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Weekly Current Affairs: 1st to 7th October 2020 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

International Day of the Older Persons is observed on October 1 

One of the important days in October is the International Day of Older Persons is celebrated to                 
acknowledge and appreciate contributions made by older people in society. The United Nations             
General Assembly was selected on October 1 as the International Day of Older Persons on 14                
December 1990. 

International Coffee Day is observed on October 1 

October 1 also celebrates one of the most popular beverages in the world – coffee is celebrated by                  
stating the day as International Coffee Day. This year in 2020, the International Coffee Organisation               
(ICO) is calling on coffee lovers around the world to pledge their support for a fair, living income for                   
coffee farmers. 

World Vegetarian Day is observed on October 1 

October 1 is celebrated as the World Vegetarian Day. It is celebrated to highlight the advantages of                 
being vegetarian and to show the meatless life can also be a very delicious life. 

Gandhi Jayanti is observed on 2 October 

October 2 is one of the most important days in India. The day is celebrated as Gandhi Jayanti and is                    
a national holiday. It is the day when Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, fondly known as Mahatma               
Gandhi was born. A grateful nation is paying homage to Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi on                 
his 151st Birth Anniversary today. A series of activities are being organized across the country and                
also around the Globe. Many virtual events are being held in view of COVID-19 pandemic. 

German Unity Day (First Saturday of October) 

Another one of the most important days in October is German Unity Day. In the year 1990, the                  
Federal Republic of Germany and the Democratic Republic of Germany united to create one single               
federal in Germany. In the memory of this day, October 3 is celebrated as German Unity Day. 

World Animal Welfare Day is celebrated on 4 October 
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October 4 is celebrated as World Animal Welfare Day. For the celebration of this day unites the                 
animal welfare movement, mobilising it into a global force to make the world a better place for all                  
animals. 

World Teacher’s Day is observed on October 5 

October 5 is celebrated in order to show appreciation towards teachers. The day is observed globally                
but is not a public holiday is not declared. In 1994, World Teacher’s Day was celebrated for the first                   
time. 

World Habitat Day is observed on October 5 

The United Nations designated the first Monday of October of every year as World Habitat Day to                 
reflect on the state of our towns and cities, and on the basic right of all to adequate shelter. The Day                     
is also intended to remind the world that we all have the power and the responsibility to shape the                   
future of our cities and towns. 2020 Theme: Housing For All — A Better Urban Future. 

 

 STATE NEWS 

 

UP becomes first state in country to undertake over one crore tests to screen Coronavirus 

Uttar Pradesh has achieved another landmark in testing of COVID samples by becoming the first               
state in the country to undertake over one crore tests to screen Coronavirus. Chief Minister Yogi                
Adityanath termed it a great achievement and said that the government has conducted 1.5 lakh tests                
per day for the past 45 days. 

Inter-faith prayer held at Gandhi Smriti in New Delhi 

An interfaith prayer meeting was held at Gandhi Smriti in New Delhi this evening on the occasion of                  
the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid floral tributes at              
Mahatma Gandhi's memorial to offer his respects. 

Ahmedabad's Sabarmati Central Jail launches ‘Radio Prison’ on 151st Birth Anniversary of            
Father of the Nation 

Sabarmati Central Jail in Ahmedabad has launched ‘Radio Prison’ on the occasion of the 151st Birth                
Anniversary of the Father of the Nation. The Radio Prison- will offer educational, legal and health                
related details to prisoners within the jail premises. Radio Prision is a unique initiative of Sabarmati                
Central Jail, which was inaugurated by Addition DGP (Prison) K.L.N. Rao. 

On World Postcard Day, picture postcard named "Jau Kandhei" released on theme            
'Traditional Toys of India' 
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On the occasion of World Postcard Day today, the Chief Postmaster General, Odisha Circle, has               
released a picture postcard named "Jau Kandhei" on the theme of 'Traditional Toys of India'. 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal to launch mega anti-air pollution campaign 

Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai said Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal will launch a mega anti-air               
pollution campaign on Monday following a meeting with departments concerned. Chief Minister            
Arvind Kejriwal will launch a mega anti-air pollution campaign after a meeting with officials from               
departments of environment, transport, development, PWD, Delhi Development Authority, Delhi Jal           
Board, traffic police and municipal corporations. 

