Areas (Re-organisation) Act,                
1971 along with Manipur and Tripura. 

Karnataka tops in India Innovation Index-2020 

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister Dr. C. N. Aswatha Narayana has expressed happiness over the top               
ranking received by Karnataka in the India Innovation Index-2020 released by Niti Aayog. He has               
said that the state could retain the top position despite the new indicators that were added as                 
parameters. 

India’s largest multi-model logistic park to set up in Ahmedabad 

India’s largest multi-model logistic park will come up at VirochanNagar near Sanand in Ahmedabad              
district of Gujarat. A Memorandum of Understanding-MoU was signed between the Gujarat            
Government and Adani Port and SEZ Ltd. in the presence of Chief Minister Vijay Rupani in                
Gandhinagar. The multi-model logistic park will be set up with an estimated investment of Rs 50,000                
crore. It will have potential to generate direct and indirect employment for 25,000 persons. 

Gujarat govt. announces to set up new industrial estates under Gujarat Industrial            
Development Corporation 

Gujarat State Government has announced to set up new industrial estates under the Gujarat              
Industrial Development Corporation-GIDC. It will be set up over 987 hectares of land across eight               
districts. Among these new estates, Jalotra in Banaskantha district will cover the marble cutting and               
polishing industry. Shekhpat in Jamnagar district will house brass and ceramic units, while Kadjodra              
in Gandhinagar district will cover food and agro industry. Patan will have auto ancillary units, while                
Nagalpar in Rajkot district will cover the medical devices industry. Anand and Mahisagar districts will               
have industrial estates for engineering industries. 

WIPRO group gears up to act as knowledge partner of Madhya Pradesh govt 

WIPRO group is all set to act as knowledge partner of Madhya Pradesh. Chief Minister Shivraj Singh                 
Chouhan, while holding a discussion with Mr Azim Premji of WIPRO through video conference,              
informed that the company has taken initiative for establishment of a university in the State. The                
Wipro Group will also set up a Software Development Centre in Bhopal. The Chief Minister said, such                 
centres will go a long way in providing more opportunities to the youth in the Information Technology                 
sector. Azim Premji Foundation has been allotted 50 acres of land for the proposed university in                
Bhopal. 
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India’s longest Road Arch Bridge inaugurated in Meghalaya 

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma inaugurated India’s longest road arch bridge “Wahrew             
Bridge” at Sohbar in East Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya on 22 January 2021. The arch bridge has                  
been constructed at an estimated cost of Rs 49.395 crore under the Non-Lapsable Central Pool of                
Resources (NLCPR) of the Ministry of Development of North East Region (DoNER). 

Uttar Pradesh celebrates its foundation day 

Uttar Pradesh is celebrating its foundation day on 24 January. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath              
inaugurated the Sthapna Diwas at a gala at Awadh Shilpgram in capital city Lucknow. The               
programmes of foundation day programme will continue for next three days. Various events and              
programmes are being observed on this occasion to access the state. The theme of Uttar Pradesh                
Divas is 'Self-reliant Uttar Pradesh : Women, youths, Farmers: Development of all, Honour to All.'               
Sabka Vikas Sabka Samman '. 

UP becomes first state to have 2 airstrips on expressways for landing, take-off of fighter               
planes 

With the completion of the construction of the 3,300-metre-long airstrip near Kurebhar on Purvanchal              
Expressway, Uttar Pradesh has become the first state in the country with two airstrips on               
expressways to facilitate emergency landing and take-off of fighter planes. One airstrip is on              
Lucknow-Agra Expressway while the other is on Purvanchal Expressway. Airstrips on expressways            
are designed to facilitate emergency landing and take-off of fighter planes. 

UP govt announces free coaching classes for NEET, JEE, UPSC and other exams 

Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath announced a statewide free coaching facility            
programme to help students prepare for various competitive examinations. Named 'Abhyudaya', the            
free coaching facility will start from upcoming Basant Panchmi, the day of worship to the goddess of                 
learning, Saraswati. The classes will be held physically as well as virtually and guidance will be given                 
for various examinations be it the NEET, IITJEE, NDA, CDS or UPSC examinations. 

Union Tourism Minister inaugurates IISM branch in Kargil 

In Kargil of Ladakh Union territory, the Union Tourism Minister Mr Prahlad Singh Patel has               
inaugurated a branch of Indian Institute of Skiing and Mountaineering (IISM). The Minister             
participated in various events to celebrate the National Tourism Day with National Events of              
Adventure Tourism, (NEAT) in Kargil district. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

 

India launches 40th Scientific Expedition to Antarctica 

India launched the 40th Scientific Expedition to Antarctica. This Indian expedition marks four decades              
of the country's scientific endeavour to the southern white continent. The 40th expedition journey will               
be flagged off from Goa tomorrow with 43 members onboard. The chartered ice-class vessel MV               
Vasiliy Golovnin will make this journey and will reach Antarctica in 30 days. 

PM Modi inaugurates National Metrology Conclave 2021 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has addressed the National Metrology Conclave, via video             
conferencing. National Metrology Conclave 2021 was organised by the Council of Scientific and             
Industrial Research-National Physical Laboratory (CSIR-NPL), New Delhi, to mark its 75th year of             
inception. This year's theme: ‘Metrology for the Inclusive Growth of the Nation’. 

PM Modi to dedicate to nation New Rewari - New Madar Section of Western Dedicated Freight                
Corridor 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will dedicate to the nation the 306 Kilometer New Rewari - New Madar                 
Section of the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor. He will also flag off the world's first Double Stack                 
Long Haul 1.5 Kilometer long Container Train hauled by electric traction from New Ateli -New               
Kishangarh during the event. 

Toyotathon 2021 launched to promote manufacturing of indigenous toys 

Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ and Union Minister for Textiles and Women &              
Child Development Smriti Zubin Irani jointly launched the Toyotathon 2021. This Toycathon is aimed              
to conceptualize innovative toys based on the Indian value system which will inculcate the positive               
behaviour and good value among the children. 

PM CARES Fund Trust allocates Rs.201.58 crores for installation of PSA Medical Oxygen             
Generation Plants 

The Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations, PM CARES Fund Trust              
is allocating Rs. 201.58 crore for installation of additional 162 dedicated Pressure Swing Adsorption,              
PSA Medical Oxygen Generation Plants inside public health facilities in the country. The plants have               
a warranty for the first 3 years. For the next 7 years, the project includes a Comprehensive Annual                  
Maintenance Contract.. 

“Udyog Manthan” being organized from Jan 4 to March 2 
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Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade is organizing Udyog Manthan - a marathon               
of focused sector-specific webinars for promoting Quality and Productivity in Indian Industry. It got              
underway yesterday and will go on till 2nd of March. The webinar series comprising 45 sessions will                 
cover various major sectors in manufacturing and services. Each webinar will be a two-hour session               
involving discussions led by sectoral and industry experts in a particular sector. 

Railway Minister Piyush Goyal launches Freight Business Development Portal 

Railway Minister Piyush Goyal launched a Freight Business Development Portal as a one stop              
solution for all the needs of freight customers. The new portal will be a game changer in ensuring                  
ease of doing business with Railways. 

Cabinet approves plan to send skilled manpower from 14 sectors to Japan 

The Union Cabinet approved a memorandum of cooperation with Japan which will see India sending               
skilled manpower from 14 specialised sectors, including industrial machinery manufacturing,          
automobile maintenance and shipping, to the east Asian country. India has been talking about              
supplying skilled manpower to the global market by mapping the domestic skill training programs with               
that of the needs of different countries. 

Government to hold spectrum auction on 1 March 

The government will conduct an auction for radio waves worth ₹3.92 lakh crore on 1 March, the                 
department of telecommunications (DoT). It will carry out a single auction to assign spectrum blocks               
in the 700MHz (megahertz), 800MHz, 900MHz, 1,800MHz, 2,100MHz, 2,300MHz and 2,500MHz           
bands. 

Cabinet approves signing of MoC between India, Japan on partnership in 'Specified Skilled             
Worker' 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the signing of a               
Memorandum of Cooperation between Indian and Japan on a Basic Framework for Partnership for              
Proper Operation of the System Pertaining to ‘Specified Skilled Worker’. The Memorandum of             
Cooperation would set an institutional mechanism for partnership and cooperation between India and             
Japan on sending and accepting skilled Indian workers, who have qualified the required skill and               
Japanese language test, to work in fourteen specified sectors in Japan. 

India and France to hold their annual Strategic Dialogue in New Delhi 

India and France will hold their annual Strategic Dialogue in New Delhi. National Security Advisor Ajit                
Doval will lead the Indian delegation while the French delegation will be led by Emmanuel Bonne,                
Diplomatic Advisor to the French President. 

Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan releases India report on LASI Wave-1 on virtual platform 
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Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan today released India report on Longitudinal Ageing Study of India               
(LASI) Wave-1 on the virtual platform. LASI is a full-scale national survey of scientific investigation of                
the health, economic, and social determinants and consequences of population ageing in India. 

Sagarmala Seaplane Service (SSPS) Launched by Union Ministry of Ports, Shipping and            
Waterways 

The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways is launching the Sagarmala Seaplane Service             
(SSPS). The Ministry is beginning the operation of Seaplane Services on specific routes under the               
framework of Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) through potential airline operators. One such Seaplane             
Service has been operating between Kevadia and Sabarmati Riverfront in Ahmedabad in October             
2020. 

CBIC introduces liberalised Authorised Economic Operator package for MSMEs 

Recognising the critical contribution of MSMEs in supporting the economy especially during the             
present difficult times of COVID-19 pandemic, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, CBIC              
has taken a new initiative to introduce its flagship Liberalised MSME AEO Package. In order to attract                 
MSMEs to become Authorised Economic Operators, AEOs and avail the various benefits, the CBIC              
has relaxed the compliance criteria provided the MSMEs have a valid certificate from their              
line-Ministry. 

Eligibility criteria of scoring minimum 75 per cent in Class 12th relaxed for admission in IITs                
this year 

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank today announced that eligibility criteria of scoring            
minimum 75 per cent in Class 12th has been relaxed for taking admission in IITs this year. He                  
informed that JEE (Advanced) - 2021 will be held as a computer based test on 3rd July this year. This                    
year JEE (Advanced) will be conducted by IIT Kharagpur. 

Standing Committee of National Board of Wildlife approves advisory for Human-Wildlife           
Conflict management 

The Standing Committee of the National Board of Wildlife has approved the advisory for              
management of Human-Wildlife Conflict in the country. The advisory makes important preions for the              
States and Union Territories for dealing with Human-Wildlife conflict situations and seeks expedited             
inter-departmental coordinated and effective actions. The advisory envisages empowering gram          
panchayats in dealing with the problematic wild animals as per the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 

IAF signs MoU with IDSR for officers to undertake doctoral research 

Indian Air Force and Institute of Defence Studies and Research - IDSR- an autonomous Institution of                
Gujarat University have signed a Memorandum of Understanding. This will enable the Officers of IAF               
to undertake Doctoral Research, Post-Graduate Programme and Post Graduate Diploma. These           
courses will cover various areas of interest that include Defence studies, Defence Management,             
National Security, Aerospace & Aviation Science and other areas of Defence Technology. 
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MoS Defence Shripad Yesso Naik hands over 100 thousandth Bullet Proof Jacket to Army              
Chief General M M Naravane 

Minister of State for Defence Shripad Yesso Naik today handed over One Hundred thousandth Bullet               
Proof Jacket to Army Chief General M M Naravane in a ceremony held in New Delhi. Speaking on                  
the occasion, Mr Naik said, the Government has honoured its commitment of protecting the precious               
lives of our soldiers fighting the enemy. He said, the government led by Prime Minister Narendra                
Modi places high emphasis on the operational safety of the soldiers. 

India to chair 3 key bodies of UN Security Council 

India has been asked to Chair three important Committees of the Security Council, which include               
Taliban Sanctions Committee, Counterterrorism Committee, and the Libyan Sanctions Committee. 

PM Modi holds a video-teleconference with his German counterpart Angela Merkel 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today held a video-teleconference with his German counterpart            
Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel. Mr Modi appreciated the long-standing role of Chancellor             
Merkel in providing stable and strong leadership at the European and global stage and thanked her                
for guiding the growth of the India-Germany Strategic Partnership. 

I&B Minister launches Govt's Digital Calender, Diary App 

Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar today launched the Government's Digital           
Calender and Diary App in New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Javadekar said, the government                
calendar that has adorned the walls in the past will now adorn mobile phones. He said, now                 
technology has changed and there are now 120 crores mobile phones in the country. The Minister                
said, 70 crore people are using mobile phones and they are using calendar in mobile. 

IREDA signs MoU with NHPC for providing its technical expertise in developing renewable             
energy projects 

Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited, IREDA under administrative control of the            
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy today signed a Memorandum of Understanding with NHPC              
Limited, the PSU under the Ministry of Power for providing its technical expertise in developing               
renewable energy projects. Under the MoU, IREDA will undertake Techno-Financial due diligence of             
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency and conservation projects for NHPC. IREDA will assist             
NHPC in developing an action plan to create and acquire Renewable Energy projects for the next five                 
years. 

EESL, NHAI sign deal for setting up solar power projects 
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Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) signed a pact with the National Highways Authority of              
India (NHAI) for setting up solar power projects, energy efficient LED lighting and EV charging               
stations at NHAI establishments. EESL is a joint venture of NTPC Limited, PFC Limited, REC Limited                
and POWERGRID Corporation of India Limited. 

NIXI offers free Domain in local Indian languages 

The National Internet Exchange of India, NIXI has announced that it will offer a free Internationalized                
Domain Name, IDN in any of the preferred 22 official Indian languages along with every IN domain                 
booked by the registrant. Applicants will also get a free email in the local language. This offer has                  
been created to stimulate the adoption of भारत IDN domain name and proliferation of local language                
content. This offer is valid for new .in users who register up to 31st of January. This offer is also                    
extended to those existing in users who renew their domain in the month of January 2021. 

First all-women AI cockpit crew to fly from San Francisco to Bengaluru 

All-women cockpit crew will operate the inaugural San Francisco-Bengaluru flight. The Air India flight              
will fly on Saturday over the North Pole, taking the Atlantic route to reach Bengaluru. 

Food Price Index of the F&A - FAO averaged 107.5 points in December 2020 

Food Price Index of the Food & Agriculture Organization - FAO averaged 107.5 points in December                
2020, which is an increase of 2.3 points from November 2020. This is the 7th consecutive month of                  
growth. The food price index was established in 1996 as a public good. The Price Index is a public                   
good in order to help monitor the development of the global agricultural market. 

