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Weekly Current Affairs: 8th to 15th October 2020 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Indian Air Force Day is celebrated on October 8 

October 8 is celebrated as the Indian Air Force day. On this day in the year 1932, the force had                    
participated in many wars and missions. Hence the day is celebrated as the anniversary. Every year                
IAF plans the day in advance. In 2020, according to the Indian Air Force Modernization Plan of 2020:                  
Challenges for Regional Air Forces will be defining its vision in the wake of the ‘Arun Singh Task                  
Force on Management of Defence’. 

World Post Day or World Post Office Day is celebrated on 9 October 

World Post Day is celebrated each year on October 9 as the anniversary of the Universal Postal                 
Union in 1874 in the Swiss Capital, Bern. In 1969, the UPU Congress held in Tokyo declared the day                   
as World Post Day. Since then, countries across the world would include in the annual celebrations. 

World Mental Health Day (Second Saturday of October) is celebrated on 10 October 

October 10 is the second Saturday of 2020 and will be celebrated as the World Mental Health Day.                  
The objective of this day is to spread awareness about mental health issues and taking efforts in                 
supporting those. It also emphasizes what more needs to be done to make sure that talking about                 
mental health does not remain a taboo in society. 

International Day of the Girl Child is observed on 11 October 

October 11 has been marked as the International Day of the Girl Child. The day highlights and                 
addresses the women empowerment and the needs and challenges that girls face including the              
fulfilment of their rights. International Day of the Girl Child is being celebrated across the districts of                 
Nagaland, under this year’s theme, "My voice, our equal future". 

World Calamity Control Day (UN) or UN International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction is              
observed on October 13 

The International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction is globally observed on October 13. The United               
Nations’ (UN) International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction is marked to raise the profile of               
disaster risk reduction. 

National Philately Day is observed on October 13 
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The National Philately Day is being celebrated on 13 October throughout the country. The Philately is                
the study of postage stamps and postal history. The day also marks the collection, appreciation and                
research activities on stamps and other philatelic products. 

World Standards Day is observed on October 14 

One of the special days in October is 14, the members of IEC, ISO and ITU of the International                   
Standards Association celebrate World Standards Day. They pay tribute to the collaborative efforts of              
the thousands of experts worldwide. These experts here have to develop the voluntary technical              
agreements that are published as International Standards. 

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day is observed on October 15 

The day was established in 2002 in the United States and Canada on October 15 in order to honour,                   
celebrate, and remember babies who have passed away due to miscarriage, stillbirth, neonatal             
death, and other causes of infant loss. 

Global Handwashing Day is observed on October 15 

October 15 is Global Handwashing Day. The day is dedicated to increasing awareness about              
hygiene. The day is to make people understand the importance of handwashing with soap as an                
effective and affordable way to prevent diseases and save lives. Handwashing has always been one               
of the most effective ways of keeping diseases at bay and is also one of the key cornerstones of                   
COVID-19 prevention. 

World White Cane Day is observed on October 15 

The National Federation of the Blind celebrates White Cane Awareness Day every year on October               
15. According to the NFB President Mark A. Riccobono, White Cane Awareness Day is a way of                 
emphasizing the critical role that the white cane plays in living the lives we want and informing the                  
public about its true significance. 

World Students’ Day is observed on October 15 

World Students’ Day is a celebration of diversity, multiculturalism and cooperation among students             
across the world. Students display and celebrate their acts of social responsibility and have              
gatherings on campus. The theme of this year's celebration is Learning for people, planet,              
prosperity and peace. 

International Day of Rural Women is observed on October 15 

International Day of Rural Women is observed on October 15. The Day recognizes the critical role                
and contribution of rural women, including indigenous women, in enhancing agricultural and rural             
development, improving food security and eradicating rural poverty. 
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 STATE NEWS 

 

Uttar Pradesh CM inaugurates INOX oxygen plant in Modi Nagar 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurated INOX oxygen plant at Modi Nagar in              
Ghaziabad through Video conferencing. The inauguration of the oxygen plant, which has a capacity              
of 150 Tonnes per Day, coincided with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's call for Jan Andolan for                
creating awareness regarding Covid-19. The MoU for this plant was signed in 2018 in presence of                
PM Narendra Modi during investor's summit in 2018. 

Maharashtra becomes first state to cap prices of masks 

In Maharashtra, the committee appointed to control the price of masks and sanitizers, has submitted               
a report to the State Government. Health Minister Rajesh Tope said that the process of deciding on                 
the price fixed by the committee is in the final stage. 

Delhi Cabinet approves installation of ₹20-cr 'smog tower' in Connaught Place 

To curb the menace of air pollution, Delhi government has decided to set-up a ₹20-crore 'smog tower'                 
in Connaught Place, announced by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. This tower will be in addition to the                 
Central government's smog tower coming up in Anand Vihar. 