NABARD launches sanitation literacy campaign in Karnataka 

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development, NABARD regional office in Karnataka            
launched the Sanitation Literacy Campaign to promote literacy on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene,             
(WASH) under Swach Bharath Mission. Inaugurating the campaign in Bengaluru on the occasion of              
Gandhi Jayanti. NABARD Chief General Manager, Niraj Kumar Verma said, there is a need for               
continuous awareness creation to sustain behavioural change among the rural masses for good             
hygiene and sanitation. 

Finance Ministry grants additional borrowing permission to UP, Andhra Pradesh 

Union Finance Ministry has granted additional borrowing permission to Uttar Pradesh and Andhra             
Pradesh for successfully undertaking reforms in the Public Distribution System (PDS) and Ease of              
Doing Business. This will make an additional amount of seven thousand 376 crore rupees available               
to these states. 

'Corona Intensive Community Survey Campaign' underway in Chhattisgarh 

In Chhattisgarh, "Corona Intensive Community Survey Campaign" is going on. Under this campaign,             
a door-to-door survey is being conducted to identify patients with symptoms of corona infection in               
rural and urban areas of the state by October 12. The objective of this campaign is to identify Corona                   
patients as soon as possible by conducting intensive community surveys in urban and rural areas.               
Through this campaign, the state government is trying to break the chain of corona infection by                
isolating corona patients. 

 

Gujarat govt announces Digital Seva Setu Programme for rural areas 

Gujarat Government has announced Digital Seva Setu Programme for the rural areas. Under this              
programme, the citizens will be able to get benefit from various public welfare services at the                
Panchayat level. The villages of Gujarat will be connected with a 100 MBPS optical fibre network                
under the Digital Seva Setu programme. Digital Seva Setu programme has been announced by the               
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani at a press conference in Gandhinagar. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 

48-day long webinar on GandhiJi’s thoughts on Health & Nutrition to begin on Oct 2 

The National Institute of Naturopathy, Pune in association with the Regional Outreach Bureau             
Maharashtra and Goa of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, is organizing a 48 day- long                
series of Webinars starting 2nd October, Gandhi Jayanti. Ayush Ministry said the webinar will be held                
from 11 AM to 12 noon every day, and can be viewed on Facebook at www.facebook.com/punenin.                
The webinars will be on the theme Mahatma Gandhi- The Healer and are intended to propagate the                 
relevance of GandhiJi’s thoughts on Health and Nutrition in the 21st century among people of all                
walks of life. The aim of this webinar is to promote the benefits of Naturopathy. 

Arjun Munda to launch largest market of tribal products ‘Tribes India E-Marketplace’ 

Minister of Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda will virtually launch India’s largest handicraft and organic              
products marketplace- Tribes India E-Marketplace on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti. Keeping in line              
with the vision of the Prime Minister of making India Aatmanirbhar and self-reliant ,this path breaking                
initiative of TRIFED will showcase the produce and handicrafts of tribal enterprises from across the               
country. It will help them market their products directly. 

PM Modi to inaugurate world’s longest highway tunnel ‘Atal Tunnel’, Rohtang 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Atal Tunnel, Rohtang on 3rd of October. It is the                
longest highway tunnel in the world. The 9.02-kilometre long tunnel connects Manali to Lahaul-Spiti              
valley throughout the year. Earlier, the valley was cut off for about six months each year owing to                  
heavy snowfall. The tunnel is built with ultra-modern specifications in the Pir Panjal range of               
Himalayas at an altitude of three thousand metres from the Mean Sea Level. It reduces the road                 
distance by 46 kilometres between Manali and Leh and the time by about four to five hours. 