PM Modi to address National Youth Parliament Festival- 2021 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the National Youth Parliament Festival - 2021. The              
Festival is organised on 12th January on the occasion of the National Youth Day in order to                 
encourage the youth in the age group of 18-25 years to engage with public issues and understand                 
the common man’s point of view. 

High Level Committee to commemorate 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra            
Bose 

A High Level Committee, headed by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has been constituted to               
commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in a befitting manner.              
Union Culture Ministry has said that the High Level Committee will decide on the activities for a one                  
year long commemoration, beginning 23rd January 2021. 

Indian Railways' Aman Lodge – Matheran services giving a boost to tourism in Maharashtra 

Indian Railways' Central Railway zone with its shuttle services for passengers between Aman Lodge              
and Matheran has been instrumental in popularizing Matheran as a major tourist destination. Indian              
Railways provide train services to Matheran which is the nearest and the most popular tourist               
destination for the citizens of Mumbai. 
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Government clarifies on KYC norms for jewellery purchase 

The Department of Revenue (DoR), Ministry of Finance has clarified that any purchase of gold, silver,                
jewellery, or precious gems and stones below ₹2 lakh does not require PAN or Aadhaar of a                 
customer as mandatory Know Your Customer (KYC) document. Sources said that the notification             
issued under PML Act, 2002, on December 28, 2020, is a requirement of FATF Dealers in Precious                 
Metals and Precious Stones (DPMS) to carry out KYC and Customer Due Diligence only when they                
conduct cash transactions above ₹10 lakh. 

India becomes second largest manufacturer of PPE kits and suits 

Union Minister for textile and women and child development Smriti Irani has said that India has                
become the second largest manufacturer of PPE kits and suits in the world in record three months’                 
time during the coronavirus induced lockdown in March 2020. 

Indian Railways achieves a train speed of 130 kilometer per hour on Golden Quadrilateral -               
Golden Diagonal route 

Indian Railways has started the New Year by achieving a landmark to enhance the maximum speed                
to 130 kilometres per hour for 1,280 km length out of 1,612 Km in Golden Quadrilateral - Golden                  
Diagonal route. This covers the entire GQ-GD route over South Central Railway, except Vijayawada -               
Duvvada section, where signaling upgradation work is in progress. 

Indian economy heading towards V-shaped recovery in 2021: Assocham 

India's economy is showing decisive signs of a 'V-shaped' recovery in 2021 with the return of                
consumer confidence, robust financial markets, an uptick in manufacturing and exporters braving it             
out in the global market with never-say-die spirit, Assocham said. The industry chamber said it               
expects immense accruals of economic benefits from the COVID-19 vaccination programme about to             
be rolled out. 

Preeti Pant's Panel to study adverse findings of National Family Health Survey-5 

The Health and Family Welfare Ministry has recently formed a technical expert group to study the                
adverse findings from the National Family Health Survey-5. The Ministry has set up the technical               
committee of medicine and nutrition experts under the leadership of Joint Secretary Preeti Pant. 

Indian Railways First goods train run with an all-female staff crew 

In a major breakthrough, Indian Railways' Western Railway zone has an all-female crew piloted              
goods train from Vasai Road to Vadodara on 5 January. The goods train that departed from Vasai                 
Road to Vadodara on 5 January, 2021 was helmed by loco pilot - Kumkum Suraj Dongre, Assistant                 
Loco Pilot - Udita Verma and Goods Guard -Akansha Rai. 

Bangladesh to be country of focus at 51st International Film Festival of India 
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Bangladesh will be the country of focus at the 51st International Film Festival of India (IFFI) starting                 
at Goa on January 16. Four films from Bangladesh have been included in this section to recognise                 
the cinematic excellence and contribution of the country. The country of focus section will include               
Jibandhuli directed by Tanvir Mokammel, Meghmallar directed by Zahidur Rahman Anjan, Under            
Construction by Rubaiyat Hossain and Sincerely Yours, Dhaka by Nuhash Humanyun, Syed Ahmed             
Shawki and 9 other individual directors. Jibondhuli tells the story of a drummer and his family during                 
the Liberation War of Bangladesh against Pakistan in 1971. 

Prakash Javadekar releases MEE of 146 National Park and Wildlife Sanctuaries 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Prakash Javadekar today released Management           
Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) of 146 National Park and Wildlife Sanctuaries in the country. At              
present, India has a network of 903 Protected Areas in the country covering about five per cent of the                   
total geographic area of the country. In order to assess the efficacy of Protected Areas, evaluation of                 
management effectiveness is required. 

ISRO to adopt 100 Atal Tinkering Labs across country to promote education 

Indian Space Research Organisation, ISRO will adopt one hundred Atal Tinkering Labs across the              
country to promote education in the field of Space Education and Space Technology related              
innovations for school students. Addressing the virtual event through a special message, NITI Aayog              
Vice Chairman Dr. Rajiv Kumar said, he is extremely elated that different Departments and Ministries               
of the Government are working in synergy to create an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

Nitin Gadkari to launch “Khadi Prakritik Paint” developed by KVIC 

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari will be launching an innovative new paint              
developed by Khadi and Village Industries Commission. The eco-friendly, non-toxic paint, called            
“Khadi Prakritik Paint'' is a first-of-its-kind product, with antifungal, antibacterial properties. 

PM urges youth to be part of Startup India International Summit ‘Prarambh’ 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi urges youth to be part of 'Prarambh', the Startup India International               
Summit, which is being held on the 15th and 16th of this month. This Summit seeks to bring together                   
the top minds from industry, academia, investment, banking, finance and young start up leaders.              
Nation would also be marking 5 years since the Start-Up India initiative began. This initiative has                
propelled India to be among the most attractive start-up ecosystems globally. 

SC Stays Implementation of 3 Farm Laws; Forms 4 Member Committee 

The Supreme Court stayed implementation of the three farm laws till further order while forming a                
four-member committee of agriculturists and agri-economists to hear farmers’ grievances against           
these Acts. A bench headed by chief justice Sharad A Bobde says, "We are going to suspend the                  
implementation of the three farm laws until further orders." 

The Supreme Court court asked the 4-member expert committee formed on the three new farm laws                
to submit their recommendations within two months of their first sitting. Members of the committee               
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include Bhupinder Singh Maan (President of BKU), Dr Pramod Kumar Joshi (International Policy             
Head), Ashok Gulati (Agricultural Economist) and Anil Dhanvat, (Shivkeri Sangathna, Maharashtra). 

 

Bharat Biotech inks pact with Precisa Med to supply Covaxin to Brazil 

Bharat Biotech has signed an agreement with Precisa Medicamentos for the supply of its              
indigenously manufactured Covid-19 vaccine 'Covaxin' to Brazil. The supplies of Covaxin will be             
prioritized for the public market, through direct procurement by Brazil government. The supplies of              
Covaxin to the private market would be based upon receipt of market authorization from Brazilian               
regulatory authority ANVISA. 

Cabinet approves proposal for mineral reforms to boost mineral production in the country 

The Cabinet approved a proposal for mega mineral reforms, a move that will boost mineral               
production in the country and bring more mineral blocks into auction. These reforms will be               
implemented through an amendment to the Mines and Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act,             
1957 for which a bill will be placed in Parliament in the upcoming session. 

Cabinet approves MoU between India, UAE for scientific and technical cooperation 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval to the                
Memorandum of Understanding on scientific and technical cooperation between National Centre of            
Meteorology of the United Arab Emirates and Ministry of Earth Sciences. The MoU will enable               
sharing of knowledge, data and operational products for meteorological, seismological and oceanic            
services between both the countries. Sharing the real-time seismic data and cooperation in early              
warnings of sand and dust storms are the other key elements of the MoU. 

New Foreign Trade Policy to come into effect from April 1 

The meeting of the Parliamentary Consultative Committee of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry              
was held on the subject "New Foreign Trade Policy 2021 - 26". The meeting was chaired by the                  
Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Hardeep Singh Puri, and attended by Members of               
Parliament and senior officers of the Ministry. During the meeting, it was informed that the new                
Foreign Trade Policy-FTP will come into effect from 1st April 2021 for a period of five years. 

Atal Innovation Mission launches new edition of Atal Tinkering Lab handbook 

Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog launched its new edition of Atal Tinkering Lab, ATL handbook. It                
reinforces detailed establishment and operational processes of the Atal Tinkering Labs and its             
journey towards an innovative ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. The handbook named ‘The Atal Tinkering Lab             
Handbook 2.0’ outlines a practical guidance on structural, selection, establishment and celebration            
aspects of the Atal Innovation Mission- AIM’s flagship ATL programme. The handbook, which is              
available online on AIM’s official website, also provides a detailed guidance for schools across the               
country on building a technically robust mechanism of grass root innovations through ATLs. 
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India and Japan sign MoU to enhance cooperation in Information and Communications            
Technologies field 

India and Japan signed a Memorandum of Understanding to enhance cooperation in the field of               
Information and Communications Technologies. The Department of Telecom and Japan's Ministry of            
Communications will enhance mutual cooperation in the field of 5G technologies, telecom security,             
submarine optical fiber cable system to islands of India, spectrum management, smart cities, high              
altitude platform for broadband in unconnected areas, disaster management and public safety etc. 

Nitin Gadkari lays foundation stone for construction of elevated corridor in Hubballi,            
Karnataka 

Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways and MSMEs Nitin Gadkari laid the foundation stone for               
the construction of an elevated corridor at Rani Chennamma Circle in Hubballi today in a virtual                
mode. 

2-day ‘Prarambh’, Start-up India International Summit begins in New Delhi 

The two-day ‘Prarambh’, Start-up India International Summit began in New Delhi. Members of             
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) countries            
participated in the inaugural event. The summit is being organized by the Department for Promotion               
of Industry and Internal Trade. 

#LargestVaccineDrive becomes top Twitter trend after Modi launches vaccination 

Soon after Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the world's biggest vaccination drive against the              
novel coronavirus, netizens took to Twitter to applaud PM Modi with the hashtag             
-#LargestVaccineDrive. Moments after PM Modi rolled out a pan-India drive to vaccinate around 3              
crore people by the end of its first phase through video conferencing at 10:30 am. Twitter users                 
lauded the leadership of Modi and congratulated scientists at the launch of the vaccination drive. 

Petroleum & Natural Gas Ministry launches SAKSHAM campaign to spread awareness about            
green energy 

The Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry today launched a month-long mass awareness campaign             
'SAKSHAM' to spread awareness about green and clean energy. The pan-India campaign will focus              
on adoption of cleaner fuels. The Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Tarun Kapoor               
launched the campaign in New Delhi. 

Railway Ministry rolls out new iron ore policy governing allocation of rakes, transportation of              
iron ore 

The Ministry of Railways today rolled out a new iron ore policy governing allocation of rakes and                 
transportation of iron ore. The Policy aims to attune it to the present day needs of customers and to                   
meet the complete requirement of transportation of iron ore customers. It will provide total logistics               
support to the steel industry to meet the competitive challenges. The new policy has been named as                 
Iron-ore Policy 2021 and will come into effect from 10th February this year. 
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PM announces Startup India Seed Fund Scheme of Rs 1000 cr for startups 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that Startups have the potential to change the future of India.                 
Speaking after interacting with Startups during Prarambh: StartUpIndia International Summit through           
video conferencing this evening, Mr Modi said, the confidence that all Startups have, should never               
fade away and always remain. He said, the energy of our youth, their passion to write their own future                   
invents new possibilities for the whole world. 

Rajnath Singh launches India’s First Indigenously Designed & Developed Driverless Metro Car 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh unveiled India’s first ‘Driverless Metro Car’ on 15 January              
2021 during a function held at BEML’s Bangalore Complex. The indigenously designed & developed              
state-of-the-art Driverless Metro trains are being manufactured at BEML Bangalore manufacturing           
facility, for Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA). 

PM Modi flags off eight trains connecting different regions of country to Statue of Unity at                
Kevadiya 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off through video conferencing eight trains connecting different             
regions of the country to Kevadiya. These trains will facilitate seamless connectivity to the Statue of                
Unity. Speaking on the occasion Mr Modi said, today is a historic day for us as the beauty of Ek                    
Bharat Shreshta Bharat is being highlighted. He said, in the history of Indian Railways, for the first                 
time eight trains from across the nation have been connected with a single destination. Read more                
details. 

No foreign leader to attend as chief guest on Republic Day 2021 due to Covid-19 situation 

According to the latest notification of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), it has been decided that                 
there will be no foreign head of state or government as the Chief Guest for the Republic Day event on                    
January 26, 2021, keeping in view the global COVID 19 situation. It will be for the first time in over                    
five decades that India will not have a chief guest at the event. 

PM Modi launches Rs 1,000-crore ‘Startup India Seed Fund’ 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Rs 1,000-crore ‘Startup India Seed Fund’ on 16 January              
2021, while addressing the ‘Prarambh: Startup India International Summit’ 2021. The Startup India             
Seed Fund would support startups in need of initial capital to start and grow their business and help                  
budding entrepreneurs pursue innovative ideas. This initiative will help in setting up new startups and               
promote their growth. 

India's first pull-push Rajdhani Express to run between Mumbai to New Delhi 

Indian Railways first Rajdhani Express which operates on the push-pull technology will run daily from               
Mumbai to New Delhi 

Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar inaugurates Swachhata Pakhwada organised by NCC at India            
Gate 
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Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar inaugurated Swachhata Pakhwada organised by National Cadet           
Corps, NCC at India Gate. The theme of this Swachhata Pakhwada is 'Clean India, Green India, Yeh                 
Hai Mera Dream India'. The ceremony culminated with the flagging off a Plog Run by the Defence                 
Secretary. During the Swachhata Pakhwada the NCC cadets will keep Rajpath clean for the Republic               
Day Parade - 2021 by spreading awareness through displaying banners, distribution of pamphlets             
and showcasing Swachhata through Nukkad Nataks. 

Birthday of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to be celebrated as ‘Parakram Diwas' every year 

The Union Government has decided to celebrate the birthday of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as               
'Parakram Diwas' on 23rd of January every year. The Ministry of Culture said in a notification that the                  
decision has been taken to honour and remember Netaji’s indomitable spirit and selfless service to               
the nation. It said, the people fondly remember Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's unparalleled             
contribution to the nation on his 125th Birth Anniversary. 

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar hosts lunch-discussion with High Commissioners           
and Ambassadors of 8 African countries 

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today hosted a lunch-discussion with High Commissioners             
and Ambassadors of Mozambique, Zambia, Malawi, Rwanda, Botswana, Burundi, Zimbabwe and           
Ethiopia. Dr Jaishankar said the conversation covered COVID recovery, vaccines, air travel and             
digital experiences. The Minister said, he also spoke about India’s current priorities and challenges              
and assured them of India’s interest in an early India Africa Forum Summit. 