Goa becomes first ‘Har Ghar Jal’ state in country 

Goa has become the first Har Ghar Jal State in the country by providing tap water connection to                  
every rural household. The state has provided tap water connection to two lakh 30 thousand rural                
households. North Goa with one lakh 65 thousand rural households and South Goa with 98 thousand                
rural households in 191 Gram Panchayats are fully saturated with assured piped water supply              
through tap connections. 

LG Manoj Sinha inaugurates Kisan Kendra & Agriculture Mall in Jammu 

In Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha inaugurated Bawa Jitto Kisan Kendra and              
Agriculture Mall at Talab Tillo in Jammu. The LG said that this much awaited infrastructure would                
serve the farming community by providing them a point to meet and get trained on latest techniques                 
and technologies used in Agriculture. He also informed that all the farmers have been linked with PM                 
KISAN initiative irrespective of their land holdings. 

Pune airport will remain shut during night for one year 

The flight operations at the Pune airport will remain shut during night for a year due to recarpeting                  
work of the runway. "The recarpeting work of the runway is going to start from October 26 and will be                    
on for around one year. Since the work is planned during the night time, the runway will be shut for                    
flight operations between 8 pm and 8 am. Pune airport will remain shut during night for a year due to                    
recarpeting work of the runway. 
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ADB approves 300 million US dollar loan to finance water supply, sanitation infrastructure in              
Rajasthan 

India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a 300 million US dollar loan to finance inclusive                 
and sustainable water supply and sanitation infrastructure and services in 14 secondary towns of the               
state of Rajasthan. The signatories to the Rajasthan Secondary Towns Development Sector Project             
were Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Finance and Takeo Konishi,              
Country Director of ADB’s India Resident Mission. 

Kerala introduces high-tech digital classrooms in all its public schools 

Kerala, the highly literate state, is pioneering digital classroom technology. And it is introducing              
high-tech classrooms in all its public schools. Kerala Infrastructure and Technology for Education             
(KITE) has implemented the project which comes under the general education department. Over 3.74              
lakh digital equipments were distributed in 16,027 schools for the smart classroom project.Apart from              
KIIFB fund, the asset development funds of public representatives and local government funds were              
also utilized for the project. 

Union Cabinet okays ₹520 cr package under NRLM for Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh 

The BJP-led National Democratic Alliance government will extend its National Rural Livelihoods            
Mission (NRLM) aimed at increasing household incomes in rural areas to the two newly created               
Union territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. The programme, aimed at women, will ensure               
they get better access to credit facilities. 

“SAKHI” One-Stop Service Centre for women inaugurated in Ramban district of Jammu and             
Kashmir 

“SAKHI” One-Stop Service Centre for women in Ramban district. The Ministry has been             
implementing a scheme for setting up One Stop Centres since April 2015 to support women affected                
by violence. The scheme aims to facilitate access to an integrated range of services including               
medical aid, police assistance and legal aid or case management, psycho-social counselling and             
temporary support services to women affected by violence. Under the scheme, it has been envisaged               
that One Stop Centre would be set up across the country at district level in a phased manner. 

Maharashtra govt to probe Jalyukt Shivar water conservation scheme 

Maharashtra government will probe the Jalyukt Shivar water conservation scheme launched by the             
Devendra Fadnavis- led government. The "Jalyukt Shivar Abhiyaan", launched with the objective of             
making Maharashtra a drought-free state by 2019; involved deepening and widening of streams,             
construction of cement and earthen stop dams besides digging of farm ponds. 

Gujarat govt announces setting up of world’s biggest Zinc Smelter project in Dosawada in              
Tapi district 

Gujarat government has announced the setting up of the world’s biggest Zinc Smelter project in               
Dosawada in Tapi district. The Memorandum of Understanding for this project was signed with              
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Vedanta Group. The proposed 300 KTPA production capacity project would provide big employment             
opportunities to the local youths in this tribal area. The first phase of the proposed plant will be                  
operational in 36 months. The project with the investment of Rs.10 thousand crore will also have a                 
State-of-the-art Research and Development Centre. 

MP Police begins initiative to connect Banchhara, Kanjar communities with mainstream           
society 

Madhya Pradesh police have started an initiative to connect Banchhara and Kanjar community with              
the mainstream of the society. These communities are known for their criminal activities. This is the                
first of its kind of attempt in Madhya Pradesh. Ratlam SP Gaurav Tiwari informed that the youth of                  
these communities are getting free training and employment in private companies. Efforts are also              
being made to provide them opportunities in police recruitment. 