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated VAIBHAV summit 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Vaishwik Bharatiya Vaigyanik (VAIBHAV) Summit. The           
VAIBHAV summit is a global virtual summit of overseas and resident Indian Researchers and              
Academicians and is being organized from October 2 to October 31. 

Department of Justice organises Shramdan drive to commemorate Birth Anniversary of           
Mahatma Gandhi 

The Department of Justice organised a Shramdan drive in New Delhi to commemorate the Birth               
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The Law and Justice Ministry said online essay and painting              
competitions were organised as part of the drive. All the officers and staff pledged to maintain                
cleanliness as an essential character in their life. 

Railway Minister Piyush Goyal virtually inaugurates Phoolbagan Station of Kolkata's East           
West Metro corridor 
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Railway Minister Piyush Goyal virtually inaugurated the Phoolbagan Station of Kolkata's East West             
Metro corridor, and flagged off the first train from there to Salt Lake Sector-V. Mr Goyal also said the                   
entire stretch of the corridor, connecting Sector-V and Howrah Maidan, is likely to be completed by                
December 2021. 

PM Modi to inaugurate Summit RAISE 2020- ‘Responsible AI for Social Empowerment 2020’ 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Summit RAISE 2020- ‘Responsible AI for Social              
Empowerment 2020. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Summit RAISE 2020-            
‘Responsible AI for Social Empowerment 2020. RAISE-2020 will be a global meeting of minds to               
exchange ideas and chart a course for using AI for social transformation, inclusion and empowerment               
in areas like Healthcare, Agriculture, Education and Smart Mobility, among other sectors. 

Hardeep Singh Puri addresses webinar on World Habitat Day 2020 

Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has said that the 2030 agenda for               
Sustainable Development adopted by the United Nations member states is a guiding document for a               
planet and people. He said, 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets reflect the collective               
vision which need to be achieved by the year 2030. 

Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan releases 'Ayush Standard Treatment Protocol' to fight            
Coronavirus 

Health Minister Dr Harshvardhan released the 'Ayush Standard Treatment Protocol' through video            
conferencing. The protocol contains the detailed self-care guidelines for preventive health measures            
to help protect against COVID-19 pandemic. The upgradation of protocols by the Ministry of AYUSH               
has been done in sync with ICMR and CSIR. 

Naval Investiture Ceremony held at Visakhapatnam 

Vice Admiral Atul Kumar Jain PVSM, AVSM, VSM Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief(FOC-in-C)           
Eastern Naval Command conferred Gallantry and non-Gallantry Awards announced on the Republic            
Day this year to meritorious personnel, as well as citations to Naval units which have distinguished                
themselves during the past year at the Naval Investiture Ceremony conducted at Visakhapatnam.             
The ceremony was conducted at Samudrika Naval Auditorium and was witnessed by senior             
dignitaries of the Indian Navy and families of the awardees. 

ISLRTC & NCERT to ink MoU to make education materials accessible for Deaf children 

A historic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will be signed today between Indian Sign Language              
Research and Training Center (ISLRTC) and NCERT to make education materials accessible for             
Deaf children in their preferred format of communication. This MoU will be signed in the virtual                
presence of Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Thawar Chand Gehlot and Union              
Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’. As part of this MoU, educational print materials             
including NCERT Textbooks, Teachers Handbook and other Supplementary materials and resources           
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of Class I-XII of all subjects of both Hindi and English Medium will be converted into Indian Sign                  
Language in Digital format. 

Emission norms for tractors to be applicable from October 2021 

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has said that emission norms for tractors will be                
applicable from October next year and for Construction Equipment Vehicles, the norms will be              
applicable from April next year. The Ministry has notified amendment to Central Motor Vehicle Rules               
1989 on 30th September, 2020 deferring the applicability date for implementing the next stage of               
emission norms for tractors and Construction Equipment Vehicles. 