TRIFED and IFFDC enter into MoU to work together for tribal livelihood generation 

The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) and Indian Farm            
Forestry Development Co-operative Ltd (IFFDC) entered into a Memorandum of Understanding           
(MoU) to work together for tribal livelihood generation. 

KVIC and Ministry of Tribal Affairs sign MoUs for purchase of Khadi fabric for tribal students                
and for PMEGP 

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs signed two               
Memorandum of Understanding- MoUs today for purchase of Khadi fabric for tribal students, and on               
partnering as an implementing agency for Prime Minister Employment Generation Program           
(PMEGP). 

Indian Railways renames iconic Howrah-Kalka Mail as 'Netaji Express' 

Indian Railways in a tribute to freedom fighter Subhas Chandra Bose who is also known as 'Netaji'                 
has decided to rename the Howrah-Kalka Mail as 'Netaji Express'. 

● The train first operated in the year 1866 and it has been in service of the nation for more than 
150 years. 

● The Howrah-Kalka Mail is one of the oldest running trains at present in the Indian Railways 
network. 
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Union Minister Kiren Rijiju assigned additional charge of Ministry of AYUSH 

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju has been assigned the additional charge of the Ministry of AYUSH. 

● In a Press Communique, President’s Secretariat said, during the hospitalization and treatment 
of AYUSH Minister Shripad Naik following a road accident, his portfolio related to the Ministry 
of AYUSH has been temporarily assigned to Mr Rijiju in addition to his existing portfolios. 

Road Transport and Highways Ministry and DRDO sign MoU for technical exchange on             
sustainable geo-hazard management 

Road Transport and Highways Ministry and Defence Research and Development Organisation,           
DRDO signed a Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen collaboration in the field of technical              
exchange and co-operation on sustainable geo-hazard management. 

● The MoU was signed by Secretary Ministry of Road and Transport Giridhar Aramane and 
Secretary DRDO Dr Satieesh Reddy. 

● It has been agreed that both will cooperate in the areas of mutual benefit including, conceptual 
planning of integrated avalanche and landslide protection schemes for all weather connectivity 
in snow bound areas of the country. 

Ministry of Minority Affairs to organise 24th Hunar Haat in Lucknow  

Ministry of Minority Affairs will organise the 24th Hunar Haat at Avadh Shilpgram, Lucknow, Uttar               
Pradesh from 22nd January to 4th February with the theme of Vocal for Local. 

● Artisans and craftsmen from 31 States and Union Territories of the country will participate in 
the Hunar Haat. 

● About 500 artisans, craftsmen and culinary experts from different States including Andhra 
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Chattisgarh, Jammu-Kashmir, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Ladakh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and 
West Bengal will display and sell their exquisite handmade products. 

Union Cabinet approves MoU between India, Uzbekistan for cooperation in field of Solar             
Energy 

The Union Cabinet approved signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and             
Uzbekistan for cooperation in the field of Solar Energy. 

● The main area of work under the MoU is to identify research, demonstration and initiation of                
pilot projects between the National Institute of Solar Energy (NISE) under the Ministry of New               
and Renewable Energy, India and the International Solar Energy Institute, Uzbekistan. 

● The research and cooperation will primarily focus in the areas of Solar Photovoltaic, Storage              
Technologies and Transfer of Technologies. 
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● Based on mutual agreement, both parties would work for implementation and deployment of             
pilot projects in International Solar Alliance (ISA) member countries. 

Cabinet approves investment of over Rs 5200 crore for 850 MegaWatt Hydro Power Project in               
J&K 

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for the investment of over Rs 5200 crore for 850 megawatt                  
Ratle Hydro Electric (HE) Project located on Chenab river in Kishtwar in Jammu and Kashmir. 

● This will be a new Joint Venture Company (JVC) of National Hydroelectric Power Corporation              
(NHPC) and Jammu with equity contribution of 51 per cent and Kashmir State Power              
Development Corporation Ltd (JKSPDC) with 49 per cent. 

NITI Aayog releases 2nd edition of India Innovation Index-2020 

NITI Aayog today released the second edition of the India Innovation Index-2020 . 

● The index demonstrates the government's continued commitment towards transforming the          
country into an innovation-driven economy. 

● In the India Innovation Index-2020, the States and Union Territories have been divided into 17               
Major States, 10 North-East and Hill States and nine Union Territories and Small States for               
effectively comparing their performance. 

● In the 2020 ranking, Karnataka retained its first position in the Major States category.              
Maharashtra moved one position higher and stood at 2nd spot while Tamil Nadu slide to 3rd                
position. 

● In the North East and Hill States category, Himachal Pradesh stands at first position followed               
by Uttarakhand and Manipur. Delhi stands at the first position while Chandigarh retained its              
second spot in the Union Territories and small States category. 

Cabinet approves Rs 5,282 cr investment for Ratle Hydro Power Project in J&K 

The Cabinet has given its approval for the investment of over 5200 crore rupees for 850 MW Ratle                  
Hydro Electric (HE) Project located on river Chenab, in Kishtwar in the Union Territory of Jammu and                 
Kashmir. This will be a new Joint Venture Company (JVC) of National Hydroelectric Power              
Corporation (NHPC) and Jammu and Kashmir State Power Development Corporation Ltd (JKSPDC)            
with equity contribution of 51 per cent and 49 per cent respectively. 

Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurates 1st small-scale LNG supply infrastructure of Shell Energy           
India at Gujarat 

Union Minister for Petroleum, Natural Gas and Steel Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated the first             
small-scale LNG supply infrastructure of Shell Energy India at its LNG terminal at Hazira in Gujarat.                
This will now augment Shell’s natural gas supply offerings in India to include supply of LNG via                 
trucks. After virtual inauguration, Mr. Pradhan complimented Shell for their efforts in expanding the              
LNG infrastructure in the country. 

Railways finalises tender for Vande Bharat train sets in ‘Make in India’ 
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The Indian Railways awarded Hyderabad-based Medha Servo Drives Pvt. Ltd a ₹2,211 crore tender              
for procurement of Vande Bharat Express or Train 18. The procurement includes a five-year              
comprehensive annual maintenance contract with the supplier. For the first time, the tender required              
a minimum 75% local content requirement of the total value of the tender. The contract includes                
designing and manufacturing propulsion, control and other equipment required for making 44 rakes of              
Vande Bharat-type train sets. 

Amit Shah launches Ayushman CAPF scheme 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the Ayushman CAPF scheme and said it will benefit               
around 10 lakh personnel of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) personnel and their family              
members. 

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways signed MoU with IIT Roorkee 

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways and Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Roorkee signed an               
MoU in New Delhi for continuation of Ministry of Road Transport and Highways Professorial Chair               
focusing on research and development, teaching and training in the area of Development of Highway               
Infrastructure. This collaboration of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways with IIT-Roorkee             
will strengthen Research and Development activities in the Road Sector and the Chair professor is               
expected to provide leadership in conducting and coordinating research, development and teaching            
in the area of Development of Highway Infrastructure. 

 MoS Home G Kishan Reddy inaugurates Special COVID Awareness Campaign in Hyderabad 

Union Minister of state for Home G Kishan Reddy today inaugurated Special COVID Awareness              
Campaign launched in Hyderabad by Press Information Bureau (PIB) and Regional Outreach Bureau             
(ROB) of Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. He flagged off 8 Mobile Publicity Vans which will                
hold multi-media publicity about COVID vaccination in 8 COVID intense districts of Telangana             
including Hyderabad. The Minister also inaugurated a Photo Exhibition in connection with Parakram             
Diwas and COVID vaccination. 

Dekho Apna Desh webinar organised on relevance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 21st              
Century 

Tourism Ministry has organised Dekho Apna Desh webinar on relevance of Netaji Subhas Chandra              
Bose in the 21st Century. The webinar was presented by Chandra Kumar Bose, the Spokesperson               
and Convener of the Open Platform for Netaji. He has been associated with Netaji Subhas               
Foundation operating out of Kolkata and London. 

Union Minister Arjun Munda Virtually Launches “Shramshakti” Portal for Migrant Workers 

The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Shri Arjun Munda launched a National Migration Support Portal               
“ShramShakti'', during a virtual programme organised at Panjim, Goa, on 22 January, 2021. The              
portal will help the government in smooth formulation of state and national level programs for migrant                
workers. Shramshakti portal will address the data gap and empower migrant workers who generally              
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migrate in search of employment and income generation. Government would also be able to link the                
migrant population with the existing Welfare Scheme- under Atam Nirbhar Bharat. 

Finance Ministry allocates ₹660 cr additional funds to MP for capex 

The finance ministry said it has allocated an additional ₹660 crore to Madhya Pradesh for capital                
expenditure to undertake citizen-centric reforms. The Finance Ministry has allocated this additional            
funds to the state for capital expenditure for undertaking the 'One Nation, One Ration Card' reforms,                
Ease of Doing Business reforms, and urban local bodies reforms. The scheme of “Special Assistance               
to States for capital expenditure” was announced by the Finance Minister on 12th October last year                
under the AtmaNirbhar Bharat package. 

Home Minister Amit Shah attends first BTR Accord Day celebration at Kokrajhar in Assam 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that due to the efforts of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, a                  
new era of development and peace has prevailed in Bodoland Territorial Region. Addressing the              
opening ceremony of the 1st BTR ( Bodoland Territorial Region) Accord Day celebration at Kokrajhar               
in Assam,the Home minister said that once the region was known for terror and bloodshed, this area                 
will now become the most developed area of the state. 

Govt approves proposal for 'green tax' on old vehicles to contain air pollution 

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways approved a proposal to levy 'Green Tax' on old                
vehicles which are polluting the environment. Scrapping Policy for govt vehicles older than 15 years               
also approved; to come into effect from April 1, 2022. Transport vehicles older than 8 years could be                  
charged Green Tax at the time of renewal of fitness certificate, at the rate of 10 to 25 % of road tax. 

Nitin Gadkari launches several village industry products in New Delhi 

Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Nitin Gadkari has said that MSME’s              
contribution in the growth of the economy can be enhanced by exploring new marketing avenues and                
export potential. He said, the share of MSMEs in the economy can be augmented from the present                 
30 percent to 40 percent in the next five years. He added that lakhs of employment could be created                   
by empowering the village industry sector which has the potential of achieving the annual turnover of                
five lakh crore rupees. 

Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad to launch virtual intelligence tool Tejas 

Electronics, Information Technology and Communications Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad will launch a            
virtual intelligence tool Tejas. This system will help in improving policy decisions and efficiency of               
government's services along with ensuring delivery of citizen centric services. 

Ministry of Finance releases over Rs 12,351 crore to 18 States for providing grants to the                
Rural Local Bodies 

The Department of Expenditure of Ministry of Finance has released an amount of over Rs 12,351                
crore to 18 States for providing grants to the Rural Local Bodies. This amount is the 2nd instalment of                   
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basic grants released in this financial year. The grant has been released to 18 States which have                 
provided the Utilisation Certificate for the first instalment and on the recommendation of the Ministry               
of Panchayati Raj. The grants to Rural Local Bodies are released as per the recommendations of the                 
15th Finance Commission to create community assets and improve financial viability of the Rural              
Local Bodies. 

Textiles Committee of Ministry of Textiles signs MoU with Nissenken Quality Evaluation            
Centre, Japan 

The Textiles Committee of the Ministry of Textiles has signed a MoU with Nissenken Quality               
Evaluation Centre, Japan to boost export of Textile and Apparel to Japanese market. The MoU               
signing ceremony was held through video conferencing which was presided over by Minister of              
Textiles Smriti Irani and State Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan Yasumasa              
Nagasaka.The main objective of the MoU is to provide required support to textile’s trade and industry                
for ensuring quality as per the requirement of Japanese buyers. 

India and International Energy Agency members sign framework for Strategic Partnership 

The Ministry of Power has said that India and International Energy Agency members signed the               
framework for Strategic Partnership to strengthen mutual trust and cooperation and enhance global             
energy security, stability and sustainability. This partnership will lead to an extensive exchange of              
knowledge and would be a stepping stone towards India becoming a full member of the International                
Energy Agency (IEA). 

India, Japan hold fifth joint meeting of Act East Forum in New Delhi 

India and Japan held the fifth joint meeting of the India-Japan Act East Forum in New Delhi. The                  
meeting was co-chaired by Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and Ambassador of Japan to              
India Suzuki Satoshi. They discussed several ongoing new projects under India-Japan bilateral            
cooperation and also exchanged views on cooperation in new areas such as healthcare,             
agro-industries and SMEs, bamboo value chain development, smart city, tourism and           
people-to-people exchanges. 

PM Modi to address World Economic Forum’s Davos Dialogue 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the World Economic Forum’s Davos Dialogue through            
video conferencing. More than 400 top industry leaders from across the globe will attend the session,                
wherein the Prime Minister will be speaking on the Fourth Industrial Revolution - using technology for                
the good of humanity. The Davos Dialogues agenda marks the launch of the World Economic               
Forum’s Great Reset Initiative in the post COVID world. 

Environment Minister releases Marine Mega Fauna Stranding Guidelines & National Marine           
Turtle Action Plan 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Prakash Javadekar has released Marine           
MegaFauna Stranding Guidelines and the National Marine Turtle Action Plan in New Delhi. The              
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documents contain ways and means to promote inter-sectoral action for conservation. It also             
suggests improved coordination amongst the government, civil society and all relevant stakeholders            
on the response to cases of stranding, injury or mortality of marine mammals and also conservation                
of marine turtles. 

Centre approves release of Rs 1,751 cr to Assam, Arunachal, Odisha, Telangana & UP 

The High-Level Committee under the Chairmanship of Home Minister Amit Shah approved Additional             
Central Assistance of over one thousand seven hundred 51 crore rupees under the National Disaster               
Response Fund, NDRF to five states, which were affected by floods, landslides during South-West              
Monsoon-2020 and hailstorm during Rabi 2019-20. 

Government Approves ‘Startup India Seed Fund Scheme’ 

The Central Government has approved ‘Start-up India Seed Fund Scheme’ (SISFS) on January 29,              
2021, which aims to provide financial assistance to start-ups for the product trials, market-entry, proof               
of concept, prototype development and commercialization. Total Corpus of the scheme is Rs 945              
crore .Validity of the scheme is Five years (2021-25). The scheme will become operational from April                
1, 2021. The scheme will be implemented by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal                
Trade (DIIT). 