UP govt decides to set up women help desk in every police station of state 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has ordered to establish women help desks in each and                
every police station of the state. The Chief Minister gave the instruction in a meeting with senior                 
government officials and asked them to prioritize and ensure the women's security in the state. 

Kerala CM inaugurates operations of 1st phase of IIAV at Thonakkal, Thiruvananthapuram 

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the operations of the first phase of International              
Institute of Advanced Virology at the life sciences park at Thonakkal, Thiruvananthapuram through             
video conference. He lauded the efforts of the robust public health system within the state for                
containing pandemics like Nipah and covid to a great extent. 

J&K Govt inks MoU with Flipkart to provide platform for local artisans, craftsmen, weavers to               
reach customers worldwide 

In a significant step to promote the rural economy and to boost the sale of genuine products of                  
Jammu & Kashmir, the JK Government signed an historic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with              
online store Flipkart to provide a platform for local artisans, craftsmen, weavers to reach customers               
across the globe. 

Delhi CM launches campaign ‘Red light on, Gaadi off’ to tackle air pollution 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal launched a campaign Red light on, Gaadi off to tackle air                
pollution in the national capital. Mr Kejriwal said that there are one crore vehicles registered in the                 
city. He urged people to switch off their vehicles, while waiting on a traffic signal. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 

Smriti Irani launches first ever Brand & Logo for Indian Cotton on 2nd World Cotton Day 

Minister of Textiles Smriti Irani launched the first ever Brand and Logo for Indian Cotton on Second                 
World Cotton Day through video conferencing. Now India’s premium cotton would be known as              
‘Kasturi Cotton’ in the world cotton trade. The Kasturi Cotton brand will represent Whiteness,              
Brightness, Softness, Purity, Luster, Uniqueness and Indianness. 

Oil India begins exploration for oil and gas in Andaman sea 

Oil India Ltd, the nation's second-biggest state-owned oil producer, on Thursday said it has started               
exploring for oil and gas in the Andaman sea. OIL said it has begun acquiring seismic data on the                   
shallow water blocks AN-OSHP-2018/1 and AN-OSHP-2018/2, which the company had won in the             
third round of open acreage licensing policy. 

PM Modi launches ‘Jan Andolan’ campaign on COVID-19 Appropriate Behaviour 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today launched a campaign by way of a Tweet on Jan Andolan for                 
COVID-19 Appropriate Behaviour in view of the upcoming festivals and winter season as well as the                
opening up of the economy. He urged the people to always remember to wear a mask, wash hands,                  
follow social distancing and practice ‘Do Gaz Ki Doori.’ Actor Amitabh Bachchan has also appealed               
to the people to follow the government guidelines to fight Covid 19. 

PM Modi set to launch distribution of property cards under SVAMITVA scheme 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch this weekend the physical distribution of property cards              
under the SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages Abadi and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village              
Areas) scheme that will enable people in rural India to use their property as a financial asset.                 
Property cards will enable people in rural India to use property as a financial asset. After the launch                  
by the Prime Minister, the state governments will physically distribute the cards to people from more                
than 750 villages across six states. 

India to surpass Japan to become the third largest economy by 2050: Lancet 

The Indian economy is set to become the third largest in the world behind China and the US by 2050                    
and retain the same position in 2100, a study published in the medical journal Lancet found by                 
translating the working age population of countries into scenarios for total GDP. 

India to have highest working age population by 2100: Lancet 

India is estimated to have the largest working-age population by 2100, followed by Nigeria, China and                
the US, despite a huge decline in the number of workers, according to a study published in Lancet                  
recently. Global population is expected to peak in 2064 at 9·73 billion and then decline to 8·79 billion                  
in 2100. 
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India Post commences celebration of National Postal Week 

India Post has commenced celebration of National Postal Week from World Post Day. The              
Communications Ministry said, the purpose of World Post Day is to create awareness of the role of                 
the postal sector in people’s and businesses’ everyday lives and its contribution to social and               
economic development. 

PM Modi pays tributes to Bhai Taru Singh on his 300th Birth Anniversary 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tributes to Bhai Taru Singh on his 300th Birth Anniversary.                
Mr Modi said, Bhai Taru Singh's name will always be synonymous with courage and fearlessness.               
Born in 1720 in Amritsar, Bhai Taru Singh was martyred protecting Sikh values. 

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' virtually inaugurates Gyan Circle Ventures 

Union Minister for Education Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' virtually inaugurated the Gyan Circle            
Ventures, a MeitY funded Technology Business Incubator (TBI) of Indian Institute of Information             
Technology, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh through Video Conference. Mr. Pokhriyal said that Innovation            
is the engine that powers the progress of the nation. 