IFFCO, Prasar Bharati sign MoU to broadcast & promote new agriculture technology &             
innovations 

Prasar Bharati and Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Limited, IFFCO have signed a MoU to              
broadcast and promote new agriculture technology and innovations. According to the agreement, DD             
Kisan will broadcast various innovative techniques being adopted in the agriculture field in easy              
language through a 30 minutes program series for the benefit of farmers. IFFCO’s innovations will be                
shared with farmers in easy language through DD Kisan in approximately 25 episodes. 

Union Cabinet gives approval for signing MoC in field of cyber-security between India & Japan 

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval for signing a                
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) in the field of cyber-security between India and Japan. The MoC               
will enhance cooperation in areas of mutual interest, which includes capacity building in the area of                
cyberspace, protection of critical infrastructure, cooperation in emerging technologies, sharing          
information on cyber security threats and malicious cyber activities. It will also help in addressing the                
cyber issues through best practices. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 

India, Bangladesh hold second edition of naval exercise in Northern Bay of Bengal 

The second edition of the bilateral naval exercise Bongosagar between India and Bangladesh was              
held yesterday in Northern Bay of Bengal. Ships from both navies participated in surface warfare               
drills, seamanship evolutions and helicopter operations. Indian Navy ships Kiltan, Khukri &            
Bangladesh Navy ships Abu Bakr, Prottoy, helo and MPA undertook manoeuvres, surface drills, helo              
operations and seamanship evolutions. Bongosagar will be followed by the third edition of India              
Bangladesh Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) on 4-5 October. 

Army Chief, Foreign Secretary on two-day visit to Myanmar 
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Chief of Army Staff General Manoj Naravane and Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla will be               
on a two-day visit to Myanmar. During their visit, the delegation will call on the State Counsellor of                  
Myanmar, Aung San Suu Kyi and Commander-in-Chief of the Myanmar Armed Forces, Senior             
General Min Aung Hlaing. The visit will provide an opportunity to take stock of the existing bilateral                 
ties and strengthen cooperation in areas of mutual interest. 

2nd edition of Indian, Bangladesh Navy Bilateral Exercise 'Bongosagar' scheduled to           
commence 

The 2nd edition of Indian and Bangladesh Navy Bilateral Exercise Bongosagar is scheduled to              
commence in the Northern Bay of Bengal. This exercise will be followed by the 3rd edition of Indian                  
and Bangladesh Navy Coordinated Patrol in Northern Bay of Bengal from 4th to 5th October ,                
wherein both the units will undertake joint patrolling along the International Maritime Boundary Line. 

India, Myanmar agree to work towards operationalization of Sittwe Port in first quarter of 2021 

India and Myanmar have agreed to work towards the operationalization of the Sittwe port in the                
Rakhine state in the first quarter of 2021. The announcement came at the conclusion of the two-day                 
visit of Indian Army Chief General MM Naravane and Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla to               
Myanmar. 

 

US to open Foreign Commercial Service Office in Bangladesh 

The announcement was made after a high level virtual meeting between the U.S. Under Secretary of                
State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environment, Keith Krach, and Salman F. Rahman,              
Adviser for Private Industry and Investment to the Prime Minister of Bangladesh. Ministry of Foreign               
Affairs, government of Bangladesh, the high level economic partnership consultation noted the            
shared vision of a free, inclusive, peaceful and secure Indo-pacific region. 

 

BANKING & FINANCE 

 

SBI, HUL partner to provide digital solutions to small retailers 

The country’s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) has partnered with India’s top packaged               
consumer goods company Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) to offer digital payment and financing             
solutions for small store owners and distributors of the company's products. SBI will provide              
paperless instant overdraft facility to retailers to enable payments to distributors and UPI-based             
solutions to HUL's retailers to assist with cashless payments. 