Union Minister Prakash Javadekar Launches 2021 as Indo-French Year of the Environment 

The Union Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change Prakash Javadekar launched the             
Indo-French Year of the Environment, along with Barbara Pompili, the French Minister for Ecological              
Transition in New Delhi on 28 January 2021. The Indo-French Year of the Environment is the                
Indo-French partnership on Environment, Biodiversity, Climate Change and other allied areas to be             
undertaken throughout 2021. The Indo-French Year of the Environment will be implemented over the              
period 2021-2022. It would be based on five main themes: environmental protection, climate change,              
biodiversity conservation, sustainable urban development, and the development of renewable          
energies and energy efficiency. 

Govt approves capital projects of additional amount of Rs 179 cr for Telangana 

Government has approved capital projects of an additional amount of 179 crore rupees for              
Telangana. The Finance Ministry said additional projects have been approved in the State as an               
incentive for undertaking reforms in three out of the four stipulated citizen-centric areas, One Nation               
One Ration Card, Ease of Doing Business and Urban Local Bodies Reforms. The scheme of Special                
Assistance to States for capital expenditure was announced by the Finance Minister on 12th October               
last year as part of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat package. 

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu to inaugurate Aadi Mahotsav, a National Tribal Festival 

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu will inaugurate Aadi Mahotsav, a National Tribal Festival at Dilli               
Haat. It will continue till 15th of February. The Tribal Affairs Ministry said, the Aadi Mahotsav - A                  
Celebration of the Spirit of Tribal Culture, Crafts, Cuisine and Commerce is a successful annual               
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initiative that was commenced in 2017. The festival was an attempt to familiarise the people with the                 
rich and diverse craft, culture of the tribal communities across the country, in one place. 

India Ranks 7th in Global Climate Risk Index 2021 of Germanwatch; Mozambique Tops 

India has been placed among the top 10 most affected countries by climate change, in the Global                 
Climate Risk Index 2021 published by the Bonn-based environmental think tank Germanwatch. India             
ranked as the seventh worst-hit country in terms of climate change in 2019. The Global Climate Risk                 
Index 2021 is the 16th edition of the annual report. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

Bangladesh approves Oxford University-AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine 

The government of Bangladesh has granted approval for the emergency use of the Oxford              
University-AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine. The approval to import the vaccine was granted by the             
Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA) of Bangladesh late on Monday to Beximco             
Pharmaceuticals Ltd. (BPL). The BPL has signed an agreement with the Serum Institute of India (SII)                
for importing 30 million shots of the vaccine for Bangladesh. 

U.S. Congress passes ‘Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act’ 

The U.S. Congress has passed the ‘Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act’ to increase the number of               
scholarships for Pakistani women in higher education under merit and needs-based programmes.            
The bill was passed by the United States Senate by a voice vote on January 1. The bill now heads to                     
the White House for U.S. President Donald Trump to sign into law. 

US Congress certifies Joe Biden as the next President and Kamala Harris as Vice President 

The US Congress has certified Joe Biden as the next President and Kamala Harris as Vice President                 
of the country. Vice-President Mike Pence, who as president of the Senate oversaw the certification               
process, confirmed to Congress that, of the 538 electoral college votes cast, Joe Biden and Kamala                
Harris received 306 and Donald Trump and Mike Pence received 232 - mirroring the results of                
November's election. 

Nancy Pelosi re-elected as US House speaker 

Nancy Pelosi was narrowly re-elected speaker of the US House of Representatives on Sunday, as a                
new Congress took office amid political uncertainty, with Senate control undecided and a Republican              
fight looming over presidential election results. 

Japan commits ₹2,113 cr support for Covid relief efforts 
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The Government of Japan has committed Official Development Assistance loan of 30 billion             
Japanese Yen which is approximately two thousand one hundred 13 crore rupees for a programme               
loan to support India's efforts at providing social assistance to the poor and vulnerable households,               
severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

US President-elect Joe Biden names two Indian Americans in National Security Council of             
White House 

In the United States, the President-elect Joe Biden has appointed two Indian-Americans to the              
National Security Council of the White House. Biden has named Indian-American Sumona Guha as              
senior director for South Asia and Tarun Chhabra as senior director for Technology and National               
Security. Sumona Guha is currently serving as senior vice president at Albright Stonebridge Group.              
She was co-chair of the South Asia foreign policy working group during the Biden-Harris campaign.               
During the Obama-Biden administration, she was special advisor for national security affairs to the              
then Vice President Biden. She is a graduate of Johns Hopkins and Georgetown University. 

'America United' to be Joe Biden's inaugural theme 

The Presidential Inaugural Committee (PIC) announced that the theme for Joe Biden's inauguration             
on January 20 would be 'America United'. 'This inauguration marks a new chapter for the American                
people,' said PIC CEO Dr Tony Allen. The PIC further said that Biden and Kamala Harris'                
inauguration will showcase the American people's resilience, heroism, and unified commitment to            
coming together. 

India, Bangladesh police to enhance work against terrorist activities 

The police forces of India and Bangladesh will enhance their work against terrorist entities including               
the Global Terrorist Groups as well as other fugitives wherever they are present and active. The                
decision was taken during the delegation level dialogues between the police chiefs of India and               
Bangladesh held virtually. The two sides discussed ongoing bilateral cooperation and decided to             
further strengthen the relationship of the police forces between the two countries. 

Bangladesh armed forces contingent depart for India to participate in Republic Day Parade 

A 122 member strong Bangladesh armed forces contingent departed for India to take part in the                
Republic Day parade on 26 January. The Bangladesh Armed Forces contingent comprises Soldiers             
of the Bangladesh Army, Sailors of the Bangladesh Navy and Air Warriors of the Bangladesh Air                
Force. It left Dhaka by a special C-17 Globemaster Indian Air Force Flight. 2021 marks 50 years of                  
the Liberation War of Bangladesh. 

19th Dhaka International Film Festival to pay tribute to Satyajit Ray 

The 19th Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF) will be inaugurated on 16th January. The film               
festival this year is dedicated to the birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The               
festival will be inaugurated by the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen as the Chief                 
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Guest. High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Vikram Doraiswami will be the special guest on               
the occasion. 

 

US President elect Joe Biden unveils 1.9 trillion dollar Coronavirus relief package 

US President-elect Joe Biden has unveiled a 1.9 trillion dollar Coronavirus emergency relief package.              
The stimulus plan underscores Biden's intent to aggressively shore up a deteriorating economy and              
address the devastation wrought by the pandemic. It is designed to provide another infusion of               
federal aid for families, businesses and local governments confronting a surge of Covid cases. 

Sadyr Japarov wins Kyrgyzstan’s Presidential Election 

Sadyr Japarov, has won Kyrgyzstan's Presidential election by a landslide victory. He would assume              
the charge of the office from 28 January 2021. Capital of Kyrgyzstan is Bishkek and Currency is                 
Kyrgyzstani som. 

Indian-American Vidur Sharma appointed as Covid-19 testing adviser by Joe Biden 

Joe Biden has named Indian-American health policy expert Vidur Sharma as testing advisor in his               
COVID-19 Response Team, as the US President-elect laid out his ambitious goal to intensify              
vaccinations across the country to tackle the spread of the deadly pandemic. The announcement of               
Sharma's appointment as Policy Advisor for Testing was made by Biden on Friday along with               
additional members of the White House COVID-19 Response Team. 

Nepal approves emergency use of Covishield vaccine manufactured in India 

Nepal approved the use of AstraZeneca Covishield vaccine manufactured in India against the novel              
coronavirus. Nepal has reported 266,816 cases and 1,948 deaths from Covid-19 so far. 

Kite festival Shakrain celebrated in Dhaka with the slogan ‘Let’s Fly a kite, Cherish Tradition’. 

The traditional festival of Shakrain was celebrated in several parts of Dhaka. The kite flying               
competition is followed by a winter cake festival -- pithapuli in which rice cake pudding is eaten by                  
people. The Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) organised the festival for the first time this year                
with the slogan ‘Let’s Fly a kite, Cherish Tradition’. 

Human Rights Council Elects Fiji’s Nazhat Shameem Khan as its President for 2021 

Nazhat Shameem Khan, the Permanent Representative of Fiji to the United Nations Office at              
Geneva, has been elected by the UN Human Rights Council as its President for 2021. Nazhat                
Shameem Khan was elected during the Council’s 15th annual meeting on 15 January 2021, through               
a secret ballot process, where she won 29 votes from among 47 members council. She replaces                
Australian lawyer Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger, who was serving as the President of the            
Geneva-based human rights body for 2020. 
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UK invites PM Modi to attend G7 

The United Kingdom (UK) has invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the G7 Summit as a guest.                 
The G7 Summit is scheduled to be held in Cornwall in June 2021. The summit will be held in                   
Cornwall between 11-13 June and the UK will use its G7 presidency to “unite leading democracies to                 
help the world build back better from coronavirus and create a greener, more prosperous future”. 

Joe Biden nominates Indian-American Uzra Zeya to key State Department position 

An Indian-American diplomat Uzra Zeya, who had quit the foreign service in 2018 in protest against                
the policies of US President Donald Trump was nominated on Saturday to a key State Department                
position by President-elect Joe Biden. (See the complete list of 20 Indian-Americans nominated for              
the Joe Biden administration.) 

India and Japan sign MoC to promote movement of skilled workers from India to Japan 

India and Japan signed a Memorandum of Cooperation, MoC a Basic Framework for Partnership for               
Proper Operation of the System Pertaining to Specified Skilled Worker (SSW). The MoC was signed               
by Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and Ambassador of Japan to India Suzuki Satoshi.              
The MoC will help to promote the movement of skilled workers from India to Japan. The MoC covers                  
14 categories of specific skills under which skilled workers from India who meet the skills requirement                
and Japanese language tests would be eligible for employment in Japan on a contractual basis. 

Britain invites PM Modi to attend G7 Summit to be held in June this year 

The United Kingdom has invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi to attend the G7 Summit as a guest.                 
The G7 Summit is to be held in June this year. The G7, made up of the UK, Canada, France,                    
Germany, Italy, Japan, the US and the EU, is the only forum where the world's most influential and                  
open societies and advanced economies are brought together for close-knit discussions. 

India to give 2 million COVID-19 vaccines as gift to Bangladesh 

India will give 2 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines as a gift to Bangladesh. This will be in addition 
to 30 million doses of the vaccine for which a tripartite agreement has been done between Beximco 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, Serum Institute of India and the government of Bangladesh. 

India sends COVID vaccine to Nepal as gift under 'Vaccine Maitri' Initiative 

India sent 1 million doses of a COVID vaccine to Nepal as a gift under the 'Vaccine Maitri' Initiative.                   
Nepal health minister Hridayesh Tripathi said the vaccine gifted by India will be given to health                
workers and other front-line personnel within a week to 10 days. 

Joe Biden sworn in as 46th President of the USA 

Joe Biden has taken oath as the 46th President of the United States of America at a scaled-back                  
ceremony in Washington tonight that has been largely stripped of its usual pomp due both to the                 
Coronavirus as well as security concerns. 
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● After taking oath, 78 year old Biden has become the oldest US President in history. 
● His deputy Kamala Harris has sworn in as 49th Vice-President of the country. The daughter of                

immigrants from Jamaica and India, she will make history as America's first woman and first               
person with South Asian roots to take the office of the Vice President. 

● Joe Biden and Kamala Harris took the oath on the West front of the US Capitol building at 10                   
PM (Indian Standard Time). 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh holds virtual meeting with Singapore Defence Minister Dr Ng             
Eng Hen 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a bilateral meeting with Singapore Defence Minister Dr Ng Eng               
Hen through video conferencing. 

● Both sides discussed new areas of potential cooperation and articulated their vision in this              
direction. 

● The Ministers witnessed the Signing of the Implementing Agreement on Submarine Rescue            
Support and Cooperation signed between the Indian Navy and Republic of Singapore Navy. 

Joe Biden's speechwriter is Indian-American Vinay Reddy from Telangana 

Joe Biden, the new US President delivered his inaugural address laying out the agenda for his                
administration. Biden's speech writing team who helped him shape the draft is led by an               
Indian-American, Vinay Reddy, who was a speechwriter for the Biden-Harris campaign and            
previously served as chief speechwriter when Biden was Vice President in Barack Obama's second              
term. 

India, EU hold their first maritime security dialogue in virtual format 

India and the EU have held their first maritime security dialogue in a virtual format. The consultations                 
involved exchanges on developments in maritime security environment, regional cooperation          
activities, developments of mutual interest and opportunities for cooperation between India and the             
EU. The EU-India Maritime Dialogue was chaired by Director Joanneke Balfoort on the European              
Union External Action Service side and Joint Secretary Sandeep Arya on the Indian side. 

Israel allows US to deploy Iron Dome missile in Gulf 

Israel has agreed to let the US deploy Israeli-made Iron Dome missile defence systems in its military                 
bases in the Persian Gulf, Europe, and elsewhere in Asia, the Haaretz newspaper reported. The               
systems in the Middle East are intended to defend US forces in the Gulf from attacks by Iran and its                    
proxies. Rafael Advanced Defense Systems Ltd., the Israeli company that developed the system with              
partners, will open a production line in the US with defence contractor Raytheon Technologies Corp. 

India- Bangladesh hold Joint Steering Committee meeting on power sector 

Nineteenth meeting of the Joint Steering Committee on India Bangladesh cooperation in the energy              
sector was held in Dhaka. The steering committee took stock of the progress of implementation of the                 
decisions taken during the last meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) and Joint Steering               
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Committee (JSC). The meeting also discussed the status of the 1320 MW Maitree Super Thermal               
Power Project at Rampal. Detailed discussions were held on power trade between India and              
Bangladesh through various interconnections. The meeting discussed ways for further enhancing the            
cooperation in the energy sector. 

Mongolian Prime Minister Khurelsukh Ukhnaa Resigns 

The Prime Minister of Mongolia, Khurelsukh Ukhnaa, has resigned along with his entire government,              
following protests and public outrage over the government’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

U.S. President Joe Biden reverses Trump ban on transgender people in military 

U.S. President Joe Biden signed an order reversing a Trump-era Pentagon policy that largely barred               
transgender individuals from serving in the military. Lloyd Austin, Biden’s defense secretary, supports             
overturning the ban. The Obama administration spent nearly two years studying transgender service             
before ordering a 2016 policy that allowed those troops to serve openly. 

India, World Bank sign 500 million dollar Programme to improve quality of school education in               
India 

The Government of India and the World Bank signed a 500-million US dollar Strengthening              
Teaching-Learning and Results for States Programme (STARS) to improve the quality and            
governance of school education in six Indian states. These include Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,             
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan. Some 250 million students (between the age             
of six and 17) in 1.5 million schools and over 10 million teachers will benefit from the programme. 