Indian Navy Ships Sahyadri and Kora adjudged as Best Ships in FAF 2020 

Fleet Award Function(FAF), 2020 was organised to mark the successful culmination of the             
Operational Cycle of the Eastern Fleet of the Indian Navy at Visakhapatnam today. This year’s               
edition was hosted by Rear Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, NM Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet,              
and the Chief Guest for the event was Vice Admiral Atul Kumar Jain, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, Flag                 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval Command(ENC). 

Government announces ₹10,000 interest-free festival advance to employees 

The government announced a one-time ₹10,000 interest-free festival advance to all its officers and              
employees as part of plans to increase consumer spending to spur demand in the economy. This                
₹10,000 advance will come as a pre-paid rupay card, which can be availed and spent by March 31,                  
2021. The move aims to increase consumer spending to spur demand in the economy. 

AAI to develop greenfield airport at Hollongi by November 2022 

State-run Airports Authority of India will develop a greenfield airport at Arunachal Pradesh's Hollongi,              
near Itanagar, which is expected to be completed by November 2022. The upcoming airport project is                
expected to cost about ₹650 crore to develop, which includes construction of airport pavements, air               
side work, terminal building, city side works, ATC , Fire station, Medical Centre and other ancillary                
works. 

India among 3 countries having largest share of global TB burden: WHO 

India is one of the three countries bearing the largest share of the global burden of Tuberculosis (TB)                  
cases along with China and the Russian Federation, revealed the Global TB report released by the                
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World Health Organization (WHO). India with Indonesia are also the biggest contributors to the global               
increase in cases in terms of estimated incidence of the disease. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has                
time and again said that India has set a target for complete elimination of TB by 2025, five years                   
ahead of the global target of 2030. 

CHILDLINE 1098 partners with Uber to provide free rides to child care profession 

The CHILDLINE India Foundation (CIF) has partnered with Uber by being provided 30,000 free rides               
to their child care professionals for reaching and attending to children in distress. The CIF said the                 
association, worth over ₹63 lakh, for the period October to December 2020, extends across all 83                
Indian cities where Uber operates. It also includes mobility support to CHILDLINE 1098 personnel in               
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Bengaluru and Chennai, where the CIF operates their contact centres. 

Govt mandates only BSNL, MTNL services in ministries, public departments, CPSUs 

The central government has mandated all ministries, public departments and public sector units to              
use telecom services of state-run Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone             
Nigam Limited (MTNL). The memorandum dated 12 October was issued to all secretaries and              
departments under the Centre following consultation with the finance ministry. 

Union Cabinet approves World Bank supported STARS project 

The Union Cabinet has approved World Bank supported Strengthening Teaching-Learning and           
Results for States -STARS project. The Project seeks to support States in developing, implementing,              
evaluating and improving interventions with direct linkages to improved education outcomes. STARS            
project would be implemented as a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the Department of              
School Education and Literacy. 

Union Health Minister launches 2nd phase of “Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojna” 

Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan today virtually launched the second phase of               
“Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojna” for the underprivileged Thalassemic patients. The Minister said that             
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had introduced the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya            
Yojana for targeted populace. 

Nation pays tribute to Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam on his birth anniversary 

Nation pays tribute to former President Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam on his 89th birth anniversary. Dr                  
Kalam is also known as the Missile Man of India. President Ram Nath Kovind ,Vice President M                 
Venkaiah Naidu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to Dr Kalam. 

Govt bans imports of air conditioners with refrigerants 

With a view to promote domestic manufacturing and cut imports of non essential items, Government               
has banned imports of air conditioners with refrigerants. 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari initiates Asia's longest ZojiLa Tunnel works virtually 
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In Ladakh Union Territory, Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Mr Nitin Gadkari initiated               
Asia's longest ZojiLa Tunnel works virtually, by igniting ceremonial blasts. The tunnel also will have               
all necessary safety features and avalanche protection structures, catch dams, snow galleries and             
deflector dams to give all weather and safe road connectivity. The Rs. 4,430 crore Tunnel will reduce                 
the travel time in the stretch from three and half hours to just 15 minutes. ZojiLa tunnel will be a                    
signature infrastructure in Ladakh region. 

Foreign Secretary inaugurates 1st edition of Lectures designed to introduce India to foreign             
diplomats posted in New Delhi 

The first edition of Lectures designed to introduce India to foreign diplomats posted in New Delhi was                 
inaugurated today by Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla. It has been named as Sushma              
Swaraj Lectures 2020. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

Armenia, Azerbaijan agree on cease-fire in Nagorno-Karabakh 

Russia has co-sponsored peace talks on Nagorno-Karabakh together with the United States and             
France as co-chairs of the so-called Minsk Group. With Russia's mediation, Armenia and Azerbaijan              
agreed to a cease-fire in Nagorno-Karabakh starting Saturday following two weeks of heavy fighting              
that marked the worst outbreak of hostilities in the separatist region in more than a quarter-century. 