Govt to pay interest on interest for sub- ₹2 cr loans, may hit pandemic services 
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The government said it will waive 'interest on interest' on loans of up to ₹2 crore for six months                   
through to the end of August, but warned this will impact “pressing commitments" such as fighting the                 
coronavirus pandemic. The announcement, made in an affidavit to the Supreme Court, was             
welcomed by retailers and small businesses that have been the hardest hit by the pandemic. But it                 
came twinned with a warning. The finance ministry in an affidavit to the Supreme Court on Saturday                 
said that if charges were waived for all categories of loans, it would lead to a ₹6 trillion burden for                    
banks. 

HDFC Bank partners with Apollo Hospitals for holistic healthcare solution 

HDFC Bank and Apollo Hospitals have joined hands to launch The HealthyLife Programme, a holistic               
healthcare solution which makes healthy living accessible and affordable on Apollo’s digital platform,             
Apollo 24|7. The programme is created exclusively for HDFC Bank customers who will get round the                
clock access to emergency Apollo Doctor at No Cost on Apollo 24/7 along with a plethora of benefits                  
such as choice of payment options and ease of finance for treatments at all Apollo Hospitals. 

NABARD inks 3 MoUs with SBI to extend credit support for various projects 

In Gujarat, the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development -NABARD has inked three              
Memoranda of Understanding with Public Sector Bank- State Bank of India to extend credit support               
for various projects. The MoUs were signed for financing joint liability groups and Self-Help              
Groups-support credit inflows to Farmer Producers’ Organizations and economic support for           
watershed development projects. These will help in providing credit support to the different sections              
of the society including the priority sector. 

 

 

BUSINESS & ECONOMY 

 

Google extends compliance date for Play Billing to March 2022 for Indian apps 

Amid growing concerns from startups about Play Billing policies, Google on Monday said it is “setting                
up listening sessions" with “leading Indian startups" to “understand their concerns". The move comes              
less than a week after Google India issued a clarification on its Play Billing policies, which was                 
panned by big tech startups in the country, including PayTM and Razorpay. 

Adani Ports completes acquisition of Krishnapatnam port 

India’s largest private port operator Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZ) has              
completed the acquisition of Krishnapatnam Port Co Ltd (KPCL) for an enterprise value of ₹12,000               
crore. This will result in APSEZ having a 75% controlling stake in KPCL, the Adani group said in a                   
press release. 
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Paytm launches its own mini app store 

Digital payments firm Paytm has launched a mini-app store to support Indian developers, in a direct                
challenge to Google’s dominance in the space. The launch of the store follows the payment app                
being temporarily removed from Google’s Play Store on 18 September for violating developer             
guidelines on real-money gaming. 

MoHUA enters into MoU with Swiggy to take street food vendors online under PM SVANIDHI               
scheme 

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has entered into an MoU with Swiggy, one of the leading                  
food delivery platforms, to onboard street food vendors on its e-commerce platform. The MoU aims at                
giving the street food vendors online access to thousands of consumers and help them grow their                
businesses. The arrangement has been facilitated under the Prime Minister Street Vendor’s            
AtmaNibhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) Scheme. 

 

Irdai to color code health insurance based on complexity 

The insurance regulator is planning to make it easier for individuals to pick a health insurance policy.                 
To make it simpler, the regulator wants each health insurance product to have a color code that                 
would convey to the buyer the complexity of the plan. In its draft guidelines, the Insurance Regulatory                 
and Development Authority of India (Irdai), has suggested three colors—green, orange and red—that             
will denote product complexity. 

 

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS  

 

Jal Shakti Minister gives away Swachh Bharat Awards-2020 

Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat gave away the Swachh Bharat Awards-2020 to              
States, Districts, Blocks and Village Panchayats.The awards were given particularly under the            
drinking water and cleanliness categories. 

● Under the Swachh Sundar Samudayik Shouchalaya category Gujarat bagged the first position 
at state level whereas Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu got the Award for cleanliness at District Level. 
Khachrod block in Ujjain district in Madhya Pradesh was awarded the first position and 
Chinnanur Village in Tamil Nadu bagged the top slot at Gram Panchayat level. 

● Under the Samudayik Shouchalaya Abhiyan, Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh were awarded as the 
best performing states whereas Prayagraj and Bareilly got it for being the best performing 
districts. 