Indian American Congressman Ami Bera re-named as Chair of House Foreign Affairs            
Subcommittee 

In the US, veteran Indian-American Congressman Ami Bera has been re-elected as chairman of the               
House Foreign Subcommittee on Asia, Pacific, Central Asia and Non-proliferation. 

Mongolian Prime Minister Khurelsukh Ukhnaa Resigns 

The Prime Minister of Mongolia, Khurelsukh Ukhnaa, has resigned along with his entire government,              
following protests and public outrage over the government’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

U.S. President Joe Biden reverses Trump ban on transgender people in military 

U.S. President Joe Biden signed an order reversing a Trump-era Pentagon policy that largely barred               
transgender individuals from serving in the military. Lloyd Austin, Biden’s defense secretary, supports             
overturning the ban. The Obama administration spent nearly two years studying transgender service             
before ordering a 2016 policy that allowed those troops to serve openly. 
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Indian American Congressman Ami Bera re-named as Chair of House Foreign Affairs            
Subcommittee 

In the US, veteran Indian-American Congressman Ami Bera has been re-elected as chairman of the               
House Foreign Subcommittee on Asia, Pacific, Central Asia and Non-proliferation. 

India, World Bank sign 500 million dollar Programme to improve quality of school education in               
India 

The Government of India and the World Bank signed a 500-million US dollar Strengthening              
Teaching-Learning and Results for States Programme (STARS) to improve the quality and            
governance of school education in six Indian states. These include Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,             
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan. Some 250 million students (between the age             
of six and 17) in 1.5 million schools and over 10 million teachers will benefit from the programme. 

 

 

BANKING & FINANCE 

 

IDBI Bank launches video KYC facility for opening savings bank accounts 

IDBI Bank announced the launch of video KYC account opening (VAO) facility for savings bank               
accounts. Through the facility, a customer can open a savings account with the lender from the                
convenience of his/her home or office as there are no physical forms to be filled or visits to be made                    
to the branch. 

Bank of Baroda launches WhatsApp banking 

Bank of Baroda announced the launch of banking services on WhatsApp. The services offered by the                
bank via WhatsApp will be balance inquiry, mini statement, cheque status enquiry, cheque book              
request, blocking of debit card, information on Bank’s product and services, register/apply for digital              
products etc. 

Paytm now offers personal loans in 2 minutes 

India's leading digital financial services platform Paytm has introduced Instant Personal Loans on its              
platform to facilitate access to credit services to the masses. The service can be availed 24X7, round                 
the year even on public holidays and weekends. Paytm is the technology and distribution partner for                
NBFCs and would help them expand the reach and adoption of loan services to salaried individuals,                
small business owners and professionals. The loans would be processed and disbursed by NBFCs              
and banks. 
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SBI, IOCL launch contactless RuPay debit card 

State Bank of India (SBI) and Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) announced the launch of               
co-branded contactless Rupay debit card. Co-branded by SBI and IOCL, transactions up to ₹5,000              
can be paid for through the contactless card. The initiative will promote digital payments, and is in                 
alignment with the government’s vision of a Digital India, chairman of IndianOil said. 

IDFC First Bank hikes interest rate on savings balances below 1 lakh to 7% 

From 1 January, IDFC First Bank has increased the interest rate on savings account balances up to                 
₹1 lakh to 7%. The interest rate was 6% earlier. The rate compares favorably with the 3-4% on offer                   
in major private sector banks. 

Kotak Mutual Fund launches Kotak NASDAQ 100 Fund of Fund 

Kotak Mutual Fund today announced the launch of Kotak NASDAQ 100 Fund of Fund. The new fund                 
offer opens for subscription from 11 January 2021 to 25 January 2021. Kotak Nasdaq 100 Fund of                 
Fund will invest in units of overseas ETFs. NASDAQ-100 is one of the world's major large-cap growth                 
indexes. 

Interest rate on RBI bonds retained at 7.15% for Jan-March 2021 

The Government of India Savings Bonds (popularly known as the RBI bonds) have maintained their               
advantage over bank fixed deposits, with the government retaining 7.15% rate for Jan-March 2021.              
Most FD rates in large banks are in the 4-6% range. These bonds have a tenor of 7 years and the                     
interest earned is fully taxable. The RBI Bonds do not have a fixed interest rate. The interest rate is                   
reset every 6 months. It is linked to the prevailing rate on National Savings Certificates (NSCs), with                 
the Savings Bonds paying out 0.35% more than the NSC rate. 

Axis Bank announces no penalty on premature closure of fixed deposits 

Private lender Axis Bank announced the removal of penalty on premature closure of all new retail                
term deposits booked on or after 15 December 2020 for a tenure of 2 years or more. Axis Bank said                    
the objective of this customer-friendly feature is to inculcate and encourage retail customers to go for                
long-term savings. Axis Bank gives an interest rate ranging from 2.5% to 5.50% on deposits maturing                
in 7 days to 10 years. 

RBI imposes ₹2 crore fine on Deutsche Bank for non-compliance of various norms 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a penalty of ₹2 crore on Deutsche Bank for                 
non-compliance with certain provisions of directions issued by RBI (Interest Rate on Deposits)             
Directions, 2016. Penalty has been imposed in exercise of powers vested in RBI under the provisions                
of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, the central bank said in a release 
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CBDT launches e-portal for filing complaints on tax evasion, benami properties 

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has launched an automated dedicated e-portal on the               
e-filing website of the Department to receive and process complaints of tax evasion, foreign              
undisclosed assets as well as complaints regarding benami properties. The public can now file a Tax                
Evasion Petition through a link on the e-filing website of the I-T Dept. 

Shaktikanta Das headed FSDC sub-committee reviews developments in the economy 

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das headed the Sub-Committee of the FSDC reviewed the major             
developments in the global and domestic economy as well as financial markets that impact financial               
stability. The Sub-Committee discussed scope for improvements in insolvency resolution under IBC,            
utilisation of data with the Central KYC Records Registry and changes in the regulatory framework               
relating to AIFs set up in the IFSC among others. 

Sebi proposes to separate KYC and account opening process 

Capital markets regulator Sebi proposed that KYC and account opening process should be separated              
in order to standardise the process and avoid duplication. It has been suggested that KYC should be                 
done through stock exchanges, depositories and KYC Registration Agencies (KRAs), and           
documentation for opening of accounts for entering into transactions would continue to be the              
responsibility of concerned registered intermediaries. 

Yes Bank launches wellness themed credit card 

Yes Bank has announced its partnership with Aditya Birla Wellness Private Limited to launch the               
‘YES BANK Wellness’ and ‘YES BANK Wellness Plus’ Credit Cards – aimed at the holistic health,                
self-care and wellness of consumers. 

ICICI Bank ties up with Niyo to issue prepaid cards to MSMEs 

ICICI Bank has tied up with Niyo, a new age fintech, to issue prepaid cards to workers of Micro, Small                    
& Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). The ‘ICICI Bank Niyo Bharat Payroll Card’ allows an individual to               
receive funds up to Rs. 1 lakh into the card account. It offers convenience and safety of digital                  
banking to the blue-collar workforce while providing a state-of-the-art salary disbursement solution to             
the employers. 

RBI forms working group to regulate digital lending frauds headed by Jayant Kumar Dash 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a working group to study digital lending activities of the                   
regulated and unregulated players, due to the growing instances of frauds in the digital lending               
space. 

The six-member panel comprises of following four RBI internal and two external members: 

● Jayant Kumar Dash, Executive Director, RBI (Chairman) 
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● Ajay Kumar Choudhary, Chief General Manager-in-Charge, Department of Supervision 
(Member) 

● P Vasudevan, Chief General Manager, Department of Payment and Settlement Systems, RBI 
(Member) 

● Manoranjan Mishra, Chief General Manager, Department of Regulation (Member Secretary) 
● Vikram Mehta, Co-founder, Monexo Fintech (External Member) 
● Rahul Sasi, Cyber Security Expert & Founder of CloudSEK (External Member) 

IRDAI Constitutes Panel of Experts to examine availability of health insurance products 

Insurance regulator IRDAI has set up a panel of experts called ‘Health Insurance Advisory              
Committee’ to examine the availability of health insurance products in the country, considering the              
need of the Indian society and recommend suitable products and processes. The expert committee              
will be headed by IRDAI Chairperson, Subhash Chandra Khuntia and will have a Member (Non-Life)               
as the vice-chairperson. The committee, which has a term of one year. 

Financial Software and Systems Partners India Post Payments Bank to promote financial            
inclusion 

The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has partnered with Financial Software and Systems (FSS), to               
promote financial inclusion among underserved and unbanked segments. Under the collaboration,           
IPPB will use FSS’ Aadhaar Enabled Payment System (AePS) to provide interoperable and             
affordable doorstep banking services to customers across India. FSS is a leading banking and digital               
payment processor and provider of integrated payment products. 

As per the reports, Forex intervention by RBI to touch $93 billion by March 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is likely to spend at least $20 billion more to support the rupee and                    
increase the forex kitty through the reminder of the financial year, taking its overall forex intervention                
to $93 billion, according to a report. The report by the Wall Street brokerage Bank of America                 
Securities also expects the central bank to raise banks' HTM (held-to-maturity) limits of excess              
government securities by 2% of their books to fund the fiscal deficit if high forex intervention limits its                  
open market operations (OMOs). 

Axis Bank launches credit card with health, wellness benefits 

Axis Bank, India's third-largest private sector bank, announced the launch of 'AURA', a credit              
exclusively loaded with several health and wellness benefits for its users. Aimed at health-conscious              
individuals, these features will be powered by Poshvine and other specialists such as Decathlon,              
Practo, Fitternity, IndushealthPlus, 1MG etc., to offer a complete and unique health & wellness              
solution. With Practo, the card will provide up to four free online video consultations per month, with                 
24*7 access to doctors across all 21 specialties and not just limited to general physicians. 
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IDFC First Bank to offer interest-free cash on credit cards 

IDFC First Bank Ltd seeks to expand its credit card business with two unique offerings, including                
interest-free cash advances for 48 days and dynamic interest rates on revolving credit. The              
interest-free cash scheme is a first for the industry and is a feature that the bank is testing, B.                   
Madhivanan, chief operating officer, IDFC First Bank, said in an interview. 

Airtel Payments Banks launches ‘safe pay’ to curb online frauds 

Airtel Payments Bank launched a mode of safe digital transactions to protect customers from online               
frauds, the company said in a statement. 

● Airtel SafePay is an additional wall that will prevent online frauds when customers transact              
through UPI (unified payment interface) or net-banking using the Airtel Payments Bank. 

● The new payment gateway, which is free of cost, will offer protection against phishing, stolen               
credentials or passwords, and phone cloning 

Yes Bank new initiative for MSME: ₹5 crore loan without collateral for startups 

To strengthen the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), YES BANK has recently launched              
YES MSME - an initiative that will facilitate "speedy and easy access to funds" to the MSME sector. 

● The bank will provide "curated offerings to address both business and individual needs of              
MSMEs, nurture new age entrepreneurs and maximise their potential. 

● The bank will provide 'curated offerings to address both business and individual needs of              
MSMEs'. 

● YES BizConnect – a collaborative solution to build strong market linkages involving over 700              
industry associations will also be offered. 

ICICI Bank launches ‘InstaFX’ mobile app 

ICICI Bank today announced the launch of a new mobile application for authorised money changers               
to help customers of any bank get ‘ICICI Bank Forex Prepaid Card’ swiftly. 

● ‘InstaFX’, the app enables the authorised money changers, who are partners of the Bank, to               
complete the KYC verification and validation of customers digitally and on a real-time basis. 

● This facility significantly improves customer convenience as the ‘ICICI Bank Forex Prepaid            
Card’ gets activated swiftly within a few hours, as against the industry practice of up to                
two-days. 

● ICICI Bank is the first bank in the country to offer such facility to money changers. 

SEBI penalises HDFC Bank in BRH Wealth Kreators case 

The Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has imposed a fine of Rs1 crore for invoking                
securities pledged by BRH Wealth Kreators in violation of the regulator's interim orders. SEBI said               
that the bank had extended loan facility to BRH and BRH commodities to the tune of ₹87.75 crore                  
against shares, however, it invoked securities pledged to the extent of ₹158.68 crore without giving               
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any notice to the clients. It has therefore asked HDFC bank to deposit an equivalent amount of                 
₹158.68 crore along with interest. 

RBI imposes ₹2 crore penalty on Standard Chartered Bank 

The Reserve Bank imposed a penalty of ₹2 crore on Standard Chartered Bank–India for delays in                
reporting of frauds to it. The monetary penalty has been imposed on the bank for non-compliance                
with certain directions contained in the 'Reserve Bank of India (Frauds - Classification and Reporting               
by commercial banks and select FIs) Directions 2016'. 

RBI proposes graded risk based approach to regulate NBFCs 

The Reserve Bank of India proposed a four- tier regulatory framework for non-banking finance              
companies based on systemic importance and potential risk to financial system stability . With this               
while the RBI has sought to bring the NBFC sector on par with banks, it has also assured that the                    
proposed changes in regulation notwithstanding, NBFCs engaged in niche sectors and geographies            
will continue to have flexibility in terms of business operations and uniqueness going forward. 4               
layers will include NBFC-Base Layer (NBFC-BL) , NBFC -Middle Layer (NBFC ML), NBFC - Upper               
Layer (NBFC UL) and NBFC - Top Layer (NBFC TL). 

RBI Retains SBI, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank as Domestic Systemically Important Banks 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has retained State Bank of India, ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank as                  
domestic systemically important banks (D-SIBs) or banks that are considered as “too big to fail”. The                
updated list is based on the data collected from banks as on March 31, 2020. The new scheme has                   
been launched for the health of brave CAPF personnel who guard the borders. The National Health                
Authority (NHA) on Friday said that the scheme is a joint initiative with the Ministry of Home Affairs to                   
provide cashless and paperless medical treatment. 

 

 

BUSINESS & ECONOMY 

 

Bajaj Auto becomes world’s most valuable two-wheeler company 

Indian multinational two-wheeler and three-wheeler manufacturing company, Bajaj Auto has become           
the most valuable two-wheeler company in the world, after it crossed a market capitalization of more                
than Rs. 1 lakh crore, on January 01, 2021. 

World Bank Released Global Economic Prospects Report 

World Bank Released Global Economic Prospects Report According to the report, the Indian             
economy will contract by 9.6% in 2020-21. The Indian economy will recover by 5.4% in 2021-22.                
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India's economic contraction will be mainly attributed to the sharp decline in household spending and               
private investment. According to data from the Indian Economic Monitoring Center, during the             
covid-19 pandemic, more than 500,000 salaried people lost their jobs. 