India donates 1.8 million N95 masks to Philadelphia city in US 

India has donated 1.8 million N95 masks to Philadelphia, the largest city in the US state of                 
Pennsylvania, to help in its fight against COVID-19, setting another example of a robust Indo-US               
partnership in the health sector. India had also supplied hydroxychloroquine, an anti-malaria drug             
which is seen as a possible cure for COVID-19, to the US at the request of President Donald Trump. 

Japan, Mongolia to cooperate on Free and Open Indo-Pacific 

Foreign ministers of Japan and Mongolia have agreed to cooperate in promoting a Free and Open                
Indo-Pacific. The move is being seen as a step to counter China's growing assertiveness in the                
region. The recent meeting of foreign ministers of QUAD nations - India, United States, Australia and                
Japan held in Tokyo had agreed to seek more countries support for the Free and Open Indo-Pacific. 

Russia invites other BRICS countries to take part in Arctic oil and gas projects 

Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak said he had invited other BRICS countries - Brazil, India,               
China and South Africa - to take part in joint oil and gas projects in the Arctic. He said the recovery on                      
global energy markets would be slow in the wake of the second wave of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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India and France re-elected as the president and co- president of ISA 

India and France were re-elected as the president and co- president respectively of the International               
Solar Alliance (ISA) for a two-year term at its third assembly. Fiji and Nauru chosen as                
vice-presidents for Asia Pacific Region, Mauritius and Niger vice-presidents for Africa Region. 

World Bank approves $12 billion for covid-19 vaccines 

The World Bank had approved $12 billion for developing countries to finance the purchase and               
distribution of Covid-19 vaccines, tests and treatment. The money is part of an overall World Bank                
Group (WBG) package of up to $160 billion through June 2021 designed to help developing countries                
battle the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

India to deliver Kilo Class submarine INS Sindhuvir to Myanmar Navy 

India will be delivering a Kilo Class submarine INS Sindhuvir to Myanmar Navy as part of defence                 
cooperation. This will be the first submarine of the Myanmar Navy. 

India contributes 1 million dollars to UNRWA for Palestine Refugees 

India has contributed one million dollars to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for                
Palestine Refugees in the Near East. This aid will support the Agency's programmes and services,               
including education, health care, relief and social services. 

 

BANKING & FINANCE 

 

Suryoday Small Finance Bank disburses its first loan under PM SVA Nidhi scheme 

Suryoday Small Finance Bank (SSFB), one of the fastest-growing small finance banks today             
announced disbursement of its first loan under the PMs SVA Nidhi scheme. The loan of ₹10,000 as                 
mandated in the scheme was disbursed to “Mrs. Asha Ashok Valmiki, “ a vegetable vendor “. The                 
Bank ensured that the complete process of sanctioning the loan and withdrawal was digital and               
hassle-free. 

RTGS facility to be available round the clock from December 

RBI governor Shaktikanta Das said that the RTGS system of fund transfer will be available               
round-the-clock from December. Under RTGS, the minimum transfer amount is ₹2 lakh and the              
facility is available only during working hours of banks. 

RBI announces monetary policy; No changes in Interest rate & Reverse Repo rate 

The Reserve Bank of India in its bi-monthly Monetary Policy statement issued has maintained a               
status quo keeping the key interest rates unchanged. The reverse repo rate remains unchanged at               
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3.35 per cent, the repo rate at four per cent. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das proposed that the RTGS                  
system for real time fund transfer to become 24X7 from December 2020. 

PM Modi releases Rs 100 commemorative coin in honour of Vijaya Raje Scindia 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a commemorative 100 rupee coin in the honour of Vijaya               
Raje Scindia. One of the founder members of BJP, Vijaya Raje Scindia is also popularly known as                 
the Rajmata of Gwalior. 

Magicbricks to offer home loan services, ties up with SBI, HDFC and 11 other lenders 

Magicbricks, the popular real estate portal, on Wednesday said that it has entered into home loan                
services ahead of the festive season. "To enable home buyers to avail medium to long term loans to                  
finance their dream home", Magicbricks has tied up with 13 leading lenders in the country. Customer                
can get a home loan from banks including SBI, PNB HFL, HDFC LTD, ICICI Bank, Bank Of Baroda,                  
Cholamandalam, Hero Fincorp, Sundaram Home Finance LTD, L&T Housing Finance LTD, IIFL,            
IDFC First, Bajaj Finserv and Federal Bank on Magicbricks’ platform. 