● Under the Gandagi Mukth Bharat Mission, Haryana and Telangana were awarded the top slot. 
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Nobel Prize 2020 for medicine awarded to 3 scientists for Hepatitis C virus discovery 

Two Americans Harvey J. Alter and Charles M. Rice and one British-born scientist Michael Houghton               
won the 2020 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine for work in identifying the Hepatitis C virus,                 
which causes cirrhosis and liver cancer, the award-giving body said on 5 October. 

Nobel Prize in Physics awarded to Roger Penrose, Reinhard Genzel and Andrea Ghez 

The Nobel Prize for Physics this year has been awarded to three physicists, including Roger Penrose                
for black hole discovery and to Reinhard Genzel and Andrea Ghez. The Nobel Prize for Physics was                 
announced by the Stockholm-based Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. The Royal Swedish            
Academy of Sciences said that Briton Roger Penrose will receive half of this year’s prize “for the                 
discovery that black hole formation is a robust prediction of the general theory of relativity." 

Two Mumbai-based Start-ups declared winners of first National Start-Up Awards-2020 

Two Mumbai-based Start-ups were declared winners at the first National Start-Up Awards-2020.            
While Taraltech Solutions Private Limited won the award in the Urban Services category, Wealthy              
Therapeutics won the award in the Health care category. Both winners Taraltech Solutions Private              
Limited and Wellthy's Digital Therapeutic suite were shortlisted on the basis of innovation, enterprise,              
employment generation, and social impact. Taraltech Solutions Private Limited is working on            
providing clean drinking water to all, especially in rural areas. Wellthy's Digital Therapeutic suite is a                
combination of platforms working together for better health. 

Emmanuelle Charpentier & Jennifer A. Doudna win Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2020 

Emmanuelle Charpentier and Jennifer A. Doudna have discovered one of gene technology’s            
sharpest tools: the CRISPR/Cas9 genetic scissors. Using these, researchers can change the DNA of              
animals, plants and microorganisms with extremely high precision. This technology has had a             
revolutionary impact on the life sciences, is contributing to new cancer therapies and may make the                
dream of curing inherited diseases come true. 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

 

Hero MotoCorp appoints former Air Chief BS Dhanoa as independent director 

The country's largest two-wheeler maker Hero MotoCorp on Thursday said it has appointed Air Chief               
Marshal (Retd) BS Dhanoa as a non-executive and independent director on the company's board              
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with immediate effect. Dhanoa served as the Chief of the Indian Air Force from 1 January, 2017 to 30                   
September, 2019. 

Apurva Chandra is appointed as labour secretary of the union government 

Apurva Chandra is the new labour secretary of the union government, and his first big role will be to                   
implement the three labour codes passed by the parliament, and play a key role in universalizing                
social security. A 1988 batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the Maharashtra cadre,              
Chandra replaced Heeralal Samariya as the new labour secretary, following the latter's retirement. 

IndiGo appoints Gregg Saretsky as additional director 

InterGlobe Aviation Limited, which operates the country's largest domestic airline IndiGo has            
appointed former chief executive of Canadian airline WestJet Gregg Albert Saretsky as additional             
director in the company. Saretsky, who has been inducted on the board of directors of the company                 
on 1 October, is the nominee of promoter Rahul Bhatia-led InterGlobe Enterprise Group. 

SBI appoints Charanjit Surinder Singh Attra as its chief financial officer 

India’s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) has appointed Charanjit Surinder Singh Attra, former               
partner at EY India, as its chief financial officer, an outcome of its recent lateral hiring exercise. 

EC appoints Ex IRS officer Madhu Mahajan & B. R Balakrishnan as Special Expenditure              
Observers for Bihar Assembly Polls 

Election Commission has appointed Ex IRS officer Ms. Madhu Mahajan and B. R Balakrishnan as               
Special Expenditure Observers for General Election to Legislative Assembly of Bihar, 2020. They will              
ensure that stringent and effective enforcement action is undertaken based on intelligence inputs and              
complaints received through C-VIGIL, voter Helpline 1950 against all persons, entities trying to             
induce voters by distributing cash, liquor and freebies. 