Chingari partners with Dekko to introduce infotainment on its platform 

Indian application Chingari has entered a collaboration with short video news app Dekko to introduce               
infotainment to its users. With this partnership, the short video-sharing platform aims at introducing a               
more accessible, shareable, and credible news video content. The partnership with Dekko will give              
Chingari users access to global breaking and trending news. This tie-up is designed to specifically               
serve the Hindi speaking consumers across the globe. 

KVIC signs MoU with ITBP for supply of 1,72,000 cotton durries every year 

Khadi and Village Industries Commission signed MoU with Indo-Tibetan Border Police, ITBP for             
supply of 1,72,000 cotton durries every year. The total value of these durries is eight crore 74 lakh.                  
The agreement has been signed for one year which will be renewed thereafter. The development               
comes after Home Minister Amit Shah gave instructions to the paramilitary forces to encourage local               
products to support the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. The cotton durries will be produced by Khadi                
artisans in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab. 

Elon Musk surpasses Jeff Bezos to become world's richest person 

Tesla Inc chief and billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk surpassed Amazon.com Inc's top boss Jeff              
Bezos to become the world's richest person, Bloomberg News reported. Including Thursday's gains             
in Tesla shares, Musk had a net worth of more than $188.5 billion, $1.5 billion more than Bezos,                  
according to a Bloomberg News report. 

India's GDP may contract by 7.7% in FY21, says govt in first advance estimates 

The growth in India's real GDP during 2020-21 is estimated at -7.7% as compared to the growth rate                  
of 4.2% in 2019-20, said the government as part of its first advance estimates of the economic                 
growth. The growth in nominal GDP during 2020-21 is estimated at -4.2%, says CSO. As per the first                  
advance estimates of the national income released by the NSO, there was contraction in almost all                
sectors with the exception of agriculture. 

PUBG Mobile highest revenue generating game in India in 2020 

Despite being banned mid-year by the union government, PUBG Mobile was the highest revenue              
generating gaming app in India in terms of user spending in 2020 across Google Play Store and                 
Apple App Store, according to Sensor Tower, an app analytics firm. PUBG Mobile was also the                
highest revenue generating gaming app globally in 2020. Activision’s Call of Duty Mobile, which also               
profited from the ban and raked 1.4 million downloads in the week after it, was the 5th highest                  
revenue generating game in India in 2020. 
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SAP to invest ₹500 crore to accelerate multi-cloud strategy in India 

German technology major SAP SE said it would invest ₹500 crore in India to localize and offer                 
customers the flexibility of a multi-cloud environment. SAP will make available its multiple cloud              
solutions in India data centres. In May, SAP launched its Commerce Cloud and S/4 HANA Cloud on                 
its India data centre to help domestic enterprises meet end-to-end customer demands, make             
commerce frictionless while ensuring compliance with the data protection bill. 

ADROSONIC, INSTANDA partner to rev up insurance sector's digital transformation 

ADROSONIC's insurance domain expertise and INSTANDA’s no code platform will empower insurers            
with the agility to price risk in ways that meet the client’s needs in a changing post-Covid-19 world. 

Flipkart to train aspirants who want to work in the logistics industry 

E-commerce marketplace Flipkart has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Logistics            
Skill Sector Council (LSC), an organisation set up by the Ministry of Skill Development and               
Entrepreneurship through National Skill Development Corporation of India and Karnataka Skill           
Development Centre. As part of the MoU, Flipkart launched a Centre of Excellence (CoE) to build a                 
skilled and trained workforce for the fast-growing e-commerce industry. 

Indian economy heading towards V-shaped recovery in 2021: Assocham 

India's economy is showing decisive signs of a 'V-shaped' recovery in 2021 with the return of                
consumer confidence, robust financial markets, an uptick in manufacturing and exporters braving it             
out in the global market with never-say-die spirit, Assocham said. The industry chamber said it               
expects immense accruals of economic benefits from the COVID-19 vaccination programme about to             
be rolled out. 

Tech Mahindra to acquire Payments Technology Services for about ₹66 crore 

IT services major Tech Mahindra will acquire Payments Technology Services Ltd (PTSL), a             
step-down subsidiary of fintech firm FIS, for $9 million (about ₹66 crore). The acquisition will give                
Tech Mahindra access to IPs and licenses for two products - Open Payment Framework (OPF) and                
Multi-Bank System (MBS). 

Infosys to acquire assets, onboard employees of Australia's Carter Digital 

IT services major Infosys will purchase assets and onboard employees of Carter Digital, an              
Australian experience design agency. This asset takeover strengthens Infosys' global design and            
experience offerings, demonstrates its continued commitment in bringing innovative thinking, talent           
and creativity to its clients, and provides an effective global digital solution. 

Amazon India launches ‘Amazon Academy’  

Amazon India announced the launch of Amazon Academy to help students preparing for the JEE               
(Joint Entrance Examination) for entrance to engineering colleges. "The online preparation offering            
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will equip students with in-depth knowledge and practice routines required for the JEE, through              
curated learning material, live lectures and comprehensive assessments in Math, Physics and            
Chemistry. Amazon Academy will offer students a range of JEE preparatory resources at launch,              
including specially crafted mock tests by industry experts, over 15,000 handpicked questions. 

Nomura Estimates India’s GDP to contract 6.7% in FY21 

The Japanese brokerage Nomura has revised upward the GDP forecast for India in 2020-21 and now                
expects it to contract to 6.7 percent. Nomura has further projected the GDP of India to rise to 13.5                   
percent in FY22 (2021-22). 

UBS Projects GDP of India at 7.5% in 2020-21 

Swiss brokerage major UBS Investment Bank has projected the Indian economy to contract 7.5              
percent in the current fiscal FY21, ending March 2021. UBS further expects the economy to rebound                
at 11.5 percent in FY22. For the FY23, GDP growth is expected to stabilise at 6 percent. 

BofA Securities Projects GDP of India to Contract 6.7% in FY21 

The BofA Securities expects the GDP growth of India for the current financial year 2020-21 to                
contract by 6.7 percent. Apart from this, BofA Securities has projected the Indian economy to grow at                 
9 percent in 2021-22 if the vaccine distribution is done in the first half of the new fiscal year, but it                     
expects GDP growth prospects at just at 6 percent if the distribution is delayed to the second half of                   
2021-22 (October-March). 

PM Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendras register record sale of Rs 484 crore in current FY 

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendras have registered a record sale of Rs 484 crore in the                 
current financial year. The sales were recorded at the 7,064 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi               
Kendras across all districts of the country selling quality generic medicines. 

Elon Musk-owned Tesla Inc. sets up first India entity in Bengaluru 

Elon Musk-owned electric vehicle (EV) company Tesla has registered a fully-owned subsidiary in             
Bengaluru. The company will be called ‘Tesla India Motors and Energy Private Limited’. This is the                
first centre of the American giant Tesla in India. Tesla, the most valuable auto company in the world,                  
plans to open such centres in 5 states of India. Tesla headquarter is in California, United States 

Fitch Ratings Projects GDP of India at -9.4% in FY21 & 11% in FY22 

The Fitch Ratings expect gross domestic product (GDP) of India to contract by 9.4 percent in FY21                 
(April 2020 to March 2021). Fitch further projects the GDP to expand by 11 percent in FY22 (April                  
2021 to March 2022). 
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Rakesh Jhunjhunwala-backed Nazara Technologies becomes first Indian gaming firm to file           
IPO 

Nazara Technologies, a firm backed by Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, became the first Indian gaming             
technology company to seek a market debut. Mumbai-based mobile gaming company filed initial             
public offering documents with the market regulators. Founded by gamer Nitish Mittersain in 2000,              
Nazara is one of the largest interactive gaming and sports media companies in India. The company is                 
known for its games on the World Cricket Championship and Chhota Bheem and Motu Patlu series. 

Udaan inks pan-India distribution partnership with Hummel 

Business-to-business (B2B) e-commerce platform Udaan has signed a pan-India distribution          
partnership with Danish sportstyle brand, Hummel. As part of this partnership, Hummel will leverage              
Udaan’s vast distribution network to offer its range of products across the length and breadth of the                 
country. Hummel continues to sponsor clubs and players within handball and football, Everton being              
one of them. 

Amazon India launches startup accelerator programme to boost exports 

Amazon India launched Amazon Global Selling Propel (AGSP), its accelerator programme which will             
help early-stage consumer products startups go global. Amazon India will provide an equity free grant               
of $50,000 to each of these startups and has tied up with venture capital firms Sequoia Capital India                  
and Fireside Ventures, who will make follow-on investment in some of these businesses. 

MeitY collaborates with Amazon to set up India’s first quantum computing lab 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has announced a collaboration with             
Amazon Web Services (AWS) to develop a Quantum Computing Applications Lab in the country. The               
lab is meant to provide access to the quantum computing development environment for the              
developer, scientific and academic communities. “Enabling our scientific community with advanced           
technologies plays a key role towards scientific advancements and learning," said Ajay Sawhney,             
Secretary, MeitY. Amazon will provide hosting with technical and programmatic support for the lab. 

Google to spend $150 mn to create awareness on covid vaccine 

Google has decided to spend $150 million on creating awareness, educating people and ensuring              
access to vaccines among underserved communities. $100 million will be provided in ad grants to the                
CDC Foundation, WHO, and multiple non-profit bodies and $50 million, to provide vaccine-related             
content and information to underprivileged communities. Google will also start showing state and             
regional distribution information on Search so people can know when they are eligible to get               
vaccines. 

TCS become world's most-valued IT company 

Tata Consultancy Services Ltd (TCS) has once again become the world’s most-valued information             
technology company with a market capitalisation of $169.25 billion. The company surpassed            
Accenture to hold the top spot once again. 
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Indian economy estimated to contract by 9.6% in 2020, grow at 7.3% in 2021: UN 

India's economy is estimated to contract by 9.6% in 2020, while it is projected to grow at 7.3% in                   
2021, a report released by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

India's GDP to contract 8% in FY21: FICCI Survey 

India's gross domestic product (GDP) is likely to contract by 8% in 2020-21, according to a survey by                  
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI). Named as FICCI's Economic             
Outlook Survey, it is based on responses from leading economists representing the industry, banking              
and financial services sector. The survey was conducted in January. 

India's GDP growth to contract by 8% in FY21, says IMF 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) upgraded its GDP projection for India to a contraction of 8%                
in FY21 from its earlier estimate of 10.3% dip, citing encouraging signs of economic recovery as                
depicted by high-frequency indicators. The IMF also revised upward its projections for FY22 to 11.5%               
from 8.8% estimated earlier. 

IMF revises growth projection for India to 11.5 per cent in 2021 

The IMF projected an 11.5 per cent growth rate for India in 2021. It makes India the only major                   
economy of the world to register double-digit growth this year amidst the coronavirus pandemic. With               
the latest projections, India regains the tag of the fastest developing economies of the world. The IMF                 
said India's economy is projected to grow by 6.8 per cent in 2022. 

Microsoft launches its new Taj Mahal inspired Engineering Hub in NCR 

Tech major Microsoft has launched its new India Development Center (IDC) facility in Noida, Uttar               
Pradesh on 28 January 2021. India Development Center (IDC) NCR is the third development center               
of Microsoft in India after Bengaluru and Hyderabad. The India Development Center (IDC) workspace              
architecture is inspired by the Taj Mahal, one of the seven wonders of the world. 

Happiest Minds acquires Pimcore Global Services for $8.25 mn 

Happiest Minds Technologies Ltd will acquire US-based Pimcore Global Services for USD 8.25             
million (about ₹60 crore). Houston-based Pimcore Global Services is a digital e-commerce and data              
management solutions company. 
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AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 

 

Public and Private Health Facilities were felicitated with 'Kayakalp' award for high standards             
of Sanitation and Hygiene 

Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan felicitates Kayakalp awards. Public and Private Health Facilities             
were felicitated with Kayakalp award for high standards of Sanitation and Hygiene. The government              
had launched a National Initiative ‘Kayakalp’ on 15th May 2015 to ensure hygiene, sanitation and               
cleanliness in Public Health Facilities in India. 

Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda to receive SKOCH Challenger Award 

Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda will virtually receive SKOCH Challenger Award conferred to the              
Ministry of Tribal Affairs for e-Governance. The award has been given to the Ministry for its IT-led                 
initiatives and other transformational initiatives leading to outcome-based performance improvement. 

Rajendra Kumar Bhandari selected for Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 

Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development Society and Dr. Rajendra Kumar Bhandari           
have been selected for the Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar for their excellent              
work in Disaster Management. Union Home Ministry announced the award every year on 23rd              
January, the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The award carries a cash prize of 51                 
lakh rupees and a certificate in case of an institution and five lakh rupees and a certificate in case of                    
an individual. 

Meghalaya selected for Special Award for Information Technology applications in Elections 

The Office of the Chief Electoral Officer, Meghalaya was selected for a Special Award for Information                
Technology applications in Elections by the Election Commission of India (ECI), in the National Best               
Electoral Practices Awards-2020. President Ram Nath Kovind virtually conferred the award to            
Meghalaya CEO F.R. Kharkongor at the National Voters' Day Award function held in New Delhi. 

President approves conferment of Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of Awards to 40 persons 

The President Ram Nath Kovind has approved the conferment of Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of               
Awards - 2020 on 40 persons. The awards include Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak to one person,                
Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak to eight persons and Jeevan Raksha Padak to 31 persons. One award                
is posthumous. Muhammed Muhsin of Kerala has been awarded with Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha             
Padak posthumously. (Click Here to See List) 

32 Children Awarded Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2021 (Click Here to See List) 

The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) for the year 2021 has been conferred to 32                
children, hailing from 32 districts of 21 States/UTs. The PMRBP award is given by the Government of                 
India to the children with exceptional abilities and outstanding accomplishments, in the fields of              

 

 

https://knowindia.gov.in/assets/doc/JeevanRaksha2021.pdf
https://knowindia.gov.in/assets/doc/JeevanRaksha2021.pdf
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innovation, scholastic, sports, arts & culture, social service and bravery.Distribution of 32 awards             
based on the respective categories: 

● Art & Culture – 7 
● Innovation – 9 
● Scholastic achievements – 5 
● Sports – 7 
● Bravery – 3 
● Social Service - 1 

Padma Awardees List 2021 - Click Here 

Maha Vir Chakra awarded to Galwan valley hero Col Santosh Babu posthumously 

Colonel B Santosh Babu, the Commanding Officer of 16 Bihar Regiment, who lost his life during the                 
Galwan Valley clash last year, will be posthumously awarded with Maha Vir Chakra. 