RBI launches latest round of quarterly survey of manufacturing sector 

The Reserve Bank of India launched the latest round of its quarterly Order Books, Inventories and                
Capacity Utilisation Survey (OBICUS) of the manufacturing sector which will provide valuable inputs             
for monetary policy formulation. The survey (Round 51) is for the reference period July-September              
2020 (Q2:2020-21). The RBI has been conducting the OBICUS of the manufacturing sector on a               
quarterly basis since 2008. 

Fincare Small Finance Bank disburses first loan under PM SVANidhi Scheme 

Fincare Small Finance Bank (FSFB) today disbursed its first loan under Prime Minister Street              
Vendor’s Atmanirbhar Nidhi Scheme (PM SVANidhi). The scheme is aimed towards empowering and             
enabling the street vendors. The loan of ₹10,000 was disbursed to Lakshmamma, a coconut seller in                
Bellandur, Bangalore. The Bank with the help of its digital initiatives was able to ensure that the total                  
cycle of sanctioning the loan and withdrawal was hassle free. 

PM Modi to release commemorative coin of ₹75 denomination to mark FAO's 75th anniversary 

To mark the long-standing relation of India with the Food and Agriculture Organisation, Prime              
Minister Narendra Modi will release a commemorative coin of ₹75 denomination on the occasion of               
75th Anniversary of FAO on 16 October. PM Modi will also dedicate to the nation 17 recently                 
developed biofortified varieties of eight crops. 

Paytm launches same-day bank settlement for businesses 

Paytm has launched a same-day settlement facility for all kinds of fund transfers on its payment                
gateway. This will help business partners to settle money transfers anytime in their bank account on                
the same day of receiving payment, without waiting for the next day. 
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY 

 

BMRCL inks MoUs with corporate companies to develop upcoming metro stations under CSR             
funds 

Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited has signed MoUs with the corporate companies to develop              
upcoming metro stations under their CSR funds. The proposed metro line between Electronic city              
and Bangalore International airport will now get CSR funds for the development and maintenance of               
metro stations. Infosys foundation has come forward to pay Rs. 200 crore for the construction of                
Konappana Agrahara metro station near the Electronic city. 

Chingari partners with NH Studioz to launch new ‘Multiplex’ service 

Indian short-videos sharing platform, Chingari announced collaboration with content house NH           
Studioz to distribute Indian cinema around the globe. With this new collaboration, Chingari also              
announced the launch of movies. These movies will be launched on October 11, 2020, as a tribute to                  
Amitabh Bacchan. The platform will be screening his blockbuster movies. 

World GDP to drop 4.4% in 2020, rise 5.2% 2021: IMF 

Global growth will collapse 4.4% this year, less than previously expected, the IMF said Tuesday,               
though the outlook is beset by uncertainty amid the ongoing pandemic. Massive injections of              
government aid kept economies from plunging further. China will see its economy expand by 1.9               
percent. 

PhonePe launches car, bike insurance plans 

After taking a crack at health insurance, Flipkart-owned payments company PhonePe has now added              
car and bike insurance to its product portfolio in association with Bajaj Allianz General Insurance.               
Two-wheeler insurance on PhonePe starts at ₹482, while car insurance at ₹2,072. PhonePe users              
can buy car and bike insurance from the newly added Motor Insurance page under              
Insurance->MyMoney. The company claims users can buy plans within 2 minutes. After the payment              
has been made, policy documents can be accessed instantly on the app. 

CCEA approves demerger of Nagarnar Steel Plant from NMDC Limited 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its in-principle approval to the demerger of               
Nagarnar Steel Plant (NSP) from National Minerals Development Corporation (NMDC) Limited and            
strategic disinvestment of the demerged company (NSP) by selling entire Government of India stake              
in it to a strategic buyer. 

PepsiCo to set up greenfield potato chips production unit in UP 

The multi-national food and beverage major PepsiCo is setting up a greenfield potato chips              
production unit in Uttar Pradesh with an investment of Rs. 814 crore. The unit is being set up in Kosi -                     
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Mathura on 35 acres of land provided by UP State Industrial Development Authority (UPSIDA). This               
is the first time that PepsiCo is setting up a greenfield project in the state itself. 

 

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS  

 

Nobel Peace Prize 2020 awarded to World Food Programme 

The Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 has been awarded to the Nobel Peace Prize 2020 awarded to the                  
World Food Programme (WFP). The Norwegian Nobel Committee announced the winner for this             
year's peace prize on Friday at 11:00 am (0900 GMT) at the Nobel Institute in Oslo. 