Ashima Goyal, Jayanth R Varma, Shashanka Bhide appointed as new members of MPC 

The government has named three eminent economists Ashima Goyal, Jayanth R Varma and             
Shashanka Bhide as the new members of the MPC. While Ms. Goyal is a professor at the Indira                  
Gandhi Institute of Development Research; Jayanth Varma teaches at the Indian Institute of             
Management, Ahmedabad. Mr. Bhide is senior advisor at the National Council for Applied Economic              
Research. 

J Venkatramu appointed as MD, CEO of India Post Payments Bank 

The Government of India appointed J Venkatramu as managing director (MD) and chief executive              
officer (CEO) of India Post Payments Bank for three years. Venkatramu has over 22 years of work                 
experience across banking services such as payments, mobile banking, retail banking products and             
has also managed digital financial services projects. India Post Payments Bank is a state-owned              
entity, under the department of posts, with 100% government equity and is governed by the Reserve                
Bank of India. 
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Dinesh Kumar Khara appointed as chairman of State Bank of India 

The Government has appointed Dinesh Kumar Khara as chairman of the bank for three years               
effective from October 7. He has replaced SBI chairman Rajnish Kumar. The new SBI chairman will                
have a tough task ahead as the banking industry is going through a major crisis due to corona                  
pandemic. 

M A Ganapathy appointed as Director General, BCAS 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of M A Ganapathy to the                
post of Director General, BCAS, for a tenure up to his superannuation on February 29, 2024 or until                  
further orders. He is a 1986 batch IPS officer of Uttarakhand cadre. 

 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Science and Technology Minister Harsh Vardhan launches CSIR technologies for rural           
development 

Science and Technology Minister Harsh Vardhan has launched CSIR technologies for rural            
development. This is a joint initiative of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Unnat               
Bharat Abhiyan, Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi and Vijnana Bharti (VIBHA). The event was             
organized through online platform on the occasion of CSIR-NISTADS 40th Foundation Day in the              
National Capital 

ISRO to launch its Venus mission in 2025, France to take part 

ISRO is scheduled to launch its Venus mission in 2025 and France will participate in it. The VIRAL                  
(Venus Infrared Atmospheric Gases Linker) instrument co-developed with the Russian federal space            
agency Roscosmos and the LATMOS atmospheres, environments and space observations          
laboratory attached to the French national scientific research centre CNRS has been selected by the               
ISRO after a request for proposals, it said in a statement. ISRO chairman K Sivan and CNES                 
president Jean-Yves Le Gall held talks and reviewed the areas driving cooperation between France              
and India in space. 

Indian Railways unveils new Tejas locomotives, can run at speed of 160kmph 

Indian Railways' electric locomotive manufacturing unit Chittaranjan Locomotive Works(CLW) had          
turned out the First batch of Tejas Express locos for 'push-pull' operations with aerodynamically              
designed WAP-5. Indian Railways' CLW manufactures Tejas Express locos for push-pull operation            
with aerodynamic design capable of running at 160 kmph. These locomotives shall be utilized to haul                
the premium express passenger trains over Indian Railways. 
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Microsoft launches new ‘affordable’ Surface Laptop Go 

Microsoft has introduced a new Surface laptop which the company claims is smaller and more               
affordable. The company has also introduced new updates to Surface Pro X, including new app               
experiences, enhanced performance and a new Platinum finish. Along with the two laptops, the              
company has also launched several new Surface and Microsoft accessories. 

Zydus Healthcare launches generic anti-diabetic Dapagliflozin tablets in India 

Drug firm Zydus Healthcare on Sunday said it has launched generic anti-diabetic Dapagliflozin tablets              
across the country under the brand name 'Dapaglyn' at a highly affordable price to increase patient                
access. The company has launched its Dapagliflozin tablets in the strengths of 10 mg and 5 mg                 
priced at ₹17 and ₹14, respectively, in India upon patent expiry of the product. 