 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

 

Argentine filmmaker Pablo Cesar to head 51st IFFI's International Jury 

The International Jury for 51st edition of International Film Festival of India has been announced with                
eminent filmmakers from across the world. The Information and Broadcasting Ministry in a statement              
said that the Jury will comprise Pablo Cesar of Argentina as Chairman, Prasanna Vithanage of Sri                
Lanka, Abu Bakr Shawky of Austria, Priyadarshan of India and Rubaiyat Hossain of Bangladesh.              
Pablo Cesar is an Argentine filmmaker. He has contributed to the African cinema by making the                
critically acclaimed films, Equinox, the Garden of the Roses, Los dioses de agua and Aphrodite, the                
Garden of the Perfumes. 

Alexander Ellis appointed as new British High Commissioner to India 

Alexander Ellis has been appointed as the new British High Commissioner to India in succession to                
Sir Philip Barton. Mr. Ellis has earlier served in Lisbon and Brazil as well. 

Justice Joymalya Bagchi sworn in as Andhra Pradesh HC judge 

Justice Joymalya Bagchi was sworn in as a Judge of Andhra Pradesh High Court. Andhra Pradesh                
High Court Chief Justice JK Maheswari administered the oath of office to Justice Bagchi. 

Justice Pankaj Mithal takes oath as Chief Justice of J&K, Ladakh Court 

Justice Pankaj Mithal has been appointed as the new Chief Justice (CJ) of the Common High Court                 
for the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir and Union Territory of Ladakh in Jammu. 
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Justice Vineet Kothari takes oath as Gujarat HC Judge 

Justice Vineet Kothari took oath as a Judge in Gujarat High Court. He was previously an Acting Chief                  
Justice in Madras High Court. He was transferred to Gujarat High Court on recommendation of a five                 
Judge collegium led by the Chief Justice of India. He was elevated as a judge of the Rajasthan High                   
Court in 2005 and was transferred to Karnataka in 2016. 

Sanjay Kapoor elected as All India Chess Federation president 

Sanjay Kapoor was elected president of the All India Chess Federation (AICF) while Bharat Singh               
Chauhan retained the secretary’s post. Kapoor, representing Uttar Pradesh Chess Association,           
defeated incumbent PR Venketrama Raja in a close contest. Kapoor received 33 votes as against 31                
of Raja. Chauhan beat Ravindra Dongre 35-29. Apart from the president, secretary and treasurer, six               
vice-presidents and six joint secretaries were also elected. 

Gem and Jewellery Domestic Council elects Ashish Pethe as New Chairman 

The All India Gem and Jewellery Domestic Council (GJC), the national apex body of the gems and                 
jewellery industry, has announced the appointment of Ashish Pethe as chairman and Saiyam Mehra              
as vice chairman for a period of two years. Pethe has been closely associated with GJC and was the                   
Zonal Chairman West, which he will continue even after this new position. 

Lt Gen Shantanu Dayal to take charge as Deputy Chief of Army Staff 

Lt Gen Shantanu Dayal has been named the new Deputy Chief of Army Staff (DCOAS). Lt Gen                 
Dayal is the Corps Commander of the Tejpur based 4 Corps. He will take the place of Lt Gen SS                    
Hasabnis who superannuated on December 31 as soon as his replacement arrives. 

Justice Hima Kohli becomes first woman Chief Justice of Telangana HC 

Justice Hima Kohli has become the first woman Chief Justice of Telangana High Court following her                
swearing-in. Telangana Governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan has administered oath to her at a             
special ceremony held at the Darbar Hall of Raj Bhavan in Hyderabad. Chief Minister K.               
Chandrasekhar Rao, several judges of the State High Court, Union Minister of State for Home G.                
Kishan Reddy, several Ministers from Telangana and leaders of various political parties were among              
those present on this occasion. 

NIT Trichy graduate Dr Raj Iyer becomes US Army's first Chief Information Officer 

Dr Raj Iyer, has taken over as the first Chief Information Officer of the US Army. Equivalent in rank to                    
a three-star General, Iyer will supervise an annual budget of $16 billion for the US Army's IT                 
operation. Over 15,000 civilians and military personnel posted across 100 countries work under him. 
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Airtel appoints Pradipt Kapoor as chief information officer 

Sunil Mittal-led Bharti Airtel Ltd has appointed Pradipt Kapoor as chief information officer (CIO).              
Kapoor will succeed Harmeen Mehta who drove Airtel’s collaboration with Amazon Web Services,             
among others, under its enterprise segment. 

PM Narendra Modi appointed as Chairman of Gujarat’s Somnath Temple Trust 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been appointed as the new chairman of the Shree Somnath                
Trust (SST), the religious body which manages and maintains the famous Somnath Temple, situated              
near Veravalat at Prabhas Patan town of Gir-Somnath district in Gujarat. 

● PM Modi is the only second Prime Minister to hold the post, after Prime Minister Morarji Desai. 
● Apart from PM Modi, other members of the trust includes: Union Home Minister Amit Shah, 

Veteran BJP leader LK Advani, Harshvardhan Neotia– chairman of Kolkata-based 
construction major Ambuja Neotia Goup, Pravin Laheri- , retired chief secretary of Gujarat and 
Jeevan Parmar- retired professor of Sanskrit in Veraval. 

RBL Bank board approves re-appointment of Vishwavir Ahuja as MD and CEO 

Vishwavir Ahuja has been re-appointed as the Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer              
(CEO) of the Private sector lender, RBL Bank. Ahuja has been appointed for a period of three years,                  
with effect from June 30, 2021 to June 29, 2024. 

Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi presents Coal Minister's Award to 3 coal companies in function              
held in New Delhi 

Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi presented Coal Minister's Award to three coal companies of Coal India               
Limited, Northern Coalfields Limited, Central Coalfields Limited and Western Coalfields Limited in a             
function held in New Delhi. The award has been instituted to promote best and sustainable practices                
for coal mining in the country. Mr Joshi also launched 'Project Passion'- the Enterprise Resource               
Planning of Coal India Limited which will help improve business performance and growth of the               
company with enhanced data integrity. 

Siddhartha Mohanty set to take over as Managing Director of LIC w.e.f Feb 1, 2021 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Siddhartha Mohanty             
as the new managing director (MD) of Life Insurance Corporation (LIC). He will assume charge with                
effect from February 1, 2021, till his superannuation on June 30, 2023. He will replace TC Suseel                 
Kumar, who will retire on January 31, 2021. 

Justice Gita Mittal appointed new chairperson of BCCC 

The board of directors of the Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) has appointed Justice Gita Mittal,               
former Chief Justice of Jammu & Kashmir High Court, as the new chairperson of Broadcasting               
Content Complaints Council (BCCC). Justice Mittal succeeds former Supreme Court Judge, Justice            
Vikramajit Sen, whose tenure as BCCC chairperson has ended. Having served as the first woman               
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Chief Justice of Jammu & Kashmir High Court, Justice Gita Mittal is also the first woman chairperson                 
of BCCC. 

Quantum Advisors announces Piyush Thakkar as CEO and Arvind Chari as CIO 

Quantum Advisors has announced that Piyush Thakkar has been elevated to the position of CEO of                
Quantum Advisors. Piyush was serving as COO of Quantum Advisors. Quantum Advisors has also              
appointed Arvind Chari as Chief Investment Officer. Arvind was serving as Head - Fixed Income.               
Both the appointments have come in effect from Jan 1, 2021. Piyush Thakkar was serving as COO of                  
Quantum Advisors. Arvind Chari was serving as Head - Fixed Income. 

J K Shivan appointed as MD & CEO of Dhanlaxmi Bank 

Dhanlaxmi Bank has approved the appointment of J K Shivan as the next managing director and                
CEO of the Bank. However, the appointment of Shivan is subjected to approval from the               
shareholders of the bank. Headquarter of Dhanlaxmi Bank – Thrissur, Kerala 

Ramboll appoints Vidya Basarkod as the Country Director for India 

Ramboll, an engineering, architecture and consultancy company, announced the appointment of           
Vidya Basarkod as the Country Director for India. Basarkod is a civil engineer by profession. She also                 
holds a degree of Masters in Structural Engineering from Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai. In               
the year 2016, Basarkod joined Ramboll. 

Lt Gen Chandi Prasad Mohanty appointed as new Army Vice-Chief 

Lieutenant General Chandi Prasad Mohanty has been appointed as the new Vice-chief of Army staff.               
He would assume the office on February 1, 2021 from Lt General SK Saini, who is superannuating on                  
31 January 2021. Lt Gen Mohanty is a June 1982 batch Infantry Officer from the Rajput Regiment                 
and is presently the Southern Army Commander. 

Swaminathan Janakiraman and Aswini Kumar Tewari appointed as MDs of State Bank of India 

The appointments committee (ACC) of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Swaminathan             
Janakiraman and Ashwini Kumar Tewari as new Managing Directors (MDs) of State Bank of India               
(SBI) for a period of three years. Dinesh Kumar Khara is the current Chairman of the bank. The other                   
two MDs of the bank are C.S. Setty and Ashwani Bhatia. SBI is headed by a Chairman and four                   
managing directors. 

Kaja Kallas sworn in as first woman Prime Minister of Estonia 

Kaja Kallas, the leader of the Reform Party in Estonia has been elected as the new Prime Minister of                   
the country. Kallas is the first female prime minister of the country. 
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Rama Mohan Rao Amara appointed as the MD and CEO of SBI Card 

SBI Cards and Payment Services (SBI Card) appointed Rama Mohan Rao Amara as the new MD                
and CEO of the company. Rama Mohan Rao Amara's appointment is effective from 30 January for a                 
period of two years subject to all the requisite approvals including that of the shareholders. 

Jay Shah appointed President of Asian Cricket Council 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India's (BCCI) Secretary Jay Shah appointed as the President of                 
the Asian Cricket Council (ACC). Bangladesh Cricket Board's (BCB) chief Nazmul Hussain was the              
previous chief of the ACC. 

 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Japan to launch the first wood-based satellite by 2023 

Japan’s Sumitomo Forestry company and Kyoto University aims to launch the world’s first             
wood-based space satellite by 2023 to combat the problem of space junk. According to the European                
Space Agency (ESA) statistical model, there are more than 130 million pieces of anthropogenic              
space debris—waste residue due to human activities—smaller than a millimetre around our planet.             
The debris can travel at a speed of more than 22,300 mph and can impact other satellites. 

DRDO develops India's first indigenous machine pistol ASMI 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed the country's first           
indigenous machine pistol ASMI. The machine pistol can fire at a range of 100 metres and is in the                   
class of the Uzi series guns of Israel. 

NIC and CBSE to jointly launch CollabCAD Software  

National Informatics Centre and Central Board of Secondary Education, CBSE will jointly launch             
CollabCAD Software to provide a total engineering solution for students and Faculty of Engineering              
Graphics Curriculum. This initiative aims to provide a great platform to students across the country to                
create and modify 3D digital designs with a free flow of creativity and imagination. 

DRDO conducts successful maiden test launch of Akash-NG missile 

DRDO conducted the successful maiden launch of Akash-NG (New Generation) missile from            
Integrated Test Range off the coast of Odisha. Akash-NG is a new generation surface-to-air missile               
meant for use by the Indian Air Force with an aim of intercepting high maneuvering low RCS aerial                  
threats. 
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DRDO successfully conducts captive and release trial of SAAW 

DRDO successfully conducted captive and release trials of indigenously developed Smart           
Anti-Airfield Weapon SAAW from Hawk-I of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) off the Odisha             
coast. SAAW is indigenously designed and developed by DRDO’s Research Centre Imarat (RCI)             
Hyderabad. This is 125 Kg class smart weapon, capable of engaging ground enemy airfield assets               
such as radars, bunkers, taxi tracks, and runways etc. up to a range of 100 kilometres. 

 

 

DEFENCE 

 

Indian Navy to coordinate second edition of largest coastal defence exercise Sea Vigil-21 

Indian Navy will coordinate the second edition of the largest coastal defence exercise Sea Vigil-21.               
The exercise will also include Exclusive Economic Zone of the country and will involve all the 13                 
coastal States and Union Territories along with other maritime stakeholders. It will also include the               
fishing and coastal communities. The entire coastal security set up was reorganised after the 26/11               
Terror attack at Mumbai which was launched via the sea route. The exercise is a build up towards the                   
major Theatre-level exercise TROPEX [Theatre-level Readiness Operational Exercise] which Indian          
Navy conducts every two years. 

Indian Army inks $20 mn contract with ideaForge to buy SWITCH drones 

The Indian Army has recently signed a contract with Mumbai-based drone manufacturing company,             
ideaForge, to procure high-altitude variants of SWITCH unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). The total             
cost of the deal is approximately USD 20 million. However the quantity of UAVs to be procured is not                   
disclosed. SWITCH are fixed-wing UAV, capable of vertical takeoff and landing. They can be              
deployed at high altitude and harsh environments for day-and-night surveillance. These UAVs will be              
delivered to the Indian Army over a period of one year. 

Govt. approves procurement of 83 LCA-Tejas worth Rs 48,000 crore for IAF 

Government has approved procurement of 83 Light Combat Aircrafts (LCA) Tejas worth about Rs              
48,000 crore from Hindustan Aeronautics Limited for Indian Air Forces. The Cabinet Committee on              
Security, CCS chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi today met in New Delhi. 

DRDO develops India’s first indigenous 9mm Machine Pistol named “Asmi" 

Defence Research and Development Organisation(DRDO) said that it has developed the country's            
first indigenous 9mm machine pistol ASMI. Infantry School, Mhow and DRDO’s Armament Research             
& Development Establishment (ARDE), Pune have designed and developed this weapon using their             
respective expertise in the complementary areas. The Machine Pistol is likely to have production cost               
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under rupees 50000 each The weapon has been developed in a record time of four months. The                 
Machine Pistol fires the in-service 9mm ammunition and sports an upper receiver made from aircraft               
grade Aluminium and lower receiver from carbon fibre. The weapon is aptly named “Asmi" meaning               
“Pride", “Self-Respect" & “Hard Work". 

DRDO hands over MotorBike Ambulance Rakshita to CRPF 

Defence Research and Development Organisation handed over MotorBike Ambulance Rakshita to           
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences             
(INMAS), Delhi-based DRDO laboratory, handed over Rakshita, a bike-based casualty transport           
emergency vehicle to CRPF today in a ceremony held at CRPF Head Office in New Delhi. 