Nobel Prize in Economics goes to Paul R Milgrom and Robert B Wilson for improvements to                
auction theory 

The 2020 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences has been awarded to Paul R. Milgrom and Robert B.                 
Wilson “for improvements to auction theory and inventions of new auction formats." This year’s              
Economic Science Laureates, Paul Milgrom and Robert Wilson, have not just clarified how auctions              
work and why bidders behave in a certain way, but used their theoretical discoveries to invent entirely                 
new auction formats for the sale of goods and services. 

 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

 

Maharashtra govt appoints Jai Jeet Singh as new ATS chief 

Maharashtra government has appointed Additional Director General of Police Jai Jeet Singh as chief              
of the state's Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS). Mr. Singh, currently posted as ADG, Anti-Corruption             
Bureau (ACB), will now head the ATS. The 1990-batch IPS officer will succeed Deven Bharti who has                 
been transferred as ADG, State Security Corporation. 

Chaitanya Venkateswaran becomes British High Commissioner for a day 

Chaitanya Venkateswaran an 18-year-old woman from the national capital experienced this when            
she held the post for a day and had the unique opportunity to spend as the UK's senior-most                  
diplomat in India under the mission's initiative aimed at empowering and highlighting the challenges              
faced by women across the world. The British High Commission has been organising the 'High               
Commissioner for a Day' competition annually since 2017, inviting young Indian women aged 18 to               
23 years to take over as their most senior diplomat. 

Joe Kuruvilla appointed as CEO of Raymond Lifestyle 
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Textile firm Raymond said it has appointed Joe Kuruvilla as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of                
Raymond Lifestyle. Raymond Lifestyle is the flagship division of the company which includes branded              
textile and apparel business including brands like Park Avenue, Colour Plus, Parx, ethnix and Khadi. 

Facebook India appoints Sunil Abraham as Public Policy Director for Data and Emerging Tech 

Facebook India appointed Sunil Abraham as the Public Policy Director for Data and Emerging Tech               
to lead and shape the company's stance on tech policy issues in India. Sunil Abraham will report to                  
Facebook India Public Policy Director Ankhi Das, and will be responsible for building partnerships              
and engagements with key stakeholders in the public policy area of data privacy, consumer              
protection, and AI-led innovation for new products and services. 

Vodafone Idea CTO Vishant Vora resigns 

Vodafone Idea's Chief Technology Officer (CTO) Vishant Vora has resigned. Vora has decided to              
return home to the US, the company said in an e-mail response to a specific query. 

NTPC CMD Gurdeep Singh's term extended till July 2025 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has extended the tenure of state run NTPC Ltd                
chairman and managing director, Gurdeep Singh till 31 July 2025, making him one of the longest                
serving chief at India’s largest power generation utility, said two people aware of the development. 

 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

India successfully test-fires anti-radar missile Rudram 1 

India successfully tested Rudram 1, a tactical anti-radiation missile that the Indian Air Force (IAF) can                
fire from its Sukhoi-30MKI fighter jets to take down enemy radars and surveillance systems. The               
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed the new-generation          
weapon. It was tested at the interim test range Balasore, off the coast of Odisha in the Bay of Bengal. 

NIT Tiruchirappalli signs MoU with C-DAC Pune for installing state of art supercomputer 

National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli has signed a MoU with Centre for Development of              
Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Pune for installing a state of the art supercomputer in the process of                
becoming part of the National SuperComputing Mission of the Government of India. Dr. Mini Shaji               
Thomas, Director, NIT, Trichy and Dr. Hemant Darbari, Director General, C - DAC signed the MoU. 

Smitch launches IoT security solutions on Flipkart 
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Smitch, one of India’s leading consumer IoT brands, today announced the launch of their two               
new-age Wi-Fi enabled security cameras on Flipkart. The smart security cameras with infrared night              
vision, motion detection, and two-way communication, along with many innovative features are the             
latest addition to the vast range of smart home tech offerings available from Smitch. 

General Electric targets carbon neutrality for its own operations by 2030 

General Electric Co. aims to be carbon-neutral at its more than 1,000 factories and other facilities                
worldwide by 2030, leaving aside emissions from the fossil-fuel burning products that have defined              
much of the company’s recent history. 

Fever FM launches progressive web app 

Fever FM network recently launched its Progressive Web App – Fevernetwork.FM - a             
clutter-breaking strategic initiative to further strengthen their digital first approach to business. Fever             
Network is the first radio brand to come up with a progressive web page which will urge the listener to                    
interact digitally too. 

 

SPORTS 

 

Nihal Sarin emerges winner in Chess.com's 2020 Junior Speed Online Championship 

In Chess, Young Indian player Nihal Sarin emerged winner in the Chess.com's 2020 Junior Speed               
Online Championship in Chennai, beating Russia's world junior No. 6 Alexey Sarana 18-7 in the final.                
The title win earned the 16-year old Sarin 8,766 US Dollars and enabled him to qualify for the 2020                   
Speed Chess Championship Final which will feature the world's best players. 