24 planets may have more suitable conditions for life than Earth 

Scientists have identified 24 planets outside our solar system that they say may have conditions               
more suitable for life than the Earth. The study, published in the journal Astrobiology, details               
characteristics of potential "super habitable" planets, that include those that are older, a little larger,               
slightly warmer and possibly wetter than Earth. 

DRDO successfully flight tests Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo 

Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo, SMART was successfully flight tested today from             
Wheeler Island off the coast of Odisha. Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO             
said, all the mission objectives including missile flight upto the range and altitude, separation of the                
nose cone, release of Torpedo and deployment of Velocity Reduction Mechanism (VRM) have been              
met perfectly. 

India successfully tests Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo 

Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo, SMART was successfully flight tested today from             
Wheeler Island off the coast of Odisha. Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO             
said, all the mission objectives including missile flight upto the range and altitude, separation of the                
nose cone, release of Torpedo and deployment of Velocity Reduction Mechanism (VRM) have been              
met perfectly. 

 

SPORTS 

Kiren Rijiju launches new logo of Sports Authority of India 

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju today launched the Sports Authority of India’s (SAI) new logo at Delhi’s                
Major Dhyan Chand Stadium. The event was attended by Sports Secretary Ravi Mital, Indian              
Olympic Association President Narinder Batra and Director General SAI Sandip Pradhan, at the             

 

 



                                                                                                                              ExamsCart.com 

stadium. Many eminent athletes, coaches and other sports enthusiasts joined in from across the              
country through video conferences. 

Visnu Shivaraj Pandian wins gold in 10 meter air rifle event of International Online Shooting               
Championship 

India's Visnu Shivaraj Pandian won the 10m air rifle event at the fifth edition of the International                 
Online Shooting Championship yesterday. The 16-year-old Visnu shot 251.4 to win the title by a clear                
margin of two points. The second place was won by world no. 27 Etienne Germond of France while                  
Olympic quota winner Martin Strempfl of Austria took the third place. 

Visnu Shivaraj Pandian wins gold in 10 meter air rifle event of International Online Shooting               
Championship 

India's Visnu Shivaraj Pandian won the 10m air rifle event at the fifth edition of the International                 
Online Shooting Championship yesterday. The 16-year-old Visnu shot 251.4 to win the title by a clear                
margin of two points. 

 

OBITUARY 

Senior BJD leader Pradeep Maharathy passed away 

Leaders cutting across party lines have condoled the sad demise of senior leader and former minister                
of the Government of Odisha, Pradeep Kumar Maharathi in the early hours today. He was 65. 

Former Acting Chief Justice of Gujarat High Court, AS Dave passes away 

Justice Anantkumar Surendraray Dave, a former judge and Acting Chief Justice of the Gujarat High               
Court has passed away. Prior to his retirement, Justice Anant Dave had served as an Acting Chief                 
Justice of the Gujarat High Court before present Chief Justice Vikram Nath took over the helm. 

Veteran Samajwadi Party Leader And Former MLC Mulayam Singh Yadav Passed Away 

Veteran Samajwadi Party leader and former MLC Mulayam Singh Yadav passed away after a              
prolonged illness. The 92-year-old leader breathed his last at his native village in Auraiya district of                
Uttar Pradesh. Mulayam Singh Yadav became a sarpanch in 1949 and emerged victorious on the               
post five times consecutively. From 1973 to 1988, he was block chief of Bhagya Nagar and was then                  
elected to the member of the Legislative Council for the first time in 1990. 

Legendary rock guitarist Eddie Van Halen passed away 

Eddie Van Halen, considered one of rock music’s greatest guitar players, died of cancer Yesterday,               
his son said on Twitter. He was 65. Van Halen is among the top 20 best-selling artists of all time and                     
his band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007. 
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