Indian Air Force, French Air and Space Force to conduct bilateral air exercise at Jodhpur 

Indian Air Force and French Air and Space Force will conduct a bilateral Air exercise, Ex Desert                 
Knight-21 at Air Force Station Jodhpur. French side will participate with Rafale, Airbus A-330              
Multi-Role Tanker Transport (MRTT), A-400M Tactical Transport aircraft and approximately 175           
personnel. The Indian Air Force aircraft participating in the exercise will include Mirage 2000, Su-30               
MKI, Rafale, IL-78 Flight Refuelling Aircraft, AWACS and AEW&C aircraft. 

Five day Indo-French Air exercise, Ex Desert Knight-21 begins in Jodhpur 

Indian Air Force and French Air and Space Force are conducting a bilateral Air exercise, Ex Desert                 
Knight-21 in Jodhpur. 

● The French side will participate with Rafale, Airbus A-330 Multi-Role Tanker Transport,            
A-400M Tactical Transport aircraft and approximately 175 personnel. 

● The Indian Air Force aircraft participating in the exercise will include Rafale, Mirage 2000,              
Sukhoi-30 MKI among other aircraft. 

● The exercise marks an important milestone in the series of engagements between the two Air               
forces. 

● It is unique as it includes fielding of Rafale aircraft by both sides and is indicative of the                  
growing interaction between the two premier Air Forces. 

Surya Kiran along with Sarang aerobatic team to perform in 13th edition of Aero India show 

Indian Aerobatic team of Surya Kiran will perform along with Sarang aerobatic team for the first time                 
in the 13th edition of Aero India show to be held from February 3rd in Bengaluru.The Chief of Air                   
Force station in Bengaluru Air Commodore Shailendra Sood informed that both Surya Kiran and              
Sarang helicopter aerobatic teams which will come together for the first time to take part in the                 
aerobatics performance during the Aero India Show. He informed that fly past will be arranged twice                
a day in which 41 Indian and foreign aircrafts will take part. 

BSF launches Operation ‘Sard Hawa’ at Rajasthan border 

The Border Security Force (BSF) has launched “Operation Sard Hawa” on the western international              
border of Rajasthan. The Operations aims to check the instances of infiltration due to the dense fog                 
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cover in the region, and increase security on the border areas in Jaisalmer. The week-long operation                
was launched on 21 January 2021, and will continue till 27 January 2021, keeping in view Republic                 
Day of India. 

Joint Tri-service Exercise AMPHEX – 21 held in Andaman & Nicobar 

A large-scale tri-service joint amphibious exercise AMPHEX – 21 was held in Andaman & Nicobar               
group of islands from 21 – 25 Jan 2021. The exercise involved participation of troops of Army, Navy                  
as well as the Indian Air Force. The joint force executed multi-domain, high intensity offensive and                
defensive manoeuvres in the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal. The Ex KAVACH for defence of                
Andaman & Nicobar Islands was also a part of AMPHEX – 21. 

 

BOOKS & AUTHORS 

 

“Modi India Calling – 2021” Book Released 

A coffee table book named “Modi India Calling – 2021” has been released on the occasion of 16th                  
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. The book contains various photographs of Prime Minister Narendra Modi             
captured during his “107 overseas and bilateral visits”. 

Najma Heptulla Releases book titled Making of a General-A Himalayan Echo 

Manipur Governor Dr Najma Heptulla released a book titled “Making of a General-A Himalayan Echo”               
virtually. The book has been authored by (Retd) Lt General Konsam Himalay Singh, in which he has                 
conveyed his dreams and views as well as also highlighted about Manipur, the “Land of Emeralds”.                
Konark Publishers Pvt Ltd is the publisher of the book. 

‘Manohar Parrikar – Off the Record’  by senior journalist Shri Waman Subha Prabhu  

“Right Under our Nose” by R Giridharan, a general manager at RBI. 

The Population Myth: Islam, Family Planning and Politics in India by former chief election              
commissioner (CEC) S Y Quraishi  
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SPORTS 

 

Kiren Rijiju launched the Assam Rifles Public School in Shillong as a Khelo India Sports               
School 

Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju launched the Assam Rifles Public School in                
Shillong as a Khelo India Sports School. At present, nine Sports Schools have been approved across                
the country, out of which five are managed by Defence and Paramilitary forces. In the North-East                
Region, Assam Rifles Public School is the first Sports School announced under Khelo India scheme. 

Khelo India Ice Hockey tournament begins in Chiktan, Kargil 

The Khelo India Ice Hockey Tournament is being organised at Chiktan by Zonal Physical Education               
Officer Chiktan. For the first time the women team of Chiktan also participated in the Khelo India                 
Games in Kargil district. There are 13 teams from different villages of Chiktan participating in the                
tournament, which include 11 men's teams and 2 women's teams. 

National Youth Festival to be organized from January 12 

The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports is organizing a week long National Youth Festival in the                 
country commencing from the 12th of this month. Every year, the festival is being held to                
commemorate the birth anniversary of youth icon Swami Vivekananda. Crucial components of the             
National Youth Festival are the competitive events which include competitive and non-competitive            
cultural events, martial arts, exhibitions, intellectual discourses, young artists camps, seminars and            
adventure programmes. The presentation of National Youth Awards also takes place during this             
festival. 

Jigmet Dolma from India secured fourth position in the Dhaka Marathon 2021 

Jigmet Dolma from India secured fourth position in the Dhaka Marathon 2021. Jigmet Dolma is an                
SPO of Ladakh police. The marathon was organized to commemorate the return of Bangabandhu              
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from Pakistan jail to Bangladesh in 1972. Bahadur Singh of India became               
the champion in the men's category and Pushpa Bhandari of Nepal became the champion in the                
women's category. Hicham Lakohi of Morocco came first in the elite competition of the marathon in                
men’s category while Angela Jim Asunde from Kenya won the women's category in the same event. 

13-day Khelo India Zanskar Winter Sport & Youth festival 2021 to begin from January 18 

A 13-day Khelo India Zanskar Winter Sport & Youth festival 2021 to begin from 18th January. The                 
Ladakh UT administration is promoting far-flung and snowbound Zanskar as a winter tourism             
destination. A 13-day Khelo India Zanskar Winter Sport & Youth festival 2021 to begin from 18th                
January. 
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Khelo India 1st Zanskar Winter Sports Festival begins in Ladakh 

Khelo India 1st Zanskar Winter Sports Festival began in Ladakh. Engaging the Youth and opening               
new vistas of tourism in Zanskar are the main aims of the festival. On 21st January Union Youth                  
Affairs & Sports Minister Kirren Rijiju will be inaugurating the Zanskar Winter festival. A series of                
snow based activities are scheduled for next 13 days in the Snow bound, picturesque remote               
Zanskar. 

Team India creates history; clinches test series against Australia 2-1 

India created history by defeating Australia by three wickets in the fourth and final Test at the Gabba                  
in Brisbane and retained the Border-Gavaskar Trophy. India successfully chased the 328-run target             
to seal the four-match series 2-1. 

ITBP wins National Ice Hockey Championship 2021 in Gulmarg 

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has won the 10th National Ice Hockey Championship trophy,              
by defeating team Ladakh with the score line (goals) 5-1. The National Ice Hockey Championship               
was organised by the Ice Hockey Association of India (IHAI), from 16 to 22 January, 2021 at Gulmarg                  
Ice Rink, in Jammu and Kashmir (UT). Eight teams took part in the championship, which took place                 
at an altitude of 8,694 feet where the temperature is below freezing point (Minus 1 degree). 

 

RANKING & INDEX 

 

Bengaluru world's fastest-growing tech hub, London 2nd, Mumbai at 6th position 

Bengaluru, the IT capital of India with around 10 million populations, has emerged as the world's                
fastest-growing mature tech ecosystem since 2016, followed by the European cities of London,             
Munich, Berlin and Paris. As per the new research released in London, investment in Bengaluru grew                
5.4 times from $1.3 billion in 2016 to $7.2 billion in 2020. Investment Mumbai grew 1.7 times from                  
$0.7 billion to $1.2 billion in the same period. 

India's rank slips to 86th in corruption perception index 2020 

India's rank has slipped six places to 86th among 180 countries in a corruption perception index                
(CPI) in 2020. 

India Ranks 7th in Global Climate Risk Index 2021 of Germanwatch; Mozambique Tops 

India has been placed among the top 10 most affected countries by climate change, in the Global                 
Climate Risk Index 2021 published by the Bonn-based environmental think tank Germanwatch. India             
ranked as the seventh worst-hit country in terms of climate change in 2019. The Global Climate Risk                 
Index 2021 is the 16th edition of the annual report. 
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OBITUARY 

 

Former Maharashtra Minister Vilas Patil Undalkar passes away 

Former Maharashtra cabinet minister and seven-time Congress MLA Vilas Patil Undalkar has passed             
away. The veteran Congressman, Undalkar, who was popularly known as ‘kaka’, was elected seven              
times from Karad-South Assembly constituency for a record 35 consecutive years, from 1980 to              
2014. Undalkar held the Cooperation and Law and Justice portfolios in the State Cabinets during the                
previous Congress-led state governments. 

World Cup winning hockey player Michael Kindo passes away 

Olympic bronze and World Cup-winning hockey player Michael Kindo passed away. He played 3              
Men’s Hockey World Cup in 1971,1973 & 1975 where India bagged bronze, silver & gold medals. He                 
also represented in the 1972 Olympic Games where India secured a bronze medal. Kindo received               
the Arjuna Award in 1972. 

Satya Paul, designer who created the ‘contemporary’ sari passed away 

Fashion designer Satya Paul, founder of the iconic eponymous clothing brand, died in Coimbatore in               
Tamil Nadu on 7 January. He was 79. Satya Paul, founder of the iconic eponymous clothing brand,                 
created sari in bold patterns and colours that broke away from the traditional aesthetic. 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s niece Chitra Ghosh passes away 

Chitra Ghosh, the youngest daughter of Sarat Chandra Bose and niece of Netaji Subhas Chandra               
Bose, passed away. Professor Chitra Ghosh made pioneering contributions to academics and            
community service. 

Former Gujarat Chief Minister Madhavsinh Solanki passed away 

Former Gujarat Chief Minister Madhavsinh Solanki passed away. He was 94. A veteran Congress              
leader and the former External Affairs Minister Mr. Solanki had served four terms as Chief Minister of                 
Gujarat. He is the father of Gujarat Congress leader and former Union Minister Bharatsinh Solanki.               
Madhavsinh Solanki served four times as Gujarat Chief Minister. He was elected to Rajya Sabha               
twice and served as External Affairs Minister.  

Former Congress MP B. S. Gnanadesikan passed away 

Former Member of Parliament B. S. Gnanadesikan passed away in Chennai. He was 71. He served                
as Rajya Sabha Member from the Congress Party twice from 2001 to 2013. 
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Padma Shri Awardee and veteran journalist Turlapati Kutumba Rao passed away 

Veteran journalist, writer and Padma Shri awardee Turlapati Kutumba Rao passed away. He was              
89-years old. 

Social Activist and Padma Shri Awardee D Prakash Rao passed away 

Noted social activist and Padma Shri winner, D Prakash Rao has passed away following a brain                
stroke. He was 63. Rao was basically a tea seller based in Cuttack, who spent his entire earning to                   
educate slum children, through the school ‘Asha O Ashwasana’, which he started in 2000. Apart from                
this, Rao was also a well-known blood donor. 

Nominated MLA of BJP in Puducherry, K.G Shankar passed away 

In Puducherry, K.G Shankar, (70) the nominated MLA of the BJP passed away. Shankar was a                
member of the Puducherry Legislative Assembly. 

Legendary Indian classical musician Ustad Ghulam Mustafa Khan passes away 

Legendary Indian classical musician and Padma Vibhushan awardee Ustad Ghulam Mustafa Khan            
died at his residence in Mumbai. He was 89. He was born on March 3, 1931 in Badaun in Uttar                    
Pradesh. He was awarded the Padma Shri in 1991, followed by Padma Bhusan in 2006 and Padma                 
Vibhushan in 2018. In 2003 he was awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi award, the highest Indian                
recognition given to practicing artistes. 

Popular Bhajan singer Narendra Chanchal passed away 

Popular Bhajan singer Narendra Chanchal passed away in New Delhi. He was 80. 

World renowned oncologist Dr V Shanta passed away 

Dr. V. Shanta, the world renowned oncologist passed away due to brief illness in Chennai. She was                 
94. Dr. Shanta is the Chairperson of Adyar Cancer Centre. She joined the hospital in 1955 as a                  
trainee and went on to become the Head of the Institution which expanded far and wide to deal with                   
the deadly disease in a more precise manner. Heading the institute, she was also instrumental in                
opting for international joint ventures to improve the quality of affordable treatment for patients. 

Malayalam actor Unnikrishnan Namboothiri passed away 

Veteran Malayalam actor Unnikrishnan Namboothiri has passed away while contracting COVID-19.           
He was 98. Unnikrishnan made his acting debut in 1996 with Desadanam. However, he became a                
household name among the Malayalam film audience for his performance as a witty grandfather in               
Kalyanaraman (2002). 

Last surviving member of J&K Constituent Assembly Krishan Dev Sethi passes away 

Krishan Dev Sethi, the last surviving member of J&K Constituent Assembly passed away. The 93-               
year old Sethi was a member of the Constituent Assembly which framed the Constitution of the                
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erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir. He also represented the Nowshera Assembly segment of              
Jammu and Kashmir. 

1995 Nobel Chemistry Prize Winner Paul Crutzen passed away 

The Nobel Prize-winning chemist Paul J. Crutzen, has passed away. He was 87. Dr. Crutzen won the                 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1995, jointly with Mario J. Molina and F. Sherwood Rowland, for their                 
work in atmospheric chemistry, particularly concerning the formation and decomposition of ozone. He             
was known for his work on the ozone layer and climate change and for popularizing the term                 
‘Anthropocene’ to describe a proposed new era when human actions have a drastic effect on the                
Earth. 

Veteran Bureaucrat, poet and Hyderabad historian Narendra Luther passed away 

Noted historian, author, poet and retired bureaucrat Narendra Luther has passed. He was 88. A 1955                
batch IAS officer, Luther was closely associated with the history and culture of erstwhile Hyderabad               
state and its rulers. Luther had served in various positions before retiring as the chief secretary of the                  
undivided Andhra Pradesh in 1991. 

Legendary American talk-show host Larry King passed away 

The iconic American radio and television host, and paid spokesman, Larry King, has passed away.               
He was 87. King has quizzed thousands of world leaders, politicians, entertainers, athletes, and              
everyday people for CNN and other news outlets in a career spanning more than six decades. He                 
rose to fame in 1978 as a radio host of The Larry King Show and then hosted Larry King Live on                     
CNN for about 25 years from 1985 to 2010. 
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