Rafael Nadal beats Novak Djokovic to win his 13th French Open Men's Singles title 

In Tennis, Rafael Nadal beat Novak Djokovic 6-0, 6-2, 7-5 to win his 13th French Open and equal                  
Roger Federer's all-time record of 20 Grand Slam titles last night. For world number one Djokovic, the                 
defeat ended his hopes of an 18th Slam and of becoming the first man since Rod Laver in 1969 to                    
win all four majors twice. 

Polish teenager Iga Swiatek becomes the new French Open Champion 

In Tennis, Polish teenager Iga Swiatek has become the new French Open Champion. She beat the                
American Australian Open winner Sofia Kenin in the Women Singles final by 6-4, 6-1. The               
19-year-old Swiatek will earn $1,900,000 for the incredible achievement and moves to 17th position              
in the world ranking. 
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OBITUARY 

 

Former CBI director Ashwani Kumar passed away 

Former Governor of Manipur and Nagaland and ex-Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) Director             
Ashwani Kumar was found dead at his residence in Shimla. Kumar, who joined the Indian Police                
Service in 1973, took over the reins of the office of the Director-General of Police (DGP) of the                  
Himachal Pradesh in August 2006. After two years, Kumar was appointed to the sensitive post of CBI                 
Director. He was sworn-in as the Governor of Nagaland on March 21, 2013 and as Governor of                 
Manipur on July 29, 2013. 

 
Union Minister Ram Vilas Paswan passed away 
Union minister Ram Vilas Paswan passed away in New Delhi. He was 74. The Lok Janshakti Party 
founder and Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution had recently undergone a 
heart operation at a private hospital. He was elected to Lok Sabha eight times and also held the 
record of winning his constituency, Hajipur, with the highest margin for several years. 
 

Nagaland Environment Minister C M Chang passed away 

Nagaland Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Justice and Law C.M. Chang              
passed away today at Naga Hospital Authority, Kohima. He was 77. State Health officials confirmed               
that Chang died of COVID-19. He was the sitting MLA of NDPP from 51-Noksen Assembly               
Constituency. 

Former Indian football captain Carlton Chapman passed away 

Former Indian football captain Carlton Chapman passed away due to a heart attack in Bengaluru. He                
was 49 years old. Chapman was a formidable force along with Bhaichung Bhutia and IM Vijayan in                 
the 1990s. He won 14 titles, including the first edition of National Football League along with I M                  
Vijayan and Bhaichung Bhutia. Featuring alongside I M Vijayan, Jo Paul and Raman Vijayan at FC                
Kochi, Chapman went on to win the 1997 South Asian Football Federation Gold. Trained in Tata                
Football Academy, Chapman joined East Bengal in 1993. 

Bihar minister Vinod Kumar Singh passed away 

Bihar’s backward and extremely backward classes welfare minister and BJP leader Vinod Kumar             
Singh, who was undergoing treatment following brain haemorrhage for over a month at Medanta              
Hospital in Delhi. He was 54. The BJP has fielded his wife Nisha Singh on Pranpur seat in the                   
forthcoming Bihar elections. 

Renowned Kuchipudi exponent Sobha Naidu passed away 
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Renowned Kuchipudi exponent Sobha Naidu, a recipient of Padma Shri and numerous other awards,              
passed away. Naidu, who was in her sixties, was undergoing treatment at a private hospital. Andhra                
Pradesh Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan and Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy            
expressed grief and sadness. 

‘Nightingale of Gujarat’ Kaumudi Munshi passed away 

Legendary singer Kaumudi Munshi, known as the ‘Nightingale of Gujarat’ passed away. She was 91.               
Rich tributes were paid to her from various parts of the country. 

Renowned Malayalam poet Akkitham Achuthan Namboothiri passed away 

Renowned Malayalam poet and Jnanpith laureate Mahakavi Akkitham Achuthan Namboothiri passed           
away at a private hospital in Thrissur in Kerala. The 94 year old poet, was admitted to hospital due to                    
age related ailments. 

India's first Oscar winner Costume designer Bhanu Athaiya passes away 

India's first Oscar winner Costume designer Bhanu Athaiya died at her home in Mumbai after               
prolonged illness. She was 91. Athaiya, who won an Oscar for her work in the 1983 epic film                  
“Gandhi”, passed away peacefully in her sleep. In a career of more than five decades, Athaiya won                 
two National Awards -- for Gulzar's mystery drama "Lekin" (1990) and the period film "Lagaan"               
directed by Ashutosh Gowariker (2001). 
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